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Week Ending Friday, September 11, 1992 


Proclamation 6470—National 
Consumers Week, 1992 


September 4, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


American consumers enjoy access to a 
marketplace of goods and services that is un- 
paralleled in terms of variety and quality. 
This thriving marketplace has been made 
possible by our Nation’s free enterprise sys- 
tem, which provides opportunities and incen- 
tives for businesses to improve productivity 
and performance while generating the com- 
petition and accountability that lead to great- 
er options for consumers. During National 
Consumers Week, we recognize that the de- 
cisions that consumers make help to encour- 
age innovation and technological progress, 
thereby spurring our Nation’s economy. 

The theme of this year’s observance, “Op- 
eration Wise Buy,” underscores the fact that 
educated, informed, and responsible con- 
sumers have an important role to play in en- 
suring the success of our free enterprise sys- 
tem. Education, of course, begins at home: 
where we choose safe, healthy foods and 
products, where we teach our children the 
value of saving and investing for the future, 

and where we help them develop the knowl- 
edge and skills that are necessary to perform 
basic tasks such as reading labels and follow- 
ing written instructions, comparing costs and 
balancing a checkbook, and protecting them- 
selves against fraud. By instruction and exam- 
ple, we can help our children to become 
wise, responsible consumers. 

Recognizing the rights and interests of 
consumers as well as the impact that their 
choices have on the marketplace, the United 
States has been working to empower con- 
sumers of all social and economic back- 
grounds through education. By supporting 
consumer education and basic economic in- 


struction in schools and other institutions, 
and by encouraging the dissemination of 
consumer-related news and _ information 
through government agencies, civic organiza- 
tions, business, and the media, we are giving 
consumers the tools they need to navigate 
successfully through the increasingly com- 
plex global marketplace. 

Here in the United States, we have tradi- 
tionally relied on consumers and private in- 
dustry to balance each other’s needs and in- 
terests in the marketplace, with government 
intervening only when it is required to ensure 
fairness and the safety of goods and services. 
As history shows, the strongest economies are 
those marked not by excessive government 
regulation, but by a philosophy of govern- 
ment, businesses, and consumers working to- 
gether to build a brighter future for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by vir- 
tue of the authority vested in me by the Con- 
stitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning October 
25, 1992, as National Consumers Week. I en- 
courage all Americans—particularly business 
owners, educators, public officials, consumer 
advocates, and members of the media—to 
observe this week with appropriate programs 
and activities that emphasize the role that 
consumers play in keeping our markets open, 
competitive, and fair. I also urge them to 
highlight the importance of education in 
helping citizens to become responsible con- 
sumers. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:44 a.m., September 8, 1992] 


1571 





1572 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on September 
5, and it was published in the Federal Reg- 
ister on September 9. 


Remarks at Octoberfest in 
Painesville, Ohio 
September 5, 1992 


Thank you all. What a great turnout. 
Thank you so very much. Thank you. Thank 
you very much, Mike. Thank you, Mike 
DeWine, our next United States Senator. 
Thank you very, very much for that welcome. 
Barbara and | are thrilled to be with you, 
glad to be with you and Fran. It’s good to 
see Bob Bennett, our chairman; national 
committeewoman Martha Moore over here; 
and Bob Gardner, who’s running for Con- 
gress. We want to see him elected. He’s sit- 
ting over there. Of course, a very special 
thanks to the Bencics. I’ll tell you, what great 
hosts they are: Steve, Gretel, Martin, Carl, 
Edith, and Linda. What a wonderful family. 
When I talk about family values I think of 
their discipline, their love of country, and 
their hard work. 

I bring greetings today from your Gov- 
ernor and from my very good friend, George 
Voinovich. What an outstanding Governor 
you have. He understands this country. You 
know, Steve told me that this is the first time 
that the Governor has missed this event since 
1966; and the only reason he did it, because 
he’s on a trade mission to Southeast Asia. 
He’s opening up new markets for Ohio 
goods, and that means creating jobs for Ohio 
workers. I know he’s going to miss all his 
bratwurst. I’m sure egg rolls taste great, but 
you can’t put syrup on egg rolls. And 
Voinovich will find that out. 

Now, I don’t know whether you all got to 
do what Barbara and I did, but I hope you’ve 
all seen Gretel’s cake. But you may not know 
the story behind this enormous cake. I don’t 
want to give away her age, but 50 years ago 
when she was a little girl, the war in Europe 
separated her from her mother. The Red 
Cross came to Gretel’s rescue, so today she’s 
returning the favor. Everyone who eats a 
piece of that cake is contributing food to help 
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the people of south Florida and Louisiana. 
That is the American spirit, and Gretel, we're 
very grateful to you. 

While we're talking about the tragedy in 
the south, I want to salute today the contin- 
gents of Ohio’s finest: the Ohio National 
Guard 179th Airlift Group, back from their 
mission of mercy to south Florida, one mili- 
tary person down there helping family after 
family. It is a wonderful concept, and we're 
proud of them all. Some of them served in 
that Desert Storm, too, and they did a first- 
class job there, believe me. And the country 
has not forgotten. 

So, in summary, it’s great to be here in 
Painesville to help open up this year’s 
Octoberfest. You’ve got the four basic food 
groups: pancakes and syrup, bratwurst and 
beer; ut not one stick of broccoli anywhere 
in sight. This is a first-class 

Well, this celebration has always been a 
celebration of cultures, but this year, in a very 
special way, it’s a celebration of the spirit. 
We've witnessed a world of change. Across 
Europe, across continents, from Panama City 
to Prague, millions of men and women now 
celebrate a new birth of freedom. 

In Germany—and I think of that because 
of my friendship with Steve—and in Ger- 
many a wall has fallen. We should take great 
pride in knowing that the German people 
give us, the United States, great credit for 
standing up for their unity, for reunification 
of Germany, and for their freedom. We 
should be proud of that. For the people here 
today, people who came to America from the 
old country, who prayed for this day to come, 
the change we've witnessed, this change 
we’ve worked for, is a miracle come true. 

There are those—to quote the poet—who 
will say that the liberation of humanity, the 
freedom of man and mind, is nothing but 
a dream. They are right. It is the American 
dream. The American dream led to so much 
of this freedom around the world. Today, our 
challenge is to bring that spirit home, and 
Mike DeWine said, home from the towns 
your parents and grandparents were born in 
to this new world we call America, and to 
focus this great Nation on the new mission 
at hand. 

I know the main attraction this morning 
is pancakes—{laughter|—not politics. I sa- 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Sept. 5 


lute not only the Republicans that are here, 
but I know there are many, many Democrats 
with us, and I’m very proud and pleased 
about that. But today I want to—and I’ve 
got to admit something, with the enthusiasm 
of this welcome, the temptation is for me 
to get up here and tear into the Governor 
of Arkansas, which I’ve got to do from time 
to time. But today, and I hope you'll bear 
with me, I want to just take a few minutes 
to talk to you about a serious matter, some- 
thing I hope you'll be thinking about as you 
go into that voting booth on November 3d, 
about the way we can change America’s 
health care. 

So this isn’t a rally speech. I want to talk 
to you—a little substance on health care. I 
want to tell you first a story, a story about 
the McNally family from Dorset, Ohio. I first 
learned about them when Tiffany McNally 
wrote me at the White House 2 years ago. 
Four members of Tiffany’s family have a rare 
blood disease, and Tiffany, who is adopted, 
was born with fetal alcohol syndrome. Now, 
what if Mr. McNally were laid off, or worse 
still, lost his job? Or what if he found a better 
job, but the catch was no new health insurer 
would carry him or his family? He’d have 
to stay put and let that opportunity pass him 
by. 
Well, that is wrong. That’s why we have 
to change the health care system in America. 
Health care reform isn’t just about studies 
and cold statistics. It’s about real worries and 
real lives. We have the answers to those wor- 
ries. 

Let’s face it, the problem is not the quality 
of health care. American health care is num- 
ber one in the entire world. Since 1980, every 
life expectancy is up; infant mortality is 
down; death rates from heart disease down; 
deaths from stroke down. Right now, 200 
million Americans have access to quality care 
system. 

But that high quality, high-tech medical 
care comes at an unacceptable price: An esti- 
mated 30 million Americans have no insur- 
ance at all, and millions more, like the 
McNallys, are afraid to change jobs for fear 
of losing the health insurance that they've 
got. All told, America’s health care now tops 
$800 billion a year, and the cost is rising 2 
to 3 times the rate of inflation. That’s why 
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health care reform is a key part of my agenda 
for economic security for every family in this 
country. 

This year, you watch, health care is goin 
to be a Republican issue. We have a sal 
program. My Democratic opponents are di- 
vided between two bad programs, both of 
which would put Government in charge of 
health care. 

The fact is we can reform the system with- 
out pushing our economy into intensive care. 
We must build on the strengths of the system 
that’s given us the highest quality care in the 
world, on consumer choice, on innovation 
and state-of-the-art medicine, while control- 
ling costs and expanding access. We need an 
efficient health care system built on competi- 
tion to control costs, not Government control 
and rationing care. Above all, we need a 
health care system that gives all Americans 
real security, security that you can count on, 
the coverage you need. My plan meets every 
single one of these objectives. 

We can make health care more accessible 
by making health insurance more affordable. 
Take a family of two parents and two kids. 
Let’s say the family’s income, the total in- 
come is $13,000. They're working hard to 
make ends meet: low enough to put them 
at the poverty line, high enough to make 
them ineligible for Medicaid. Right now, that 
family may fall through the cracks, may not 
be covered through work, and may not be 
able to afford any health care coverage at 
all. Under my plan, that would change. This 
family would get a $3,750 health care credit, 
payable to the health care insurer of their 
choice. 

For middle-income individuals and fami- 
lies, all the way up to those making $80,000, 
my plan provides a health insurance tax cred- 
it or deduction that will ease the burden of 
health insurance costs. 

All told, this plan will bring health care 
coverage to almost 30 million uninsured 
Americans and new help to nearly 95 million 
Americans that are struggling to meet health 
care’s runaway costs. 

My plan provides security to families like 
the McNallys and then others that are caught 
up in what health care experts call “job lock,” 
the fear that because of what they call pre- 
existing medical conditions, changing jobs 
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will cost you and your family your health in- 
surance. We're going to change all of that. 

My plan cuts runaway costs by making the 
system more efficient. And the key is some- 
thing we call health insurance networks, 
pooling together individuals and businesses 
that too often can’t afford to offer health in- 
surance to their workers or that worry that 
one worker's illness or accident could drive 
everyone else’s health insurance right 
through the roof. Insurance costs obey the 
law of large numbers: the larger the grou 
being insured, the lower the cost per individ- 
ual; the broader the risk is fot the lower 
the administrative overhead. 

We're also going to cut health care costs 
by wringing out waste and excess in the 
present system. That’s why we have 0, 980 
malpractice insurance for reform. You know 


this, and I know it, and every American 
knows it. High malpractice premiums mean 
higher doctors’ bills, expensive, unnecessary 
tests, higher hospital cost, costs passed along 
not only to the patient but to every American 


taxpayer. Last year alone, legal costs inflated 
our doctors’ bills by $20 billion. You 
shouldn’t have to pay a lawyer when you go 
to the doctor. 

When health care costs total more than 
what we spend on our kids’ education and 
our country’s national defense combined— 
education and defense combined, health care 
costing more—even small changes can save 
us billions. If we made all the changes I’ve 
talked about, my plan would save nearly $400 
billion in the next 4 years. 

I listen to the American people, and you 
want to know you've got insurance you can 
count on. I don’t hear you calling for higher 
taxes to finance a Government takeover of 
our hospitals. I will never approve such a pro- 
gram. 

Yet that is exactly what some of my oppo- 
nents want, to nationalize our health care sys- 
tem: put Government in control; let Govern- 
ment fix the prices; let Government ration 
the kind of care that people get, and how 
much, what kind, and when they'll get it. Go 
the Government route, and you know what 
we'll get: our health care system that com- 
bines the efficiency of the House of Rep- 
resentatives post office with the compassion 
of the KGB over there in Moscow. 
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You know, we probably have to stop using 
that comparison. That comparison made a 
few people hot under the collar. I even got 
one letter from Russia telling me, “Quit run- 
ning down the KGB.” [Laughter] 

Nationalized health care, and here’s what 
we're in for: long waiting lines, lists for sur- 
gery, shortages of the high-tech equipment 
responsible for so many of the miracles of 
modern medicine. One example: Right 
now—you've got great facilities in Cleve- 
land—but right now the Cleveland Clinic 
performs 10 coronary bypass surgeries—I 
see we've got a doctor from the clinic over 
here. [Laughter] Well, that’s great. They per- 
form 10 bypass surgeries a day; high tech, 
high quality, special, excellent surgery with- 
out any wait. But if you live across Lake Erie 
in Canada, the wait for coronary bypass sur- 
gery is up to 6 months, and that’s not the 
kind of system that America wants or Amer- 
ica needs. 

Then there’s the cost. According to some 
studies, nationalized health care would mean 
a whopping $250 billion to $500 billion a year 
in new taxes. But you won’t hear about high- 
er taxes from the folks that are pushing that 
scheme. Just ask them about some of the side 
effects of their plan, and they just say, “Take 
two aspirin; call me after the election.” 
[Laughter] 

Well, this is what this election is about: 
who’s got the good ideas, and who’s got some 
lousy ones. We’ve the right ideas on health 
care. They have the wrong ones. 

My opponent backs a plan that goes by 
a different name, but in the end it A on you 
to the same place, nationalized health care. 
It’s called “play or pay.” Listen for that one 
during the fall, “play or pay.” Here’s what 
it means: Each employer must “play”, mean- 
ing shell out for insurance for employees, or 
“pay”, extract a payroll tax to finance Govern- 
ment health coverage. 

“Play or pay” will leave a lot of small busi- 
nesses, those we are counting on to lead the 
recovery we need so desperately, with two 
crummy options: cut iat, wages to pay 
for mandated health care, or fire some work- 
ers and use the savings to cover the rest. Ac- 
cording to an independent Urban Institute 
study, the “pay” part of this plan is no play- 
ground. It will require at least a 7-percent 
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ayroll tax. Now you small-business people 
kai you that have your sleeves rolled up 
running a restaurant or running a neighbor- 
hood store of some kind, think about that 
one. 

According to estimates, that kind of tax will 
cost this country 700,000 jobs. For an em- 
ployee earning $24,000 a year say, that pay- 
roll tax would mean $1,700 chopped right out 
of his paycheck. Higher prices, lower wages, 
lost job: Any way you look at it, that is the 
wrong prescription for America. 

So in the end, this “play or pay” is no dif- 
ferent from nationalized health care. I’m 
tempted to call it “pay and py and pay 
again.” It’s an open invitation for employers 
to stop offering health benefits, throw the 
problem in the Government's lap, and dump 
millions of Americans that are working into 
a public plan like Medicaid. 

Right now, the cost of health care eats up 
13 percent of all the goods and services that 
we produce. Do you really want to turn an- 
other huge chunk of our economy over to 
the Government? We can’t afford to saddle 
ourselves with a health care cure that’s worse 
than the disease, especially when we have 
a much better alternative. 

Now you can see why I believe health care 
is going to be a Republican issue this year. 
My opponent just isn’t up to the mark on 
health care. A major newspaper that I don’t 
quote too often these days, the New York 
Times—{laughter|—described Bill Clinton’s 
attention to health care issues as, I quote, 
“occasional.” It’s no surprise why. After hav- 
ing Governor Clinton ‘Tor 12 years, one in 
four folks in Arkansas don’t even have health 
insurance. Bill Clinton has promised he'll do 
for America what he’s done for Arkansas. 
And my question is: Why would we let him? 

I want to start our program that’s been 
sitting up on Capitol Hill for a while moving 
forward. Move forward on health reform. 
And Congress comes back from what they 
call a work period—they’'ve been on vacation 
for a month and a half—next Tuesday. My 
opponents are divided. Even they know their 
proposals won’t work. And I say, let Congress 
start by passing my small business health care 
reforms to bring affordable, quality health 
care to millions of Americans who don’t have 
it now. Make it a Labor Day present to the 
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American worker and to the American family 
and get off your backsides and do something 
about it. 

If you think I’m a little frustrated with this 
gridlocked Congress, you are right. We ought 
to clean House. On this Labor Day weekend, 
we should remember what Jefferson called 
the sum of good government: Whether it re- 
spected the right of each one of us, Thomas 
Jefferson said, and I quote, “A wise and fru- 
gal government shall not take from the 
mouth of labor the bread that it has earned.” 
In Jefferson’s day, doctors made house calls 
on horseback and life was short. Today, we 
have miracle medicines that can pluck us 
from death’s door. 

But all this is of no matter if we can’t afford 
it, not if it is reserved only for the privileged 
or the prosperous, not if it bankrupts the 
families of America. We must not take from 
the mouth of labor the bread that you have 
earned. We must fix the health care system 
of America. 

Once again, let me say I hope this hasn’t 
been too long and too specific, but this strikes 
at the core and the well-being of every single 
family in America. There is no better place 
to talk about family and family values than 
it is right here with Steve and Gretel. To 
all of you, my thanks for this warm Ohio wel- 
come. May God bless the greatest, freest 
country on the face of the Earth, the United 
States of America. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10 a.m., at the 
Lake County fairgrounds. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks on Arrival at Greenville, 
South Carolina 


September 5, 1992 


Thank you all very, very much. What a 
great welcome back to this wonderful State. 

Listen, I am so proud that the First Lady 
of South Carolina is with us, our old friend, 
Iris Campbell. You’ve got a great Governor, 
and you've got a great First Lady. And they 
represent this State with honor and dignity. 
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Let me also say, one of the things we’ve 
got to do, and I’m glad to see these signs 
are: we have got to clean House. We have 
got to get rid of gridlocked Congress. So elect 
this good man standing here to the United 
States House of Representatives. It is time 
to clean House and change in Washington. 

This State—good idea. Well, let me just 
say, as I look around all 50 States I see South 
Carolina out there in the lead for jobs and 
for bringing new investment into this great 
State. I was so proud to stand with Carroll 
Campbell over bm in Germany to get that 
announcement of a major new plant coming 
to South Carolina because those Germans 
have the same respect I do for the workers 
in the State of South Carolina. They know 
that by coming here we can produce the best 
products in the world, and this is going to 
save this country of ours, move it right into 
the future. We are going to be able to export 
more and create more jobs in the United 
States of America by the free and open trade 
policies that I support and that Carroll 
Campbell supports. 

I also want to say something about the 
tragedy to the south, because when Barbara 
and I were down there in Homestead, Flor- 
ida, we saw these hats; people that had been 
helped here in South Carolina during Hurri- 
cane Hugo now reaching out, opening their 
arms to help others down in Florida. It was 
a wonderful thing. Your State was helped, 
and now you are helping the victims of the 
hurricane down there, Hurricane Andrew. I 
salute the people of South Carolina and 
North Carolina who were doing this. It is the 
best of America: one American reaching out 
to help another. 

Let me just say, we're going to move on 
now over to the Apple Festival in North 
Carolina, but I want to say this: I am ready 
for the fight. We are going to take this battle 
for a better America to the American people. 
We are going to win the battle for school 
choice. It’s important that parents can choose 
where their kids go to school. We are going 
to win the battle to back up our law enforce- 
ment officers and have a little more respect 
for the victims of crime and a little less for 
the criminals. We need your help in the Con- 
for that one. I need Bob up there on 
that. 
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We have already helped, thanks to the men 
and women of South Carolina. I don’t think 
any State did more than South Carolina in 
Desert Storm. I was proud of each and every 
one of those people that served. 

Having set back aggression there, now 
we're going to extend our exports, take ad- 
vantage of this more peaceful world and 
bring more prosperity to the workers in the 
United States of America. 

So thank you all very much for this won- 
derful turnout. Thanks for your belief, con- 
fidence in the United States. You know, one 
of the biggest differences I have with Gov- 
ernor Clinton: he talks about America being 
in decline; I talk about America on the rise, 
competent, able to solve the problems. 

So thank you for this warm welcome back. 
We will clean out the Democrats, and we 
will clean out the House. We will leave Gov- 
ernor Clinton in Arkansas, letting him— 
struggling with the worst environmental 
record in the world. 

Thank you all very, very much. Thank you 
very much for the welcome back. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at 
the Greenville-Spartanburg Airport. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Exchange With Reporters During a 
Visit With the Harris Family in 
Asheville, North Carolina 
September 5, 1992 


Q. Now that you’ve got him here what do 
you hope to tell the President? 

Mr. Roy Harris. Well, we're going to talk 
about this neighborhood here. I want to 
make sure that he understands our neighbor- 
hood and the neighborhood that he’s in right 
now and how it affects us in policies and deci- 
sions that are made. 

We have a mixed neighborhood here. 
Therefore, he’ll get a chance to see a typical 
neighborhood. 

Q. Are you a registered Republican or 
Democrat, sir? 

The President. These guys—I'll tell you 


what they want to do—— 
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Mr. Harris. 
[Laughter] 

The President. A very hospitable one at 
that, and we are very grateful—[laughter]— 
for their hospitality, I’ll tell you. It transcends 
any of these other things. They invited us, 
and here we are. They really made us feel 
at home. We’ve only been here 5 minutes. 

Mrs. Bush. But you ought to tell them 
a little bit about what the Harrises do for 
their community. 

The President. You tell them. 

Mrs. Bush. Well, you do Little League 
and—— 

The President. Coaches. She teaches. 

Mrs. Bush. Well, she started the Girl 
Scout troop. They’re active in their church. 
Their children get good marks because their 
parents care. I mean, just by chance they 
turned out to be an extraordinary family, and 
they sort of know what family values are. 

The President. Great citizens of their 
community. 

Q. Are you going to try to twist his arm, 
Mr. President? 

Mrs. Bush. You're darn right. [Laughter] 

The President. I'll leave that to Barbara. 
[Laughter] No, we're not here on that. We’re 
just here because they invited us here, and 
we're proud to be here and very pleased. 

Mr. Harris. It was an invitation for him 
to come and talk with my two daughters. 
That was the invitation. 

The President. Yes, we had a chance to 
talk a little on those issues, their education, 
some of those things. But we'll have a chance 
to visit. 

Q. Weil, Mr. Harris, do you think there 
in the White House that the President really 
doesn’t get a feel for what many neighbor- 
hoods are like? 

Mr. Harris. The typical example is I went 
down the street a few minutes ago, and the 
neighborhood is really happy that this is hap- 
pening in their neighborhood. They're saying 
it’s not here often that we get a President 
into our neighborhood, and so everybody is 
pleased. The church has opened their doors 
for us; friends across the street, we had to 
do certain things for them. This is a commu- 
nity. Believe it or not, it’s going to be a com- 
munity effort here, from the food to people 


loaning us a bread basket, to a number of 
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things that are happening. The community 
has really participated in this process, and 
I think they feel very good about it. 

The President. That’s just wonderful. 
Well, you’re a great spokesman for your com- 
munity, too. 

Thank you all very much. 

Q. What do your daughters want to tell 
the President? 

Mrs. Bush. Maybe they want to tell us 
privately. [Laughter] 

Mrs. Dia: Harris. Lisa, what did you 
say you were going to tell Mrs. Bush? 

Lisa Harris. Can we play—[inaudible]. 

Mrs. Bush. Sure. [Laughter] I'd like that. 

Q. Mr. President, what would you like to 
convey to the Harrises? 

The President. Well, we'll have a wide 
array of things to talk about, the gratitude 
that we feel in our hearts for their invitation, 
that’s the first thing. When you’re welcomed 
by a family, why, that’s what you do, that’s 
what you feel. And I want to know more 
about their community. Certainly be glad to 
share with them the views I have on edu- 
cation, family, community itself; try to help 
others. I mean we were greeted out there 
by what we call some of the Points of Light, 
people that are designated; it’s so hard, but 
we have this thousand Points of Light, people 
helping each other. Well, you do that in your 
daily lives here. So we can talk about that, 
plus everything else. 

Barbara and I were down in Florida. And 
a lot of people from South Carolina who had 
been helped in Hurricane Hugo were there. 

Mrs. Bush. North Carolina. 

The President. Then we went over to 
Jeanerette, Louisiana, and there was a whole 
group from around here, as a matter of fact, 
in North Carolina. They had just pitched in 
because people had been over helping on the 
North Carolina coast. 

Mrs. Bush. They had “Remember Hugo” 
signs. 

The President. Remember Hugo. And 
they were reaching out, helping people half- 
way across the country. It’s just wonderful. 

Mr. Harris. There’s, I think, 37 churches 
in the Mud Creek Association that want to 
do the same thing. 

The President. Right from here? Is that 
right? 
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Mr. Harris. Want to raise money to help 
the people in Florida this weekend. It’s going 
to happen in the Mud Creek Association 
jeans tomorrow. So we're all part of it, 
and I wouldn’t be surprised if they end up 
wanting to bus or truck down there. 

The President. Heading down there? A 
lot of volunteers are pouring in. It’s really 
good, and they’re really helping. They're 
helping reconstruct—I talked to the guy yes- 
ma Andy Card, and a lot of that debris 
that was just there has been moved away, 
cleared out. Military doing a good job but 
also the volunteers. 


Note: The exchange began at 1:35 p.m. at 
the Harris residence. 


Remarks at the North Carolina Apple 
Festival in Hendersonville 


September 5, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you so much. Listen, even the rain 
can’t ruin a gyveat festival like this. This is 
wonderful, and Barbara and I are thrilled to 
be here. We have great respect for your Gov- 
ernor, Jim Martin. What a superb job he’s 
done for this State and, indeed, for our coun- 
try. And may I salute Congressman Taylor, 
who I understood was going to say a few 
words; Congressman Cass Ballenger. If we 
had more like them in the United States 
Congress, we wouldn’t be faced with a 
gridlocked Congress. So my plea is, keep 
these guys there and then help us clean 
House. Let’s get rid of the gridlocked Con- 
gress and move this country ahead. 

May I thank everybody that arranged all 
this. In this election you're going to hear a 
couple of very different versions. My goal is 
that the United States must remain a military 
superpower, keeping our defenses up. And 
I thank all those in North Carolina who 
served this country in uniform and have done 
so much to guarantee the peace and guaran- 
tee freedom around the world. No State has 
been more patriotic, none more in the fore- 
front of service. 

We've got to remain an economic super- 
power, and that means we've got to be able 
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to compete. That means we've got to be able 
to create more jobs in the United States, and 
that means we must be an export super- 
power. Let’s not turn inward and protect. 
Let’s turn outward, sell American products 
abroad, and create more jobs at home. 

When we go into the voting booth in No- 
vember, I ask you to consider the experience. 
I’ve held a job in the private sector, and I 
happen to think that’s a good experience for 
President of the United States, private sector 
job. I also happen to believe that in the fact— 
they tell you, well, foreign policy doesn’t mat- 
ter; security doesn’t matter. I take great pride 
in the fact that these young people go to bed 
at night with a lot less fear of nuclear weap- 
ons because of the way we’ve acted over the 
last 12 years. 

I'll tell you what the major issue is in this 
campaign. The major question in this cam- 
paign is this: I believe that the Government 
is too big and spends too much and taxes 
too much. The other side wants to tax more 
and spend more. We cannot let that happen 
to the United States. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more years is what 
we need to finish this job, 4 more. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, let me just 
mention the tragedy in Florida. We went out 
this week to try to help people. We took some 
Federal money that had already been appro- 
priated to use to help farmers whose crops 
were destroyed. We've led the private sector 
in helping people in Homestead, Florida, and 
all across for the hurricane. And Governor 
Clinton was outraged. He accused me of pan- 
dering. Now, that’s the same guy that Paul 
Tsongas called the “Pander Bear.” You re- 
member that in the primary. He’s now acting 
like Goldilocks, saying, “Somebody's been 
sleeping in my bed!” 

Here are the facts, pure and simple: We 
have suggested specific spending cuts and 
specific tax reductions. And he has told the 
American people, “I want to increase your 
taxes by $150 billion and increase spending 
by $220 billion.” We can’t have that. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Sept. 5 


The President. Barbara and I are de- 
lighted to be here. We know you've been 
standing out in that rain for a long time. But 
when Barbara Bush—you know, the other 
side wants to get us away from talking about 
family values. You come to a festival like this, 
and you feel that sense of love and that sense 
of family. We're going to keep on saying, let’s 
find ways to strengthen the American family, 
not tear it apart. 

I might say I am very, very proud of Bar- 
bara when she holds an AIDS baby in her 
arms or teaches some child or adult to read. 
That is what we mean by strengthening the 
American family. 

My last point is this—you’ve been standing 
out there long enough, and I want to eat 
some apples. The last point is this: The other 
side says that America is in decline and that 
we rank somewhere between Germany and 
Sri Lanka. Well, let me tell Governor Clinton 
something. I have been around the world 
many times, and I’ve worked hard in this 
country. We are not behind any other coun- 
try in the world. We are proud. We are patri- 
otic. Don’t let them tear down the United 
States of America. Stand up for us. Don’t 
listen to them. 

We can do anything we set our sights to 
do. So let’s have a better system of education. 
Let’s help the people that need it. God bless 
those from North Carolina who—when peo- 
ple from Florida came to help in Hugo— 
North Carolina paying it back in spades. I 
was in Jeanerette, Louisiana, the other day. 
Here was a group of guys, they'd driven all 
night to show that North Carolina hospitality 
and concern for the people of Louisiana. 
That wasn’t the Government. That was the 
people that were doing it. 

Thank you all very, very much for this 
warm welcome back to this State. I need your 
support in November. I believe we're going 
to win. Let us finish the job of helping the 
United States of America. And yes, let’s help 
those veterans. 

God bless you. And thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. at 
the Henderson County Courthouse. 
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Message on the Observance of Labor 
Day 
September 5, 1992 


On Labor Day, America rightly salutes her 
working men and women and celebrates 
their outstanding contributions to our Nation 
and the world. 

From our factories and mines to our con- 
struction sites, American labor has led the 
world in efficiency, productivity, and innova- 
tion. American workers, by their matchless 
ingenuity and resourcefulness, have pio- 
neered advances in aviation, defense, and 
telecommunications, so it is not surprising 
that “Made in the U.S.A.” remains a univer- 
sally recognized symbol of quality craftsman- 
ship. 

Ever since the first Labor Day parade in 
New York 110 years ago, this holiday has 
been one of justifiable celebration and pride, 
and it remains so today. History shows the 
extraordinary courage and resilience of the 
American people, and I know that, by work- 
ing together, we will overcome the chal- 
lenges that lie before us—just as we have 
met every trial in the past. 

While our challenges are great, we must 
remember that our opportunities—and our 
determination—are greater. The United 
States will continue to push for free and fair 
trade, because expanding markets for our 
goods and services will create jobs. This Ad- 
ministration will also continue to ease the 
burden on our economy that is caused by 
excessive Federal regulation and to promote 
incentives for savings and _ investment 
through tax credits and the creation of Enter- 
prise Zones. To help our citizens prepare for 
the jobs of tomorrow, we are moving forward 
with America 2000, our National strategy to 
achieve excellence in our schools. 

If there be any solemnity to this Labor 
Day, let it be only for the passing of summer, 
because everything else that this day rep- 
resents—from the spirit of the American 
worker to the fundamental strength of our 
free enterprise system—should be a source 
of pride and hope for all Americans. 


George Bush 
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White House Statement on Disaster 
Relief for Louisiana 


September 5, 1992 


The President today announced that he 
has amended his August 26, 1992, declara- 
tion of a major disaster in the State of Louisi- 
ana to waive State and local cost sharing re- 
quirements, where permitted to do so by law, 
and to allow reimbursement of 100 percent 
of eligible public assistance costs exceeding 
$10 per capita. 

This additional relief provided by the 
President is consistent with a request made 
by Governor Edwin Edwards. It was taken 
in response to the unprecedented damage 
and destruction caused by Hurricane An- 
drew. By waiving customary State and local 
cost sharing requirements, the President can 
provide maximum Federal assistance to the 
people of Louisiana whose lives have been 
so severely disrupted by this disaster. 

This waiver applies to all authorized public 
assistance. It will provide additional help to 
the State in its efforts to remove debris ts 
the disaster areas, eliminate immediate 
threats to public health and safety, and carry 
out emergency work to save lives. Assistance 
for temporary housing, crisis counseling, and 
disaster unemployment will continue to be 
100 percent federally funded where allowed 
under the law. 


Remarks Prior to a Redbirds 
Baseball Game in Louisville, 
Kentucky 


September 6, 1992 
Thank you all. What a wonderful holiday 


welcome. We've got to see a ball game now. 
Thank you very much. May I just first say 
what a privilege and thrill it is for Barbara 
and me to be here. I want to thank Stan for 
the introduction. I’ve just been in one of the 
dugouts talking to the Redbirds, and I also 
salute the Indianapolis ball club here today. 
We've going to treat them very kindly. Aren't 
we, you guys? 

But may I also say as an old baseball fan, 
to be here with Pee Wee Reese, that’s a great 
treat for me, an old fan of his. Also Paul 
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Hornung, I’ve watched him day-in and day- 
out, not only in college ball but when he was 
up there at Green Bay, a superb athlete, a 
great citizen of atts 

And single out two coaches, Coach Crum 
and Coach Schnellenberger. Somebody once 
told me that playing a tie ball game is like 
kissing your sister. Well, I want to tell you 
this: The coach did the right thing yesterday. 
He did it the American way. He took a real 
shot at it, and we are proud of him and proud 
of that ball club of his, the Cardinals. 

Let me end it by just simply saying I’m 
here to salute Harvest U.S.A. and Kentucky 
Harvest. Stan is right, the heartbeat in Louis- 
ville and Lexington, Indianapolis, is far loud- 
er and far clearer than the heartbeat up in 
Washington. When one American pitches in 
to help another, as you’re doing now for the 
victims of this terribly devastating hurricane 
in south Florida and then again in Louisiana, 
we salute you. One neighbor helping an- 
other, that is the American spirit, the Amer- 
ican way. That is what we mean when we 
talk about Points of Light. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
this wonderful American spirit. Thank you 
so much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:46 p.m. at 
Cardinal Stadium. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Stan Curtis, founder of Kentuck 

Harvest; and Denny Crum, head basketball 
coach, and Howard Schnellenberger, head 
football coach, University of Louisville. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Remarks to the Polish-American 
Community in Chicago, Illinois 
September 6, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Mitch. Thank 
you all for that great welcome. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you so much for 
the wonderful introduction. And may I pay 
my respects to the Governor, Jim Edgar, 
doing a superb job for the people of this great 
State. Jim, we’re grateful to you. Let me also 
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single out Rich Williamson. We need him in 
the United States Senate. We've got to 
change the Congress. We've got to clean the 
House. We've got to elect Rich Williamson 
to the Senate. Another old friend, Wally 
Dudycz, glad to see him and Jack O’Malley 
and Lou Kasper. The Polish consul general 
came to greet me, Mr. Jankowski. Ed 
Moskal, of course, our old, dear friend. And 
again, I'd like to salute Secretary Ed 
Derwinski, known so well to everybody here, 
an outstanding American that has served his 
country with such distinction. 

This past Independence Day, some of you 
were with us, I traveled to the heartland of 
Poland to bury a treasure. In the crypt of 
an ancient cathedral, I stood with President 
Lech Walesa as the remains of the great pa- 
triot Ignacy Paderewski was finally laid to rest 
in the rich and free Polish soil that conceived 
and sustained him. And it struck me, this was 
the fulfillment of Poland’s dreams. 

Think of what we have seen together in 
the last few years. We watched a Gdansk 
electrician, a humble man, stand up for free- 
dom, electrify the world with the charge that 
all people should be free and be heard. We 
watched the nation of Poland reform, brim- 
ming with a new and different fluid of life, 
inspired by the passion for freedom. And we 
watched a Pope named John Paul II, a proud 
Pole. And as we gather today at this festival, 
a good time to count our blessings, I can say 
something no President ever could say be- 
fore: The cold war is over, and freedom fin- 
ished first. And Poland is free. 

You know, my opponents say 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We've got a lot of work 
to do for 4 more, I'll tell you. 

These critics, the Clinton-Gore ticket, say 
that I spend too much time on foreign policy. 
Well, let me tell you this: American school- 
children used to hide under their desks in 
drills to prepare for nuclear war. We saw the 
chance to cut down the threat of nuclear war, 
and we did it. And does that matter? You 
bet it matters to the young people that are 
here right here today. You know, over the 
past—and everybody in this crowd under- 
stands this, Democrat, Republican, liberal, it 
doesn’t matter, you understand this point: 
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Over the past 4 years, more people have 
breathed the fresh air of freedom than in all 
of human history. We saw a chance to help, 
and I did it. And do you say, does that mat- 
ter? Of course, it does. You bet it does. 

Now our challenges are straightforward. 
This Labor Day weekend we must dedicate 
ourselves to the challenge: economic security 
for the working men and working women of 
America. That is the big challenge, jobs for 
the American people. You know, in this 21st 
century America must not only be a military 
superpower, we've got to be an export super- 
power, and we've got to be an economic su- 
perpower. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. My vision is to look for- 
ward, to open new markets, to prepare our 
people to compete, to save and to invest, to 
strengthen the American family so that we 
can win. 

You know, I’ve spent half my life in public 
service, half in the private sector. I built a 
business, and I met a payroll. And I believe 
that is a good qualification for being Presi- 
dent of the United States, to know what it 
is to hold a job in the private sector. And 
Governor Clinton has spent all but a handful 
of years of his adult life in government. Now 
he says he respects the small businessman, 
he loves the private sector. Well, maybe it’s 
a good chance now to give him a chance to 
experience what it’s like to be in the private 
sector. Because he isn’t going to be President 
of the United States. 

I agree with you, Government has got to 
help people. But Government is too big, and 
it taxes too much, and it spends too much 
of your money. And we've got to get it under 
control. And so I put a freeze on domestic 
discretionary spending, plus a plan to contro! 
mandatory Federal spending except Social 
Security. I said at the beginning, don’t mess 
with Social Security. And we are not going 
to let them touch Social Security. My plan, 
and it is up before the Congress now, would 
save nearly $300 billion in over 5 years. And 
I want to say Do widzenia to more than 4,000 
wasteful Federal projects, like a national re- 
search program, and get into this one, the 
mating habits of the mink. We do not need 
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to spend your taxpayers’ money on that kind 
of program. 

So the gridlocked Congress has balked at 
my ideas. So now I have a new idea: Give 
you all a say on it. I want to give you, the 
taxpayer, the option of taking 10 percent of 
your income tax and using it for one purpose 
alone, to reduce the national deficit. Get the 
mortgage off the back of these young people. 
Check off 10 percent to get the deficit down. 
If Congress won't cut spending, let you, the 
people, do it. And I'll be at your side. 

But while we cut Federal spending, we can 
still set priorities to help people in need to 
get back on their feet. So this week I took 
money that had already been appropriated 
and used it to help farmers whose crops were 
destroyed. And I said I'd help the private 
sector rebuild devastated Florida and Louisi- 
ana. And let me thank the people of Illinois 
who reached out to help their fellow man 
down in the south. You be been magnifi- 
cent. But anyway, when I did all this to try 
to help these people, Governor Clinton, of 
all people, accused me of pandering. This 
from the man that Paul Tsongas, you remem- 
ber the little bear, this from the man that 
Paul Tsongas called the “Pander Bear,” the 
same Paul Tsongas who said on April 7th, 
the American people are just hearing how 
cynical and unprincipled Bill Clinton is. 
That’s not from a Republican, that was from 
a Democrat, Paul Tsongas of Massachusetts. 
And he’s right. He is right. 

But here are the facts. Governor Clinton 
proposes at least $220 billion in new spend- 
ing, just to start. Newsweek magazine called 
the Clinton approach, and I quote, “eco- 
nomic fantasy.” And Newsweek went on to 
say that the real cost of the Clinton program 
is “arguably at least 3 times higher” than he’s 
admitted. And he has mentioned program 
after program after program that he wants 
to increase spending for. So while we're eat- 
ing a little kielbasa, he’s offering pie in the 
sky. Who does he think he’s kidding? Not 
the American people. 

You know, I've ae one of these guys who 
is accused of thinking every day is the Fourth 
of July. Well, I like the way a cartoon 
summed it up. My opponent thinks that 
every day is April 15th. You know what hap- 
pens then. They have this cartoon; it featured 
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a guy at the kitchen table. He said to his 
wife, “Honey, I figure we can afford all those 
taxes Clinton and Gore want to raise if I can 
get two of those jobs they say they'll create.” 
Well, raising taxes doesn’t create jobs, it de- 
stroys them. You know that. So with the sav- 
ings that I have proposed, we can cut taxes 
and get this economy moving again. The dif- 
ference is tax and spend versus less taxes and 
less spending. 

Now, one other thing. More than 2 per- 
cent of our gross domestic product is spent 
not in the factory, not in the classroom, not 
in the laboratory but in and around the court- 
room. I’ve never heard of a Nation that sued 
its way to greatness. So I have a plan for 
the gridlocked Congress to cut down on all 
these crazy lawsuits that are choking our 
economy. Too many lawsuits. And as a Na- 
tion we ought to sue each other less and care 
for each other just a little bit more. That’s 
my philosophy. That’s the way Barbara looks 
at it. 

Another thing, you look around and see 
these great kids, and you think we’ve got to 
do better in education. Three years ago this 
month, we started a revolution in American 
education, one called America 2000. Today 
for the first time, every eligible 4-year-old 
whose parents choose to participate can get 
a Head Start on kindergarten. That is 
progress. That is the way to help the young 
people in this country. Today for the first 
time, half our students in college have a Fed- 
eral loan or grant. Grants and loans are at 
an all-time high under our administration for 
these college kids. And we have a new “GI 
bill” for kids. We want to give every one of 
you the freedom to pick where your children 
will learn, any program, any school. I favor 
school choice. Let the parents decide wheth- 
er it’s public, private, or religious schools. 

We've got to do better in education. We’ve 
got to do better in law enforcement, backing 
up the law enforcement people. It’s cheaper 
to send a kid to Yale than to send a kid to 
jail. Penn State is cheaper than the State pen. 
But for those who refuse to pitch in and help 
build up America and instead tear us down, 
we need to show them what law and order 
is all about. It’s about supporting our police 
forces and judicial system. God bless the po- 
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lice that stand up against these outrageous 
criminals. 

And it’s time we take back the streets of 
America and support the American family. 
It is time we let those family values come 
to the fore. And that means let’s reform our 
welfare system so that families stay together 
and these fathers that owe the money will 
stick around and pay what they owe to these 
mothers that are trying to bring up these 
kids. 

And while we're at it, I’ve got a plan for 
health care, and that plan says this: We don’t 
need the Government taking over health 
care. It doesn’t work. We've got the best 
quality health care. What we need is to pool 
insurance. What we need are designed—not 
respect for Government policies but respect 
for the American family. We've made 
progress, great progress, and now I ask for 
your help for a health care reform that will 
bring insurance to every single family that 
wants it. That’s our proposal. His is to turn 
it over to the Government. 

Now this is the last point. This is the last 
point, except I want to say a word to this 
guy over here who feels very strongly about 
something. He’s talking about AIDS. Under 
my administration the spending for this 
deadly disease is up from $4.3 billion to a 
request for $4.9 billion. We care. We are 
working. And disruptions don’t help. What 
helps is what you feel in your heart. And we 
will keep on this research until we whip that 
deadly disease. 

So we made a lot of progress. But in others 
we've got a ways to go. And you ask me why, 
and I would say three words: the gridlocked 
Congress. And I know you get tired of people 
blaming each other, but let me explain some- 
thing. There are certain numbers that mean 
something: number 40, Gale Sayers; number 
8, Carl Yastrzemski; number 23, a certain 
basketball player in baggy shorts. Here’s one 
you may not know, number 38. That’s how 
long the same party, the same crowd has 
been running the United States House of 
Representatives, 38 years. Ask Millie, our 
dog, and she'll tell you that’s 266 years in 
a dog life. Change the Congress. Change the 
Congress. Clean the House. Elect Rich 
Williamson to the Senate. And while we’re 
at it, elect Eliah Zenkich to the House. And 
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while we're at it, let’s limit the terms of Con- 
gressmen. Let's get some limits out there so 
things will change. 

Let me tell you this. If you detect a little 
optimism about our country, you're abso- 
lutely right. The other side is saying that 
we're somewhere between Germany and Sri 
Lanka. They ought to go abroad. Let them 
go to Poland. Let them look into the eyes 
of the Polish people who thank America 
every single day for their freedom. Let Gov- 
ernor Clinton take a look. Let him see what 
this world is like with freedom and democ- 
racy on the march. 

We have done it. And we can do it right 
here at home with your help. God bless our 
country. Don’t let them tear it down. God 
bless the United States of America. And 
thank you for this wonderful turnout. Thank 
you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at 
the Copernicus Center during the Taste of 
Polonia Festival. In his remarks, he referred 
to Mitchell P. Kobelinski, president, Coper- 
nicus Foundation; Walter Dudycz, Illinois 
State senator; Jack O’Malley, Cook County 
State’s attorney; Lou Kasper, City of Chicago 
Republican Party chairman; and Edward J. 
Moskal, president, Polish National Alliance. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at the Annual Labor Day 
Mackinac Bridge Walk in Michigan 
September 7, 1992 


All right. Who —_ the coffee? Now 
let’s go. Governor Engler’s here. You know 
his reputation as a fiscal conservative. When 
it comes to the taxpayers’ money, they say 
he’s so tight that he squeaks when he walks, 
so we are going to find out about that. 
[Laughter] 

We're grateful to see so many people ready 
for the latest “Big Mac Attack.” We're going 
across this thing. Barbara and I were over 
in Sault Sainte Marie, and she handed me 
my sneakers. And she said, “Just do it.” Well, 
that’s what we plan to do this fall, I'll tell 


you. 
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The only other point I want to make is 
that this is Labor Day, and to those hard 
workers across this country, don’t let anybody 
tell you we are a Nation in decline. We're 
a Nation on the rise. Our workers are the 
most productive anyplace in the entire world. 

So the big question is, how do we get this 
country moving so everybody that wants a 
job has one? And the answer is to spend a 
little less Government money, tax a little bit 
less, and stimulate the economy and get it 
going. And we're going to do that. 

Thanks for a great welcome. And I just 
can’t tell you how much we're looking for- 
ward to this walk. We'll set a good pace. And 
I plan to set that pace in November. We need 
you. Many, many thanks for your support. 

Now let’s go. We’re off. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:04 a.m. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Remarks at the Republican Party 
Labor Day Picnic in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin 


September 7, 1992 


Thank you so much. What a marvelous 
turnout. Waukesha knows how to do it. 
Thank you all very much. Barbara and I are 
delighted to be here. May I thank our great 
United States Senator Bob Kasten and say 
how lucky we are to have him and Eva in 
Washington, DC, two of the best. Please get 
out there and work hard in November. We’ve 
got to get more like him in the Senate. Of 
course, you heard from one of the great Gov- 
ernors in this country, Tommy Thompson, 
your own. I salute him and Sue Ann. I don’t 
believe I’ve got a better supporter out there 
than Tommy Thompson. 

May I greet Jim Sensenbrenner. If we had 
more like him in the Congress you wouldn’t 
have everybody yelling, “Clean House.” He’s 
right. Most of them are wrong. We do need 
to clean House. That brings me to Joe Cook. 
I'd like to see him elected to the Congress. 
And then of course, John Maclver, an old 
friend who has been in these political trench- 
es with me and Tommy and Bob Kasten for 
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a long time; we salute him. Here’s a guy who 
rolls up his sleeves, like so many of you, and 
just goes to work for what he believes. It’s 
a great part of American politics. I salute him 
and every other volunteer out there doing 
the Lord’s work. We are going to win because 
of all of you. 

Barbara and I started this morning up at 
the Mackinac Bridge in Michigan. With us 
today, incidentally, is Michigan’s Governor 
John Engler over there, another great Re- 
publican, John. We had a brisk 50-minute 
walk across that magnificent Mackinac 
Bridge. So when we say it’s great to be at 
a picnic, we know what we’re talking about. 
It’s nice to be here, no more walks. 

Now, this Labor Day we gather at a trium- 
phant moment in history. I can stand before 
you this morning and can say something no 
other President could ever say: The cold war 
is over, and freedom finished first. 

But America is not a Nation that brags, 
not a Nation that looks behind. We are loyal 
only to the future. So this Labor Day we must 
rededicate ourselves to the future of all who 
punch the time clock, pay the bills, sweat 
it out at tax time. Our number one priority 
must be to build economic security for the 
working men and women of this great coun- 
try of ours. 

Today is the kickoff day for these cam- 
paigns. I think the American people feel this 
one has been going on about 10 months too 
long, and so do I. But nevertheless, this is 
the official kickoff day. My opponent will kick 
off his campaign with a message of fear, tell- 
ing us that our country is in decline. But I 
ask you to look beneath the rhetoric and look 
at the facts. 

Governor Clinton will tell you that we’re 
a Nation in decline, slipping past Germany, 
headed south toward Sri Lanka, to use his 
words. Wrong, absolutely wrong, Governor 
Clinton. The world’s most productive work- 
ers are not in Germany. They are not in 
Japan. They are right here in the United 
States of America. A lot of them right here 
today in Wisconsin. 

Governor Clinton will tell you that Amer- 
ican wages are slipping. And he doesn’t men- 
tion that since 1985, our workers have earned 
bigger paychecks and benefits than any other 
workers in the world. I want to see them even 
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better. Governor Clinton says that people are 
working harder for less. He won’t mention 
that adjusted personal income is higher than 
it was 4 years ago. That’s because inflation, 
the thief of the middle class, has been se- 
curely locked away. 

Now, does this mean all is fine in America? 
Of course not. But at a time of uncertainty, 
a time of wrenching global challenge, Gov- 
ernor Clinton wants to scare American work- 
ers so that he can slip into office with the 
failed tax-and-spend policies of the past. Last 
night, I don’t know if any of you heard that 
Tom Brokaw show, but last night the Gov- 
ernor appeared on the Brokaw show, and the 
first words out of his mouth were, “I have 
advocated a tax increase.” Well, Governor, 
that is the wrong prescription for America. 

He offers a treasure trove of new Govern- 
ment programs that will cost at least $220 
billion more of your money. I say you already 
give too much to the tax man. He wants to 
raise taxes by $150 billion just to start; that’s 
just for openers. I want to cut them and get 
the economy started in high gear. 

You heard what Bob Kasten said; he’s 
right. We've been trying to get through this 
gridlocked Congress some incentives that he 
and I believe in, locked because of the old 
thinking of the Democratic leadership that’s 
been in power for 38 years. 

So as this campaign gets into full swing, 
I make one promise. I will talk about real 
ideas: of making health care available to the 
poorest of the poor, controlling what you pay 
when you go to a doctor; about reforming 
welfare; giving our kids what they deserve, 
the world’s very best schools. My policies will 
strengthen the most important institution in 
our Nation, and I am talking about the Amer- 
ican family. The liberals are trying to back 
us away from discussing how to strengthen 
the family, and we are going to stay with it. 
America knows that the family is slipping, 
and we want to help strengthen it by child 
care and by support for these school choice 
and whatever it is, welfare reform. So let’s 
keep talking about what America needs: 
strengthening the American family. 

But today, as Governor Thompson said, I 
want to talk about another roadblock in the 
way of you and your families’ economic secu- 
rity: our crazy, out-of-control legal system. 
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Don’t just ask me about what’s wrong with 
our legal system. Check the opinion of that 
famous enforcer of American justice. I’m not 
talking about Oliver Wendell Holmes or John 
Marshall. I mean someone even more fa- 
mous than that: Hulk Hogan. My grandkids 
tell me that in his movie last year, Hulk 
Hogan was confronted with the predictable 
a of bad guys, only the bad guys refused 
to fight. Instead they said, “This is the nine- 
ties; we're not going to fight you. We are 
going to sue you.” [Laughter] 

Well, I believe that one statement sums 
up a lot of what is wrong in America today. 
You pick up the — and the stories 
roll on out at you. Like the story, true story, 
about a basketball referee who made a con- 
troversial call at the buzzer of a Purdue-lowa 
basketball game. Purdue won, and an Iowa 
souvenir company was suddenly left with a 
lot of victory souvenirs that weren’t in all that 
much demand. So what did the company do? 
They sued the referee. Sound crazy? Well, 
it took 2 years and a lot of money before 
the case was dismissed by the State supreme 
court. 

Now, understand, law is a noble and hon- 
orable profession; but most good lawyers will 
tell you that the system is out of control. In 
the past 20 years, the number of civil lawsuits 
filed in Federal courts has more than dou- 
bled. Today the average case takes almost a 
year to be resolved, and in the past year alone 
the number of cases were pending for 3 years 
increased by nearly 15 percent. That means 
you can file a suit, have time to enroll in 
a law school, study 3 years, graduate, pass 
the bar, and then represent yourself in court 
on the day the decision is handed down. 
Now, come on. 

The NAM, the National Association of 
Manufacturers, has just finished looking at 
what this litigation explosion costs our econ- 
omy. According to a soon-to-be-released 
study, American consumers and companies 
will spend up to $200 billion on legal services 
this year, 200 billion dollars! American busi- 
nesses now spend more on insurance and 
legal fees than on training and preparing our 
workers for the new economy. And that is 
crazy. As a Nation, I believe it’s high time 
that we started suing each other less and car- 
ing for each other more. I have proposed a 
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comprehensive plan to reform our civil jus- 
tice system. 

And we reform our produc: liability laws. 
These laws allow mare to be compensated 
for harm caused by a defective product. Peo- 
ple ought to receive fair compensation when 
a product is defective and they get hurt. But 
like so much of our civil justice system, prod- 
uct liability has careened out of control. 

Let me give you just one example. The 
Will-Burt Corporation of Orville, Ohio, 
stopped making parts for ladders and scaf- 
folds and aircraft because they couldn’t af- 
ford the liability insurance. That was bad 
news for the company’s owners, but worse 
news for the 80 employees, all of whom got 
pink slips. 

Here is the problem. The product liability 
laws vary from State to State, and the rules 
have encouraged these crazy lawsuits and 
outrageous awards. And the cost of insurance 
keeps going right out through the roof, keeps 
skyrocketing. Big deal, right? So companies 
have to pay extra for a few lawyers. But it’s 
not just companies who foot the bill; we all 
pay higher prices for everything from medi- 
cine to stepladders. We never get to see a 
lot of good products because companies are 
afraid of excessive lawsuits. 

Get this. Almost half of all the money paid 
out in these kinds of cases goes not to the 
injured party, but to the lawyers. I don’t want 
to see only lawyers getting rich; I want to 
see American workers getting rich. And that’s 
the problem. Our product liability system is 
killing our economic competitiveness, costing 
Americans secure jobs that you deserve. Our 
liability costs are many times greater than in 
Japan and in Europe. Every dollar we spend 
all around the courtroom is a dollar we won't 
spending on training, education, research, in- 
vestment. It could be the difference between 
no jobs for our kids and good jobs for our 
kids. 

Now, we have to do something about this. 
Luckily, your great Senator Bob Kasten un- 
derstands this. He has been fighting to 
change the system. And he has put forth a 
plan, which I am for, working with him on, 
to speed the legal process, settle more cases 
out of court, and bring some rationality to 
the product liability system. Once again, a 
Wisconsin man is in the lead. Our plan is 
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proconsumer, probusiness, prosafety, and 
projobs. The day my pen signs Senator Kas- 
ten’s bill is the day we stop undermining the 
American worker that we salute today on 
Labor Day. 

So why then, if we have all these problems, 
do we face this crisis? Bob Kasten will tell 
you in three words, the gridlocked Congress. 
And that’s why I’m here today. 

Forty-four years ago next month, another 
incumbent President came through 
Waukesha. His name was Harry S Truman. 
Now, I admit it; Harry and I don’t have ev- 
erything in common. He believed in bigger 
Government; I don’t share that view. But 
quite frankly, I voted against Truman that 
year. But still there are some similarities be- 
tween us. 

I’ve just read that fascinating book, this 
big, fat book on Truman, a marvelous biog- 
raphy. Harry Truman ran a small business. 
He knew what it was to meet a payroll, to 
work for a living in the private sector. And 
so do I. Harry Truman wanted to join the 
military and fight for his country. So do I, 
and I did. Harry Truman ran as an underdog, 
just as I am. And he liked it, and so do I. 
Harry Truman admitted when he made a 
mistake. And God knows I’ve done the same 
thing, and I’ve admitted it. 

But most of all, Harry Truman was frus- 
trated by what he called the do-nothing Con- 
gress. Listen to Truman’s very own words 
from right here in this very town 44 years 
ago: “When I say do-nothing, I mean they’— 
meaning Congress—“have done nothing for 
the people. They have not listened to the 
people’s demands.” 

Now, the gridlocked Congress hasn’t lis- 
tened to people either. One example: I favor 
a balanced budget amendment. So do you. 
The Congressman from this very district 
sponsored the balanced budget amendment 
and then turned around and voted against 
his own amendment on the House floor. 
That’s what I mean when I say “gridlocked 
Congress.” Clean House. 

For years, Americans have complained 
about this crazy legal system, but once again 
the gridlocked Congress has refused to act 
on my reforms, or on Bob Kasten’s reforms. 
Later this week, we finally get a Senate vote 
on the product liability reform. My message 
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to the gridlocked Congress is simple: Either 
fix our legal system, stop undermining our 
workers, or we're going to take a broom and 
do some spring cleaning in November, be- 
cause we are going to clean House. 

Send me some good leaders who will listen 
to the people, the way this Senator does. 
Elect Joe Cook to the House of Representa- 
tives. Help clean House. That’s the message. 
They talk about change, change the one insti- 
tution that hasn’t budged for 38 years. 
Change the House. 

Well we’re going to clean House, not just 
so companies spend less time paying lawyers, 
more time creating jobs, not just so moms 
and dads can coach Little League without 
fear of some crazy lawsuit. We're going to 
clean House so we bring down health care 
costs, so we improve our schools, we take 
back our streets from the criminals, and we 
start backing up our law enforcement offi- 
cials more and more. 

Now before I finish, it’s worth mentioning 
that while I’m in Waukesha this morning, my 
opponent, guess where he is, he’s in Harry 
Truman’s hometown in Independence, Mis- 
souri. So let’s just have some plain speaking 
about Bill Clinton, Governor Bill Clinton, 
and Harry Truman. 

Harry Truman never engaged in double- 
speak. He told people the truth, not merely 
what they wanted to hear. Compare that to 
Governor Clinton’s position on reforming 
our legal system. The head of the lawyers, 
the head of the trial lawyers in Arkansas, 
Trial Lawyers Association, said Governor 
Clinton has, and I quote, “always done what 
is right for the trial lawyers.” I bet Harry 
Truman would have done what is right for 
the American people, not for the trial law- 
yers. 

Whether it was the Soviet blockade of Ber- 
lin or the invasion of Korea, Harry Truman 
never flinched from the tough decision. Now, 
contrast that with Governor Clinton’s waf- 
fling and wavering about whether he would 
have followed my lead and stood up to Sad- 
dam Hussein and his naked aggression. 

Harry Truman prided himself on his own 
military service, and he frequently visited 
veterans associations and spoke with great 
pride about his service to his country. 
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Last but not least, Harry Truman believed 
America could not turn our back on the rest 
of the world, even despite the challenges 
here at home. Governor Clinton virtually ig- 
nores foreign policy and flirts with the dan- 
gerous idea of sticking America’s head in pro- 
tectionist sands. 

Harry Truman said, “The buck stops 
here.” On issue after issue, Governor Clinton 
says, “First, let’s blame George Bush,” and 
then, “I'll get back to you later with an an- 
swer.” I'll tell you, if the bucks stops there, 
then Governor Clinton is offering devalued 
currency. 

Harry Truman was a man of decisiveness, 
not equivocation. He'd find little in common 
with Governor Clinton, a man who hedges 
or ducks on almost every tough issue, a man 
who seems to feel strongly on both sides of 
almost every issue that are before this great 
Nation. I found out something in the Oval 
Office: You can’t have it both ways. You’ve 
got to call it as you see it. You have to make 
the tough decision and then pay the con- 
sequences or get the credit. But you can’t 
be on every side of every issue, waffling 
around, and call that leadership. That is not 
leadership. 

You know, many people thought Harry 
Truman would lose in 1948. But he said what 
was on his mind. He didn’t worry about the 
press. And he never lost faith in the United 
States of America. 

I stand before you with the same passion 
and that same faith. I will talk about ideas 
for the next 57 days, ideas that matter, ideas 
that can deal with the real challenges facing 
this country, ideas that won’t make everyone 
happy but that will be right for the United 
States of America. 

And like Harry Truman, I believe a new 
age of America beckons and that we can reap 
the benefits. With your help, come Novem- 
ber we will match our global victory with eco- 
nomic security here at home. 

Thank you all for being here. And may 
God bless the United States of America on 
this very, very special day. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. at 
the Waukesha coal Exposition Grounds. 
e 


In his remarks, he referred to John Maclver, 
Wisconsin Bush-Quayle campaign chairman. 
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A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Hamtramck, Michigan 


September 7, 1992 


Thank you, Paul. And thank you, Governor 
Engler. Thank you very, very much. I love 
this sign, of all the signs out there: “These 
are the Poles that count.” You are the Poles 
that count. 

Early this morning the Governor and his 
wife, Michelle, and Barbara and I all joined 
about 80,000 for a walk across the bridge up 
in northern Michigan. He didn’t mention it, 
but I beat the Governor across the bridge. 
But he says he was just being polite and 
hanging back with the First Lady. 

Today I don’t want to talk about politics. 
I want to talk about something else, some- 
thing that’s near and dear to the hearts of 
everybody: freedom. May I recognize some 
of the outstanding leaders who are with us 
today: Monsignor Milewski; your great 
Mayor, Robert Kozaren; my friend the presi- 
dent of the Polish General Council who in- 
troduced me, Paul Odrobina; parade chair- 
man Ted Koltowicz; and the grand marshal, 
Walter Budweil. Thank you all very much. 

My fellow Americans, this past Independ- 
ence Day I traveled to the heartland of Po- 
land to bury a treasure. In the crypt of an 
ancient cathedral, I stood with President 
Walesa as the remains of the great patriot 
and artist Ignacy Paderewski were finally laid 
to rest in the rich and free Polish soil that 
conceived and sustained him. And the ripples 
from that moment, as his remains were con- 
secrated to the earth on that warm summer 
day in Warsaw, are passing through this 
crowd here and now. Sons and daughters of 
Hamtramck, your forebearers came to this 
great country because they too could not 
countenance a Poland shackled by repres- 
sion. Rather than cling to native soil bled dry 
by empty promises, they chose instead to 
flourish free on foreign soil and to make it 
their own. Today you are part of the great 
family that is America. 
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Fellow Americans, I am proud to be with 
you in Hamtramck on Labor Day. You are 
the blood and bone of Copernicus and Cho- 
pin and Curie. You are the sweat and sinew 
that built this city and this industry. And you 
are the voice and vision of your parents who 
struggled to be heard and won that struggle, 
that labor’s voice may be heard always, al- 
ways. You are the inspiration for Americans 
who watched and prayed and cheered 
through recent years as the great nation of 
Poland, racked by the rhythms of war and 
oppression, rose like a phoenix, a free nation 
once again. 

We watched this new force, not pushing 
down from a tyrant but up from the people. 
We prayed for the nation of Poland, reborn, 
brimming with a new and different fluid of 
life, inspired by a Pope and by a passion for 
freedom, for freedom at last. We cheered a 
Gdansk electrician who electrified the world 
with the charge that all people should be free 
and be heard. We stood proud as American 
labor took to the forefront during the strug- 
gle, standing with Solidarity in its darkest 
hour, firm in the belief that the dream was 
real. 

I stood before you right here in Ham- 
tramck, right here 3 years ago, with this mes- 
sage: Communism has left an ugly scar on 
Poland. It will heal, but with pain, the pain 
of insecurity and insolvency. I pledged Amer- 
ica’s help. Today I return to you to say that 
this country and our allies have responded 
forcefully. 

First, our concern for Poland’s security. 
On that day here 3 years ago, I called for 
an end to the cold war. Thank God, the cold 
war has ended, and thank God, freedom won. 
America will do what’s right to make certain 
Poland never again braves the chilling tomb 
of communism. 

And second, our concern for Polish sol- 
vency. It’s been said that communism is not 
a form of economics, it’s the death of eco- 
nomics. So 3 years ago, I called for all to 
rally ‘round with economic efforts to help 
pull Poland from an economic grave. I called 
for giving Poland preferred trade treatment 
so she can reach out to the world through 
exports. I called for reducing Poland’s debt 
to ease her burden. I called for investors to 
help unleash the explosive entrepreneurial 
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energy of the Polish people. I called for loans 
so the Polish private sector can help her 
economy blossom. I called for international 
financial agreements so Poland can build a 
financial base worthy of a great nation. 

In 1989 these and other major initiatives 
marked a radical new direction for our for- 
eign policy toward Poland and other democ- 
racies. In 1992 I’ve returned to tell you, 
Democrat or Republican, whoever you're 
for: All these predictions and pledges have 
come true, every single one of them. 

There are those who tell me that foreign 
policy doesn’t matter, that with our internal 
challenges America has no business paying 
attention to the world anymore. I say, tell 
that to the immigrants of America. Tell that 
to our children who are free of nuclear night- 
mare and can dream the sweet dream of 
peace. I am proud that we helped change 
the world. Tell that to American workers who 
have a new world of consumers eager for the 
fruit of your labors. On this Labor Day, let 
me be clear: No one can outproduce, out- 
think, or outcreate the American working 
man and woman, no one. 

So we recognize that the noble experiment 
taking place in Poland and other nations 
today is in fact an inspiration and an oppor- 
tunity for us and the rest of the world. We 
pledge our support for Poland’s security. We 
pledge our support for Poland’s solvency. We 
pledge to work for a democratic peace, an 
enduring peace anchored in economic and 
political freedom. Most of all, we pledge to 
keep our word. We pledge to keep Poland 
free. 

My friends, we stand today in the twilight 
of one millennium and the dawn of the next. 
Never before has humankind beheld such a 
view. Never before has our Nation been 
pressured by such deep energies of change 
and growth reshaping America like the strong 
hands of a potter on wet clay. But we will 
survive, and we will thrive. W hy? Because 
the American people are like the great Statue 
of Liberty that stands in New York Harbor. 
We're like that great statue, brought over in 
pieces from the Old World, strapped to- 
gether with bolts to steel right here on our 
own American soil, assembled, raised, and 
anchored on a rock in our own American wa- 
ters. And we are like that statue because the 
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family that is America came over in pieces 
as well. 

We came as Poles and Hungarians and 
Chinese and Germans; Japanese, Irish, 
Swedes, and French; Italians, Russians, 
Spaniards, Cubans, Koreans, Hondurans, 
Lithuanians, and Finns; Ukrainians, Latvians, 
Bulgarians, and Mexicans; Israelis, Alba- 
nians, Czechs, Macedonians. And that roster 
of new Americans goes on and on and never 
ends. Like that great statue, we came over 
in pieces. Our cultures were bolted together 
by hope. Our cross-struts are many. Our 
strengths are eternal. Our hopes unite us. 
And our vision is one: a vision of prosperous 
peace for our children. And the last best 
hope for that vision is you, the American peo- 

le. 

? It’s now time to take those same heartfelt 
urges that made us become the statue and 
put them to work here at home. This fight 
for freedom isn’t fought on the dark, treach- 
erous borders far from home. This fight for 
freedom is fought on the economic leks 
field by creating new jobs, opening new mar- 
kets, building new American strengths right 
here, here and abroad. And this fight is 
fought with creativity, determination, and in- 
vestment in the hearts and minds of the 
American people. 

Here in Hamtramck and across this Na- 
tion, these are the forces Americans must 
bring to bear on our future so every Ameri- 
can’s human potential is stretched to its God- 
given best. Hamtramck, you can change the 
world with a gift your mothers and fathers 
left behind. And today I challenge you to re- 
deem the struggles they endured. Make their 
labors mean something. Redeem the strug- 
gles Solidarity suffered Redeem the strug- 
gles Kosciuszko and Pulaski and, in fact, all 
the Kowalskis and Janowskis who lived and 
died and aimed at one simple thing: to be 
heard, to have a voice, to vote. 

Come November 3d, I challenge you to 
breathe life into the meaning of Labor Day 
and into the meaning of Solidarity and into 
the hopes and the dreams of the thousands 
who have died for the precious right we so 
often ignore. I challenge you to vote your 
conscience. I would hope you would vote for 
me, of course, but only you can know your 
heart. As you cast that vote, observe how easy 
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it is. And remember how costly, how terribly 
costly this great gift was to win and to earn 
and to pass down to us here today. 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is the legacy 
of Hamtramck. That is the legacy of your an- 
cestors’ homeland. And that is the legacy of 
the family of America. Make her sale 

Thank you all. God bless you for this won- 
derful support. And may God bless a free, 
an always-free Poland. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. after 
participating in the Polish Festival parade. 
In his remarks, he referred to Monsignor 
Stanley Milewski, chancellor of Orchard 
Lake St. Mary’s, and Paul Odrobina, city 
councilman and president of the Michigan 
chapter of the Polish American Congress. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 


Statement on Signing the Job 


Training Reform Amendments of 
1992 


September 7, 1992 


Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 
3033, the “Job Training Reform Amend- 
ments of 1992.” I believe this legislation, 
which amends the Job Training Partnership 
Act (JTPA), will improve an already success- 
ful large-scale job training program and make 
it more responsive to the labor market of the 
1990's. 

H.R. 3033 will make a major contribution 
to enhancing the employability of disadvan- 
taged youth and adults. I am particularly 
pleased that H.R. 3033 incorporates the key 
features of the Administration’s proposal to 
amend the JTPA. 

First, the legislation will maintain the local 
flexibility and system of performance stand- 
ards that are the cornerstones of the current 
JTPA program. 

Second, it will target services on youth and 
adults who are most at risk of failure in the 
job market, including those who lack basic 
skills, are high school dropouts, or are de- 
pendent on welfare. 

Third, H.R. 3033 will enhance program 
quality by providing more intensive and com- 


Sept. 7 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


prehensive services to participants. These 
services include an assessment of each par- 
ticipant’s skill levels and service needs and 
the development of individualized service 
strategies based on the assessment. In addi- 
tion, participants will receive basic and eccu- 
pational skills training tied to labor market 
opportunities that will promote the long- 
term employability, job placement, and job 
retention of participants. 

Fourth, the legislation will strengthen pro- 

am accountability by including significant 
iscal and administrative improvements. 

Fifth, these amendments will provide for 
a more comprehensive, coordinated human 
resource system by establishing linkages be- 
tween Federal programs that will avoid du- 
plication and enhance the delivery of serv- 
ices. For example, Governors will have the 
authority to establish State Human Resource 
Investment Councils to oversee the coordina- 
tion of Federal human resource programs at 
the State level. Coordination of such pro- 
grams is a key element in my Job Training 
2000 proposal. I am very pleased to have this 
important step in place as a foundation for 
Job Training 2000. 

In addition, these amendments will estab- 
lish the innovative Youth Fair Chance pro- 
gram designed to stimulate communitywide 
action that will provide education and em- 
ployment opportunities to youth who live in 
poor, inner city neighborhoods and rural 
areas. This program will be a vital supple- 
ment to our Weed and Seed, Youth Training 
Corps, Treat and Train, and other urban 
youth initiatives. 

These features of the legislation are essen- 
tial to improving the already successful track 
record of the JTPA in providing training and 
jobs to our most disadvantaged citizens. I 
wish to express my appreciation for the co- 
operation that has been exhibited on all sides 
and has made possible a stronger, more ef- 
fective Federal job training system. 

Finally, I must note that although the Su- 
preme Court has ruled that the Congress and 
the executive branch may provide benefits 
to members of Indian tribes, as opposed to 
Indians defined as a racial group, and I sup- 
port efforts to offer such benefits, this bill 
appears to provide some benefits to Alaskan 
Natives and Hawaiian Natives, as well as 
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other Native Americans in some instances, 
on the basis of racial categories. I am direct- 
ing the Secretary of Labor and the Attorney 
General to consult about whether these pro- 
visions can be carried out in a constitutional 
manner. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 7, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 3033, approved September 7, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-367. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
one ae at on Proposed isaster 
Relief Legislation 


September 8, 1992 


The President. Let me just first express 
my most sincere condolences of the 0 
of Senator Burdick of North Dakota, a great 
American, served his country with great dis- 
tinction. And particularly to our friends from 
the Senate who are here today, I want to 
tell you how deeply Barbara and I feel about 
that loss. I know I speak for everybody here 
on both sides, the House and the Senate, 
both sides of the aisle, about the loss of this 
great Senator. 

On to the business at hand. This morning 
I’m submitting to the Congress emergency 
supplemental requests to cover the cost of 
cleaning up the consequences of the dev- 
astating hurricane that hit both Florida and 
Louisiana. There’s been a tremendous coop- 
erative effort, many around this table partici- 
pating to the fullest, private citizens, volun- 
teers, government officials at all levels, to 
help people who have been so devastated by 
this storm. And I think it has been a truly 
bipartisan, put it this way, nonpartisan effort. 
It’s worked very well, I think. 

Today we're asking the Congress to join 
the effort officially on the Hill. We’re asking 
for over $7.6 billion in budgetary resources 
to pay for everything from temporary shelter 
to guaranteed loans for new homes. It’s a 
large financial burden, but the personal and 
human need is even more staggering. And 
our country must be able to answer the cries 
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for help from those people who have lost so 
much and yet, I feel, remain so strong. So 
I’m asking that the Congress move promptly 
on this legislation with—I’m asking that it 
not become entangled in other issues. So I 
would welcome the support of everybody 
here. We're with you, the Senators and 
House Members from the affected area. I 
think we can get this done. Thank you all. 

Q. Mr. President, is it your impression the 
Congress will go along with this request? 

The President. Well, one of the things 
we're going to talk to these leaders about is 
just exactly that and see what we can do. But 
I know the Governors of both States, Gov- 
ernor Chiles, Governor Edwin Edwards, are 
prepared to pitch in. And it is my feeling 
that the country is together on this one. It’s 
hard 

Q. Does this break the budget? 

The President. We're going to be, some 
of it unquestionably will be over the budget, 
not all of it. And I’m going to ask Dick 
Darman to explain this to the Members here 
in a minute. 

Q. Is this the gridlocked Congress you're 
asking? 

The President. Not on this issue. I don’t 
think there’s any gridlock at all, Helen 
[Helen Thomas, United Press International]. 
I think the country is together. I think the 
Members of Congress have been superb. I 
have spoken out publicly in gratitude for the 
support of both Governor Chiles and Gov- 
ernor Edwards. So nice try. We'll go to gen- 
eral quarters on other issues, not this one. 
We're together on this. 

Q. Will anything be accomplished, Mr. 
President, in this election year session of 
Congress? 

The President. This one’s going to get ac- 
complished. We've got to get this done for 
the people, and I’m confident that it will. 

Q. Anything else? 

The President. Well, I'll get a little advice 
on that from some around the table here. 

Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House, prior 
to a meeting with congressional leaders. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 
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White House Statement on Proposed 
Disaster Relief Legislation 


September 8, 1992 


Today the President submitted to the Con- 
gress emergency supplemental oh oe to 
cover the incremental costs arising from the 
consequences of Hurricane Andrew and Ty- 
phoon Omar. The requests are for the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), the Small Business Administration 
(SBA), and most of the Cabinet Depart- 
ments. The requested funds represent a Fed- 
eral financial response to address the effects 
of Hurricane Andrew and Typhoon Omar of 
over $7.6 billion in budgetary resources. 

The requests for emergency and related 
supplemental appropriations for FY 1992 
total $2,911.6 million in budget authority and 
would support additional loan activity of over 
$3 billion. These funds will be used for a 
comprehensive range of disaster-related ac- 
tivities including direct assistance to individ- 
uals, infrastructure repair, human services, 
and law enforcement. The additional avail- 
ability of loans will assist in building and re- 
building homes, facilitate economic recovery 
through small business loans, and help farm- 
ers who have suffered the loss of structures 
and crops. 

In addition to direct emergency and relat- 
ed appropriations, contingent funds of $143 
million for FEMA and $75 million in budget 
authority for SBA (which would support an 
additional $350 million of new loans) are re- 
quested to replenish the depleted contin- 
gency funds of these Agencies. Establish- 
ment of a disaster-related contingency fund 
within Funds Appropriated to the President 
is also ihc or $350 million in unantici- 
pated disaster-related needs. These contin- 
gent appropriations would become available 
upon the President’s transmittal of subse- 
quent budget requests to the Congress des- 
ignating each such request as an emergency 
requirement. 

In addition to these emergency funding re- 
— $983.9 million in nonemergency 
unding is requested for the Department of 
Defense. Of this amount, $205.6 million will 
be used for replacement of facilities and 
equipment, cleanup activities, and military 
personnel support costs stemming from Ty- 
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hoon Omar in Guam; $297.7 million will 
be used for similar costs stemming from Hur- 
ricane Andrew; and $480.6 million will be 
used to rebuild the facilities destroyed at 
Homestead Air Force Base. 

The President requested that the legisla- 
tion in which these funds are provided be 
kept free of extraneous matters “in order that 
there may be a minimum of delay in provid- 
ing necessary funds to the disaster areas.” 

The President has designated all of the re- 
quests, other than the three contingency re- 
~—~ and the request for appropriations to 
the Department of Defense, as emergency 
requirements pursuant to the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985, as amended. 

The details of these requests are described 
in an attachment. 


Note: Attached to the statement were de- 
tailed descriptions of Agencies’ specific pro- 
grams and budget requests. That material is 
available at the White House Publication Of- 


fice. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the B’nai B’rith 
International Convention 


September 8, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Senator. 
Thank you all very much. Please be seated, 
and thank you. Let me just say what a joy 
it is to have been introduced by Rudy Bosch- 
witz. The Senate still misses him. He is my 
friend, and so you can discount some of those 
kind words. But I'll tell you it was awfully 
thoughtful of you, Kent and others, to ask 
Rudy to present me here to this most pres- 
tigious order, this group. And thank you for 
the kind introduction. And Kent, thank you, 
sir, for what I understand is an extraor- 
dinarily successful meeting getting under- 
way. May I salute Ambassador Shoval, with 
whom we are working very closely, Israel’s 
Ambassador here in the United States. And 
of course, the B’nai B'rith leadership who 
graciously met me when I came here. And 
to everyone else, it’s an honor to be with you 


today. 
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Let me express at the outset another per- 
sonal observation. I was just talking to my 
good friend George Klein, and others about 
this, but I want to express my concerns for 
a good friend of everybody in this room, and 
that is Max Fisher, who was to be with us 
today, regrettably is in the hospital. I talked 
to him, and I’m sure he'll be just fine. That 
spirit, that Max Fisher spirit and optimism 
is still just as wonderful as you can possibly 
imagine and hope for. 

Now, we have witnessed, and Rudy talked 
about this, a world of change. And with 
change comes new challenges. For America, 
the end of the cold war means the beginning 
of a new era, a new era of economic competi- 
tion that America simply must and will win. 
In the new world, foreign policy, economic 
policy, and domestic policy have become one 
issue. And in order to prevail, the United 
States must be not only a military super- 
power but an export superpower and an eco- 
nomic superpower as well. 

Yet we know that America is measured by 
more than the strength of our economy, also 
by the content of our character and how we 
serve others. And this willingness to reach 
out, to help those in need, to recognize across 
all the divides of color and culture and creed 
our shared human spirit, this is what B’nai 
Brith is all about. For 150 years, the mem- 
bers of this organization have joined a hand- 
ful of other organizations serving as the Na- 
tion’s conscience. And part of America’s con- 
science must always be to fight anti-Semitism 
and other forms of prejudice wherever and 
whenever they appear. I wish very much, as 
President, that I could stand before you and 
today say that anti-Semitism is history. It’s 
not, not when there are hate crimes here at 
home, brownshirts abroad. That’s a sorry 
commentary on human nature. 

Let’s all be clear: A world willing to allow 
Jews to be persecuted is a world certain to 
allow other tyrannies to emerge. But we're 
not helpless. And we're doing something 
about it. In this country, we are aggressively 
employing the Hate Crimes Act to bring to 
justice those who traffic in the gutter. Anti- 
Semitism is an evil idea with an ugly history. 
And I'll do my utmost, here and abroad, so 
that prejudice is finally, finally, finally ban- 
ished from the human heart. 
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In the end, anti-Semitism and prejudice 
mock and threaten the basic principles upon 
which the United States is founded. In a let- 
ter to the Hebrew congregation of Rhode Is- 
land, George Washington wrote, “. . . the 
government of the United States . . . gives 
to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no as- 
sistance. . . . While everyone shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and fig tree, and 
there shall be none to make him afraid.” And 
here’s the difference, the vital difference that 
sets apart our American creed. For us, free- 
dom of religion is no gift of Government, 
no privilege to be granted or withheld. It is 
a fundamental human right. 

We can take heart that this American 
creed is spreading, that people in our time 
are demanding and getting in rights that 
they've been denied so long. Changes in our 
world have come so fast that I say they are 
nothing short of Biblical, and by that I mean 
just plain old-fashioned miraculous. Just 
think about it. Just a few years ago, who 
would have thought we would no longer live 
under that horrible threat of nuclear con- 
flagration? Who would have thought the 
scarring symbol of an era, the divisive Berlin 
Wall, would be found only in museums or 
chipped into paperweights? And above all, 
who would have predicted the Soviet Union 
would be found only in the pages of history? 

And know this: The miracles aren’t only 
confined to Europe. In the Middle East, 
events have defied all predictions. Today, di- 
rect bilateral talks are taking place between 
Israel and her neighbors. You may recall that 
we were told we couldn’t succeed, we 
couldn’t bring the parties together. But we 
did. And I want to dwell for a moment on 
this breakthrough, because I know it matters 
deeply to everyone in this hall. Let me take 
you back nearly a year ago to another hall 
in Madrid. There, palieual around the table, 
were representatives of Lebanon, Jordan, 
Syria, Egypt, Palestinians, and Israel. For 
nearly halt a century they had not met all 
together outside the battlefield. But for the 
first time they came together not to fight but 
to talk. I’ll never forget as long as I live walk- 
ing into the meeting room. Then-President 
Gorbachev was at my side. We were the ones 
that were to open the meeting; you may re- 
member that. And you could cut the tension 
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with a knife. But when Gorbachev and I 
spoke afterwards—we chatted about it—we 
both agreed it had to be one of the most 
dramatic moments in recent world history. 
It was amazing. And we continued to build 
on those talks. 

But then as now, the goal is not just a 
cease-fire or a truce but peace, real peace. 
Not simply the end of war but genuine rec- 
onciliation. A peace both broad and deep; 
a peace codified by treaties and given life 
by trade and tourism, by open borders, the 
fabric of peace knit together even more tight- 
ly by the simple human contact of peoples 
who have known each other far too long as 
enemies. A comprehensive peace, based on 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 
A peace that at long last will allow the peo- 
ples of the Middle East to turn their ener- 
gies, their resources, their lives to creation 
rather than destruction, to great works rather 
than great wars. 

Today, as we speak, parties that met first 
at Madrid are midway through the sixth 
round of bilateral negotiations. And there has 
been progress. Delegations are exchanging 
not only handshakes but, for the first time, 
written proposals. Public posturing has de- 
creased, and meaningful private dialog has 
increased. Of course, major hurdles remain. 
I don’t mean to diminish that; they do. And 
it’s going to take time and effort and courage 
and trust. But there is clearly a way, and in- 
creasingly, a will. The evidence is mounting: 
The many positive steps taken by Israel’s new 
government that improve day-to-day life for 
Palestinians and signal its seriousness about 
peace, Egypt’s invitation that made it pos- 
sible for Prime Minister Rabin to make his 
first trip outside Israel to an Arab country, 
Syria’s relaxation of travel restrictions affect- 
ing its Jewish citizens. Further gestures such 
as an end to the Arab boycott of Israel can 
only help in bringing about an environment 
conductive to negotiation and reconciliation. 
I will continue to oppose that boycott and 
seek further change. 

I am proud of the role that we’ve played 
in breaking the long-standing taboo against 
direct talks between Israel and her neigh- 
bors. You see, Israel sought direct talks for 
43 years, and it was right to do so. If you 
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do not talk, you can have no hope of making 
peace. And now there is such a hope. 

I’m also proud of what we've done to help 
end Israel's diplomatic isolation internation- 
ally. We finally succeeded, after 16 years of 
effort, in getting the United Nations General 
Assembly to repeal what should never have 
been enacted in the first place. Zionism is 
not racism: not before, not now, not ever. 
And as Senator Boschwitz pointed out very 
generously, thanks in large part to our efforts, 
China and India and Turkey and many other 
nations, countries representing more than 2 
billion people, now have full diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel. Already this has created not 
only greater contact for Israel worldwide but 
new economic opportunities. 

I know this audience knows of our efforts 
to open the gates to Jews in the former Soviet 
Union and also to rescue Ethiopian Jews. You 
know, 4 years ago when I spoke to you in 
Baltimore, I noticed a banner hung on the 
wall that read: Where do Soviet Jews apply 
for glasnost? Some of you all, delegates, may 
remember that one. As I prepared to come 
here today, I thought of that banner. I 
thought of the hopes we had then. And I 
thought of a pledge that I made, that in every 
single meeting with Soviet officials I would 
raise the issue of Soviet Jews. And my 
friends, I could not forget that banner. I did 
not forget that pledge. And today, together, 
we celebrate this miracle: Nearly half a mil- 
lion Jews have come out of the Soviet Union 
to freedom, to America, to Israel. 

Persuading parties to sit down face to face 
to talk peace, ending Israel’s international 
isolation, assisting in the in-gathering of Jews 
into Israel: These are the three great aims 
that have guided Israel from its founding. We 
didn’t just talk about helping Israel in these 
areas, we delivered. That’s a fact of which 
every American can be proud. 

And here’s another fact: When the chips 
were down, when many countries, including 
Israel, were threatened by the most brutal 
aggression, America was there. We stopped 
Saddam Hussein. And that terrible time 
when the world feared that the cold war 
would be replaced by a new age of Saddam, 
that is over, too. I knew when I took the 
oath of office that every President faces dif- 
ficult decisions. And I can tell you this: There 
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is no decision more difficult than sending this 
country’s young men and women into com- 
bat, sending somebody else’s son or daughter 
to possible death. In the end, it comes » sive 
to this: You cannot make that kind of decision 
unless you are certain you understand what 
is at stake. I knew what was at stake. And 
because of the bravery of America’s sons and 
daughters in Desert Storm, America today 
is safer and Israel today is safer. 

Ask yourself this question, where the Mid- 
dle East would be today, where Israel’s secu- 
rity would be today if we had followed the 
counsel of my critics. Ask yourself where we 
would be if we had someone in the Oval Of- 
fice who would have waffled, who would 
have wavered and wanted to have it both 
ways. Listen to my opponent’s very own 
words on whether he would have followed 
my lead and drawn a line in the sand. And 
here is the exact quotation: “I guess I would 
have voted with the majority if it was a close 
vote. But I agree with the arguments the mi- 
nority made.” Where would we be? I'll tell 
you. We would be facing a nuclear-armed 
Iraq, dominant in the Middle East, with a 
chokehold on the world’s oil supplies; an Ira 
that showed clearly to the rest of the worl 
that aggression against one’s neighbors can 
go unchecked; an Iraq threatening Israel’s 
very existence. Israel’s very survival would be 
at stake. And we'd be talking about whether 
there was any chance to avoid nuclear Arma- 
geddon in the Middle East. Well, Desert 
Storm swept away that nightmare. And be- 
cause of America’s courage, today we now 
have the chance to see the dawn of peace 
in the Middle East. 

There is still lots of work to be done. The 
Middle East, indeed, the world, is still a dan- 
gerous place. Terrorists continue to target 
the innocent. The proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction casts a cloud over the 
region’s future. Iraq’s Saddam Hussein, how- 
ever much weaker, defeated, and locked in 
the prison of his own country, still brutalizes 
his own people, resists the will of the inter- 
national community. 

The need for Israel to remain strong is be- 
yond question. And it clearly includes having 
a defensive capability against missile attack. 
Scud attacks on Israel should have made that 
clear to everyone in the United States of 
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America. For that reason, I have proposed 
to Israel that it participate in our develop- 
ment of a global protection system. Let me 
say to you: You ought to take a good, close 
look at anyone who claims to be a friend of 
Israel, at anyone who claims to be serious 
about Israel’s security but opposes develop- 
ment of the defenses like GPALS that may 
be the most effective way for Israel to defend 
itself against missile attack. The point is, the 
need for U.S.-Israel strategic partnership and 
cooperation remains as strong as ever. 

And we’re also going to see that partner- 
ship at work this week because I am happy 
to tell you that I am sending to the Congress 
legislation requesting up to $10 billion in 
loan guarantees to aid Israel’s Government 
in welcoming its immigrants. [Applause] And 
from that response, I know I can count on 
the support of everyone in this room to make 
sure that this proposal becomes law. Yes, 
we're in tough economic times in this coun- 
try, but don’t let any Member of Congress 
tell you we can’t afford to do this. We can, 
and we must. Today I ask you: Take that mes- 
sage to Capitol Hill. 

I am glad that Prime Minister Rabin and 
I were able to reach an understanding on 
loan guarantees when we met up at 
Kennebunkport last month. He outlined for 
me the new Israeli government’s new prior- 
ities, committed to investing in Israel itself, 
and stood determined to avoid steps that 
could hamper progress toward peace. I share 
that commitment. And as a result, we will 
be able to promote peace and welcome new 
immigrants at one and the same time. Both 
are humanitarian undertakings; both deserve 
our full support. It was important not to 
choose between them, and I am glad that 
we are now in a position to promote both 
of those objectives. 

As for the future, I am confident that on 
most issues, on most occasions, we and Israel 
will find ourselves in agreement. I, for one, 
am committed to revitalizing the tradition of 
full consultations between : United States 
and Israel on the entire range of issues affect- 
ing stability in the Middle East. I know Prime 
Minister Rabin shares this commitment. And 
let me emphasize this point: There will be 
no surprises. 
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Our support for Israel and its security is 
not simply a policy. It is a principle. As I 
said after Prime Minister Rabin and I met 
in Maine, this is a relationship based on a 
shared commitment to democracy and com- 
mon values, as well as a solid commitment 
to Israel’s security, including its qualitative 
military edge. This is a special relationship, 
one specially built to endure. 

This oo is important, especially 
now, as we enter the new era of uncertainty. 
Old empires are dying, new nations being 
born. This is a time when a nation needs to 
know who it can count on. Israel has a stabil- 
ity of purpose, a strength of spirit that has 
seen it through dark days. We know Israel 
will be there for us, just as we will always 
be there for Israel. Rudy touched on this in 
the introduction but, no doubt there will be 
times when we disagree. Even friends dis- 
agree. Even Barbara and I disagree from 
time to time. America will have disagree- 
ments with Israel just as we sometimes dis- 
agree with Canada and France and Germany 
and Britain. Those differences are signs of 
the durability of a strong relationship, of the 
democratic bonds we share. The point is this: 
These are disagreements between friends, 
and I emphasize that word, friends. 

There may even be issues where you and 
I will take opposing sides and things may get 
hot and words may be exchanged. In the past, 
I'll never forget this one, some remarks of 
mine were I felt misinterpreted. I have gone 
on the record expressing my regret for any 
pain those words caused. Again I want to 
make it clear, I support, I endorse, and I 
deeply believe in the God-given right of 
every American to promote what they be- 
lieve. It is your right as an individual. It’s 
more than a right. It’s your duty as an Amer- 
ican citizen. 

But let me also say that it is important that 
we learn how to disagree. The way democ- 
racies engage in debate is not without con- 
sequence. It is a mark of civility and freedom. 
I hardly need to tell anyone in this room just 
what anti-Semitism is. As my friend Abe 
Foxman, with us today, of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League has pointed out, to accuse those 
who may come to different conclusions on 
one or another public issue of harboring anti- 
Semitism is to cheapen the term. That is dan- 
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gerous. That is deeply wrong. And when 
those words, without justice, have been 
aimed at me, I can tell you, they cut right 
to the heart. 

But let’s put all of this aside now and look 
to the future. I’ve talked to you here about 
my optimism for that future. We come to- 
gether at a blessed time. The cold war is over. 
And Arab-Israeli peace talks have begun. 
There is another reason to be optimistic. The 
American people will soon exercise their un- 
broken 200-year democratic right to elect a 
President. And I’m optimistic, too, about the 
identity of that new President. There I go 
sounding like Harry Truman. I’ve got to be 
careful about that. But seriously, you have 
made me feel I’m among friends, and I know 
we've had some differences, but I also hope 
you'll look at this overall record. But let me 
leave you with this. However it turns out, 
commitment to freedom and democracy, to 
tolerance and opportunity in America and 
around the world will not change. 

You are members of a community that has 
a long and great tradition of political partici- 
pation. B’nai B'rith stands for opportunity, 
for tolerance, for opposition to anti-Semitism 
and the ugly face of hate in all its forms. 
You stand, too, for stalwart support for Amer- 
ica’s close friend and ally, Israel. And now 
let me say that on all these issues I am proud 
to stand with you. 

In 3 weeks—[applause|—and say thank 
you all. May God bless the State of Israel. 
And listen, 3 weeks from now—the start of 
a new year. I wish you a prosperous year; 
I wish you a year of peace. And may God 
bless the United States of America. Thank 
you all very, very much 

Q. Mr. President, your words were very 
clear in your concern about trying to elimi- 
nate anti-Semitism and removal of the Arab 
boycott against Israel. We also applaud your 
efforts for helping us open the gates for our 
Soviet and Ethiopian brothers to have the 
freedom to leave those countries and espe- 
cially for your supporting the $10 billion loan 
guarantee. 

The President has consented to answer 
some questions which I will pose to him. Mr. 
President, the first question: With all the talk 
about an economy in recession, many Ameri- 
cans believe that the real problem is an econ- 
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omy in decline. What, in your judgment, 
would it take to reverse this decline? 


The Economy 


The President. In the first place, we've 
had a tough time. It hasn’t been only the 
United States of America. Look around the 
world. There has been a global recession, 
certainly a global slowdown. The United 
States economy has grown anemically for five 
straight quarters, five straight quarters. But 
it’s so anemic that many areas don’t feel it, 
because to average out a growth like that you 
have to have some areas doing much worse 
and some areas doing better. 

What it’s going to take, it seems to me, 
to turn the economy around is to get the 
Government sector of the economy doing 
less. And that’s why I am favoring holding 
the growth on spending. I will not touch So- 
cial Security; I’ve said that over and over 
again and have been very faithful to that. But 
in my view, the Government spends too 
much and taxes too much. Too much in the 
public sector, not enough in the private sec- 
tor. 

Now, in my January State of the Union 
message, I suggested to what I now call the 
gridlocked Congress that they move on cer- 
tain incentives to stimulate the economy. In- 
vestment tax allowance, for example. A credit 
for first-time homebuyers to stimulate the 
housing market. I still believe firmly that a 
good way to stimulate this economy is a cap- 
ital gains tax reduction. We are not saving 
enough, and we're not increasing capital 
enough. And the way you do that is to cut 
that capital gains rate. It will increase jobs, 
increase investment, increase risk-taking. I 
know I have a big argument with those on 
the other side of the political aisle, but I be- 
lieve it would work now just as it worked 
when it was cut in 1978 as a stimulation. 

So the philosophy is cut back on tax-and- 
spend as an approach, and try to get this Gov- 
ernment under control with less regulation, 
more incentive to save and invest, and cer- 
tainly do something about the fabric of the 
Nation. And that is, we’re talking here about 
the need for us to be competitive internation- 
ally. We're going to have to do better in the 
field of education, and our America 2000 
program makes a very good step about that. 
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I have been concerned about the con- 
fidence factor because you’ve had so much 
gloom and doom about the economy that 
people are scared. Yes, things have been 
slow. But I am not pessimistic in the long 
run. I simply disagree with my opponent 
when he talks about this Nation being a Na- 
tion in decline or ranking somewhere be- 
tween Germany and Sri Lanka, to use his 
own words. We don’t. Go talk to your friends 
abroad, and you'll find that we are still, in 
spite of our difficulty, the envy of the world. 
Now what we've got to do is get ready and 
move forward into the future with some opti- 
mism. I believe we can do it. 


Palestine and Middle East Peace 


Q. Mr. President, do you still oppose the 
creation of an independent Palestinian state? 
And what framework for peace do you see 
involving and between Arabs and Israelis? 

The President. The second part—the an- 
swer to the first part is, yes. 

Q. And what framework for 
see involving and between Ara 
lis? 

The President. The answer is, yes, I still 
oppose a Palestinian state. I’ve been consist- 
ent on that for a long, long time. But I think 
the framework lies in successful step-by-step 
progress on these negotiations. And once 
again I don’t want to put this in too much 
of a political context, bes I think some in 
our administration deserve great credit for 
the diplomacy used in bringing these parties 
together. And therein is the best framework 
for the peace. 

Let the parties negotiate it out. Let the 
parties, we're not going to dictate the terms. 
We shouldn't dictate the terms. Let the par- 
ties negotiate it out in face-to-face negotia- 
tion. The framework is there. Now our role 
is to be catalytic, to keep the —— at the 
peace table as best we can, be as helpful as 
we can in that, and not try to impose some 
settlement on one party or another. And it 
takes a while, but we’re making some 
progress, I think. 


ace do you 
s and Israe- 


Separation of Church and State 


Q. Jews and others in this country are oe 
concerned about the separation of churc 
and state. How can you allay fears that the 
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wall of separation is being increasingly erod- 
ed? 

The President. I don’t think the wall is 
being eroded. Certainly legally it’s not, and 
it shouldn’t be eroded. I believe firmly, and 
I’ve stated this over and over again, of separa- 
tion between church and state. Where you 
get into some complications or some discus- 
sion of this is when you get into school 
choice. I happen to favor it. Some people 
don’t, thinking that it’s going to get church 
and States involved. But what we propose 
in that area, for example, is to help the fami- 
lies and let them choose. 

I was a recipient, and I'll bet there’s a 
bunch of other old guys around here, that 
were recipients of the GI bill after World 
War II. And they didn’t say to me, you can 
take this help from the Government to go 
to a State school. They said, here, take it and 
go to whatever school you want, college of 
your choice. It didn’t diminish anything. 

And so I think we ought to try the same 
thing, whether it’s public, private, or religious 
schools. That, in my view, is not merging 
church and state. What I think of it is a 
choice for a family that has been demon- 
strably successful early on. 

But the underlying point is, certainly any 
President of the United States must be al- 
ways concermed that nothing he or she might 
do should blur this line of separation be- 
tween church and state. It is very, very fun- 
damental to our system. And I hope that I 
can stand up credibly on my record for that 
principle. 


Sale of F-15’s to Saudi Arabia 


Q. With a final question, we are concerned 
about news reports that you plan to send to 
Congress a proposal to sell F-15 jets to Saudi 
Arabia, especially since Saudi Arabia is in a 
state of war with Israel and is engaged in 
an economic boycott of Israel, which also af- 
fects the United States, business interests 
and American jobs. Do you still plan to pro- 
pose the sale of F-15’s to the Saudis? 

The President. When you're President, 
you look at all the issues. You look at every- 
thing in the area. One of them, of course, 
is Israel’s qualitative edge. As I said in my 
remarks, I’m going to keep that in mind. You 
also look at the domestic economy. You also 
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look at the Persian Gulf and the areas of 
stress and constraint over there. 

No decision has been made. We have 
made consultations. I do want to make this 
a little bit, put a little political spin on this, 
my opponent the other day in St. Louis, big 
headline, said that he supported the sale. 
When you are President you have to do a 
lot of consultation on this. I can tell you no 
final decision has been made. I don’t want 
to misrepresent it, consideration is being 
given to this. But whether there is any dif- 
ference between the parties for this election 
on this question I don’t know. But I can guar- 
antee you the qualitative edge that Israel has 
will not be neglected. And as I say, I will 
keep fighting for the elimination of the boy- 
cott and these other—and for the day when 
you can sit down and have a peace agree- 
ment. 

But again, a President has to look at the 
overall security requirements, and that’s ex- 
actly what I am doing right now. And I would 
then have to notify Congress, I’m not sure 
of the timing on that, if a decision is made 
to go forward. But again, I will think it all 
out, make my decision, and call it the way 
I see it like that umpire does. The buck does 
stop on that desk in the Oval Office, and you 
have to make tough calls sometimes. 

Q. Mr. President, we are honored to make 
a special presentation to you today. We have 
a replica of the famous George Washington 
letter to which you referred so eloquently in 
your remarks. The original letter, written in 
1790, is one of B’nai B’rith’s most prized pos- 
sessions. It is an historic document because 
it is the first link in an unbroken chain. Every 
President from George Washington to you, 
sir, has championed liberty and justice for 
all. The worldwide family of B’nai B'rith is 
proud to present this to you. 

The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you. A great pleasure. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. at 
the Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Kent Schiner, president 
of B’nai B’rith; George Klein, general chair- 
man of the Bush-Quayle ’92 Jewish Cam- 
paign Committee; and Max M. Fisher, honor- 
ary chairman of the Bush-Quayle ’92 Na- 


tional Finance Committee. 
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Statement on Virginia Welfare 
Reform 


September 8, 1992 


Today, as millions of American school- 
children return to school, I am pleased that 
we are approving Virginia’s request for wel- 
fare waivers. These waivers will allow Vir- 
ginia to test a program that encourages chil- 
dren of welfare recipients to attend school. 

Under Virginia’s program, children in 
grades 6 through 8 in a limited number of 
schools will be required to attend school, or 
their families would lose the higher welfare 
payments and other rewards provided as in- 
centives. To encourage students to stay in 
school, individual dropout prevention coun- 
seling and other needed services will be pro- 
vided. Families of children who remain tru- 
ant despite counseling may have their assist- 
ance payment further reduced. 

Education and job skills are necessary for 
any person to become a productive member 
of society. Virginia’s program will evaluate 
whether these incentives improve school at- 
tendance and performance. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Russia-United States Taxation 
Convention 


September 8, 1992 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification the Convention be- 
tween the United States of America and the 
Russian Federation for the Avoidance of 
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal 
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income, 
signed at Washington on June 17, 1992, to- 
gether with a related Protocol. I also transmit 
the report of the Department of State. 

The convention replaces, with respect to 
Russia, the 1973 income tax convention be- 
tween the United States of America and the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. It will 
modernize tax relations between the two 
countries and will facilitate greater private 
sector United States investment in Russia. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the conven- 
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tion and related protocol and give its advice 
and consent to ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 8, 1992. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 


September 8, 1992 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, adopted May 9, 1992, by 
the resumed fifth session of the Intergovern- 
mental Negotiating Committee for a Frame- 
work Convention on Climate Change (“Con- 
vention”), and signed by me on behalf of the 
United States at the United Nations Con- 
ference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro on June 12, 
1992. The report of the Department of State 
is also enclosed for the information of the 
Senate. 

The Convention, negotiated over a period 
of nearly 2 years, represents a delicate bal- 
ance of many interests. It embodies a com- 
aharaneates approach embracing all green- 

ouse gases, their sources and sinks, and pro- 
motes action to modify net emissions trends 
of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the 
1987 Montreal Protocol on Substances that 
Deplete the Ozone Layer. It supports an ac- 
tion-oriented a proach to net emissions re- 
duction that aka into account specific na- 
tional circumstances. It provides the basis for 
assessing the impacts and effectiveness of dif- 
ferent national responses in light of existing 
scientific and economic information and new 
developments. The Convention encourages 
cooperative arrangements by providing for 
joint implementation between and among 
parties under mutually agreed terms. 

The ultimate objective of the Convention 
is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations 
(not emissions) in the atmosphere at a level 
that would prevent dangerous human inter- 
ference with the climate system. In accord- 
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ance with this objective, the Convention calls 
on all parties to prepare national inventories 
of anthropogenic emissions, implement ap- 
propriate national and regional programs to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change, pro- 
mote technology cooperation (including 
technology transfer), promote scientific re- 
search and monitoring, and promote and co- 
operate in the full and open exchange of in- 
formation and in education, training, and 
public awareness programs. In light of such 
provisions, this Convention constitutes a 
major step in protecting the global environ- 
ment from potential adverse effects of cli- 
mate change. 

The Convention will enter into force 90 
days after the 50th instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, or approval has been deposited. 
Ratifcation by the United States is necessary 
for the effective implementation of the Con- 
vention. Early ratification by the United 
States is likely to encourage similar action by 
other countries whose participation is also es- 
sential. It should be noted that the Conven- 
tion does not permit reservations. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to this Conven- 
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi- 
cation. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 8, 1992. 


Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Republican Congressional Leaders 


September 9, 1992 


The President. I’ve invited our leader- 
ship, Republican leadership, here this morn- 
ing to talk about what can get done in this 
very short session of the Congress. I want 
the Congress to pass 12 signable appropria- 
tions bills. There’s 4 weeks available. There’s 
no reason why Congress cannot produce 
these spending bills individually without re- 
sorting to a lot of pork-laden additions to the 
bills. And I will sign them only if they comply 
with my budget request. 

I also want to see action on some of the 
things that we’ve been talking to the Amer- 
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ican people about over the weekend. We 
should take a first bold step on legal reform. 
The civil justice reform legislation en 
to change our current inefficient, costly legal 
system has been pending in Congress for 
over 7 months without even a hearing. And 
before adjourning, the Congress should at 
least seize the immediate opportunity, start- 
ing in the Senate this week, and pass the 
product liability reform bill. 

And they can and should take a step, a 
first step, a needed first step on enacting a 
health care reform bill by passing portions 
of my plan, including the small business re- 
form and the medical malpractice reform. 
These are key ingredients. Time is short. 
Both can be passed. By acting on these areas, 
we'll help to provide affordable, quality 
health care for millions who do not have it 
now and be a down payment, frankly, to the 
American people who deserve comprehen- 
sive health care reform without higher taxes 
and without cutting into the quality of United 
States medicine, which is the best in the en- 
tire world. Get the Government further in, 
and it’s going to go down. So we've got to 
protect the quality as well as making insur- 
ance available to all who need it. 

And there are other pieces of legislation. 
I met yesterday with the leaders in the Sen- 
ate and House. I think we can pass our en- 
ergy proposal. We need to get a national en- 
ergy strategy out and approved, and that can 
be done. There are some others we might 
get done. But these that I’ve outlined here 
are priority. And I now want to talk to our 
Members about how we can achieve these 
ends and hear from them if there’s other key 
objectives that can be accomplished here. 

Thank you all very much. 

Family Leave Legislation 

Q. Mr. President, Democrats are ready to 
pass a family leave bill. Will you veto it in 
its present form? 

The President. Well, I’ve got to look at 
what comes down here, of course, as I always 
do. But I’ve expressed my reservations about 
some of the things that are pending. So let’s 
wait and see what happens. We don’t need 
mandates; we need family leave without load- 
ing up small business with a lot more man- 
dates. The concept of family leave I’ve 
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strongly endorsed. But getting the Govern- 
ment further into it and throwing small busi- 
nesses over the edge I’m not sure is the way 
to do it. But let’s see what they say. 

Q. Do you think the Democrats are play- 
ing politics with this issue? 

The President. Almost everything, yes. 
[Laughter] No, I do. I believe it. I think the 
American people believe it. And now I have 
my chance to take the case to the American 
people. I’ve tried to stimulate this economy 
and been rebuffed. And I think the American 
people will see that clearly. I don’t think they 
see it yet. But they will when we get through. 
Of course there’s a lot of politics in this. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:35 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con- 
tent of these remarks. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Norristown, Pennsylvania 


September 9, 1992 


Thank you so much. Thank you, Dr. Hol- 
ton. May I congratulate our superintendent 
for his leadership on America 2000 and on 
the job he’s doing for the whole school sys- 
tem in this area. Good morning to everybody. 
It’s great to be back in Pennsylvania on this 
first day of school. Any excuse to get out of 
class, I know, and here you all are. Thanks 
for greeting me. May I salute the man you 
heard from a minute ago, Secretary Alexan- 
der, Lamar Alexander. He’s come to Wash- 
ington after great experience in education 
and in government, and leading us all with 
this marvelous America 2000 program. We 
owe him a great vote of thanks, and I’m very 
pleased to have him with us. 

Another old friend is with us today, the 
Congressman from this district, Larry 
Coughlin, who is leaving the Congress after 
marvelous service. But he came in with us. 
Larry, do you want to stand up there? 

May I thank all involved with this, particu- 
larly Principal Barry Spencer, who has done 
a great job on all the arrangements and are 
making these facilities available. Josh Lippy, 
the president of the student council, I salute 
him as a student leader. I should add, wel- 
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come back to school. I hope you had a great 
summer. And out here in the audience are 
not just students but members of the cham- 
ber of commerce, Payson Burt and others 
that are taking a leadership role. The class 
of 2000, I salute them, all of you, these par- 
ticipants who got up and read those edu- 
cation goals. I thought they did a first-class 
job; not a nervous one in the bunch. And 
I salute all the volunteers, the volunteers that 
make it happen as we try to reform edu- 
cation. I'll get to the teachers in a minute. 

I’m told that many of you were nervous 
this week, tensions rising about the big event, 
wondering how you'll handle all the atten- 
tion. Well, I’m here to put your fears at rest. 
I know you'll do great against North Penn 
Friday night. 

You know, I want to just give a serious 
talk this morning. You know, our world has 
been through a lot of change in the past few 
years. When my kids were the age of the 
kids in this room today, they used to practice 
nuclear disaster drills. The alarms would go 
off, and they would all crawl under the des 
and wait. This happened all across the coun- 
try, all across many countries. That doesn’t 
happen anymore. As a parent and as a eae 
parent, I am glad that American kids can 
grow up in the sunshine of peace. We ought 
to be grateful for that as a Nation. 

But now that the cold war is over, the chal- 
lenge before our Nation is to win the peace, 
to guarantee that America in the 21st century 
will be not just a military superpower but 
also an export superpower, an economic su- 
perpower. That’s just a fancy way of saying 
that when you grow up, you deserve the 
chance to have a good job and live a better 
life than your parents and grandparents. You 
should live the American dream. 

That’s why I’m here this morning, to talk 
about how we can build what you need and 
deserve, the very best schools in the entire 
world. 

Now, I admit, education is not usually 
found on the front page of the newspaper 
or at the top of the evening news, but it is 
the solution for most of what you do see 
there. As a President and as a grandparent, 
my loyalty lies with young people, kids like 
these fifth graders who did such a fantastic 
job laying out these national education goals 
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this morning. In the year 2000, these fifth 
graders will graduate from high school. They 
will have changed so much, we will barely 
be able to recognize them. I want the schools 
from which they graduate to have changed 
so much, that we won't be able to recognize 
them either. 

Four years ago, I said I wanted to lead 
a revolution in American education. And 
today, I come before you to report: The revo- 
lution is underway. 

As President, my job is to set the agenda 
and mobilize the Nation. I’m proud that the 
goals the students read this morning are the 
very first education goals in our Nation’s his- 
tory. They were created by all the Governors, 
Republicans and Democrats alike, and are 
being embraced by parents, by teachers, by 
business and community leaders in town 
after town, city after city, all across America. 
Politics is being laid aside. A revolution in 
education is taking place. If he were here 
today, I’d shake his hand and salute the Gov- 
ernor of this State, who is holding out his 
hand to all who want to see America 2000 
succeed. He’s been a real leader, and we are 
grateful to him for that, Governor Casey. 

I have come to Norristown because you 
accepted my challenge to reinvent American 
schools. And again, I salute the principal and 
the superintendent. Norristown is in the 
lead, but you’re not alone. Today, 1,700 com- 
munities in every single State have adopted 
the vision of what we call America 2000. Sev- 
enteen hundred communities have drawn 
lines in the sand of the future that reads, 
our children must be number one. 

The Federal Government should do more 
than offer congratulations, and we are match- 
ing our words with action as we promised. 

You've heard about our first goal, making 
sure every student arrives at school ready to 
learn. For the first time, every eligible 4- 
year-old who wants a Head Start on kinder- 
garten can get one. We have asked for record 
increases in investment for math and science 
education, to help train teachers. That is con- 
sistent with goal number four that was read 
here, math and science excellence. And I bet 
you were proud to watch the Olympics and 
see Jordan and Ewing and Malone slam-dunk 
the opposition. By the year 2000, I want you, 
our young people, to be able to slam-dunk 
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the rest of the world in math and science. 
And we can do it. 

Goal number five is to guarantee a skilled, 
literate work force. My opponent accuses me 
of cutting education spending. That’s just flat 
wrong. I have proposed record increases in 
education Sedillo and during my 4 years, 
Federal investments in education have in- 
creased at a more rapid rate than State and 
local funding. 

But if you think that money alone will 
reinvent our schools, think again. As a nation, 
only Switzerland, only Switzerland spends 
more per student on elementary and second- 
ary pt ares This doesn’t mean we should 
not make new investments; it means we can- 
not spend our money on the old way of doing 
things. 

Our schools were basically designed for 
another age, 100 years ago: a world of Model 
T cars, in which toasters and flashlights were 
a big deal; a world in which most clothes 
were made at home. Imagine, a world with- 
out the King of Prussia Mall! [Laughter] 
Hard to believe. 

But today, if you apply for a summer job 
in a car factory, they'll ask you if you can 
handle mathematics, estimation, and spatial 
relations, things your mom and dad just 
didn’t have to know. And other things have 
changed. It’s tougher being a parent, tougher 
being a teacher, and my grandkids tell me 
it’s pretty tough being a kid these days. The 
world has changed, and so must our schools. 

You don’t have to look far for new ideas. 
Teachers, school board members, parents, 
business leaders, all are fountains of innova- 
tion. They represent the true genius of Amer- 
ica, and we must encourage them. Right now, 
as we gather today, America is responding 
to this charge. Really, four revolutions are 
underway. 

First, we are in the process of creating 
hundreds of what we call break-the-mold 
schools, schools that reject the status quo; 
for example, a school where students attend 
all year round. Now, I challenged America 
to come up with ideas for these schools, and 
Norristown was one of 700 communities that 
responded. I applaud you for your energy. 
I applaud you for your creativity. 

Revolution number two has to do with 
what we teach in our schools. We must de- 
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mand more of you, so that you can compete 
in the world economy. Your math teachers 
are already relying on new, world-class stand- 
ards, and you are learning more than your 
older brothers and sisters. By the time to- 
day’s fifth graders enter high school, we will 
have new standards in science, history, Eng- 
lish, geography, civics, and the arts. And to 
support these standards, we will have a na- 
tional examination system, and I call it the 
American achievement tests, so that parents 
can know how our kids and our schools are 
doing. 

The third revolution involves a very impor- 
tant person, your teacher. If I can ask a favor, 
since this is the first day of school, I assume 
none of you have received any tests back yet. 
So let’s take advantage of the good feeling 
and say thanks to all the teachers in this 
room. They are making a difference in your 
life, and we should applaud them. I'd like 
to ask them to stand up, all the teachers here. 
[Applause] Thank you all very much. 

Let me make this point to the students: 
When your teachers tana their career, they 
did it because they love learning and they 
love helping you to live up to your potential. 
They certainly didn’t do it for self-gain. They 
did it to help someone else. 

Not long ago, as part of my America 2000 
effort, I met with some teachers up in Lehigh 
Valley, and I asked them what was their big- 
gest problem. I thought they might talk about 
a lack of money or discipline or the drug 
problem. But they instead talked about all 
the paperwork and regulations, about getting 
State government off their back. 

I cannot do much about Harrisburg, but 
this week Congress will consider my legisla- 
tion to give teachers more flexibility in using 
Federal funds, as long as they achieve results. 
Congress wants to give flexibility to just 300 
schools. I want to give it to all 110,000 
schools. We've got to relieve these teachers 
of federally mandated paperwork require- 
ments. I trust the teachers, not the Govern- 
ment, to do what's right for our students. 

There’s one final revolution underway. I 
think every parent should have the right to 
choose the school they want for their chil- 
dren. 

Not long ago, I was talking with a Milwau- 
kee parent—she and her kid came to the 
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Roosevelt Room right outside of the Oval Of- 
fice in the White House—her name, Janette 
Williams. She told me her son Javon went 
to a crowded school; teachers couldn’t pay 
attention to him. He was so bored, he’d just 
go home halfway through the day. Then Mil- 
waukee gave some parents the right to 
choose new schools for their kids. And today, 
this kid Javon is doing his homework, attend- 
ing all his classes, even helping clean up 
around the classroom. 

I want to hear more stories like that. My 
“GI bill” for kids would give $1,000 scholar- 
ships to children of middle- and low-income 
families that they can use to spend on any 
school of their choice. Most parents would 
choose public schools, but every parent 
should be able to choose any school, public, 
private, or religious. Right here in Norris- 
town, almost 6,000 kids, about two-thirds of 
the school population, would be eligible for 
this $1,000 scholarship. Norristown would re- 
ceive another $6 million in new Federal 
funds, not controlled by bureaucrats but par- 
ents and teachers. When it comes to choosing 
schools, I trust parents, not the Government, 
to do the right thing. 

So these are the four revolutions in Amer- 
ican education: break-the-mold schools, new 
standards, getting Government off the teach- 
ers’ backs, and giving parents real choice. To- 
gether these revolutions will change our 
schools. When these fifth graders come back 
to visit Miss Ritter and Mrs. Bieler in 8 years, 
they will marvel at how small the desks are 
and how they have to stoop way over to use 
the water fountain. But as they look and lis- 
ten to the school around them, they will say, 
“Everything else has changed.” 

Now, as some of you may have heard, 
there’s an election in about 55 days. So be- 
fore I leave you this morning, I want to take 
just a moment and contrast my education vi- 
sion with the opponent’s. I want to be fair. 
When I convened the national education 
summit—I mentioned it earlier in this 
speech about—with the Governors present, 
most of the Governors attended. Governor 
Clinton’s role was constructive. He helped 
to set these national educational goals, and 
I commend him for that. 

However, the facts tell the story about his 
own record. In 1980, Arkansas ranked 47th 
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in the percentage of adults with high school 
diplomas, now 48th. Today, they're dead last 
in the percentage of adults with college de- 
grees. 

But that’s not the real issue. The real issue 
is what kind of education President would 
my opponent be. And in this campaign, Gov- 
ernor Clinton has spent a lot of time courting 
the education establishment, teachers 
unions’ leaders and the liberal Congress. 
These people fear change. Look at the edu- 
cation before Congress today. They really 
don’t want to spend more money on edu- 
cation. They want to spend it on the same 
old system. I wish fixing our schools was that 
easy; it is not. 

A President’s job is to set a path and insist 
that the Nation sticks to it. But Governor 
Clinton is in with the crowd who say no to 
break-the-mold schools, no to higher stand- 
ards, no to less regulation, and no to my “GI 
bill” for kids. Here’s the difference between 
me and my opponent: He has told the edu- 
cation establishment what they want to hear. 
And I will continue to tell them what Amer- 
ica needs to hear. 

You hear a lot of talk about change in this 
election. But ultimately, change isn’t what 
you say; it is what you do. With your help 
and the help of millions of other Americans, 
we have set the forces in motion to literally 
revolutionize the way we prepare our young 
people. And I hope you will give me the op- 
portunity to finish the revolution. 

To the parents, teachers, community lead- 
ers, and students participating in Norristown 
2000, I say thank you. You are writing a bet- 
ter chapter in this history of America’s next 
generation. 

Thanks for listening. And may God bless 

each and every one of you, the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and the United States of America. 
Thank you very much. 
Note: The President spoke at noon at Norris- 
town High School. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to James N. Holton, superintendent, 
Norristown Area School District; Barry 
Spencer, principal, Norristown High School; 
and Payson Burt, president, Central Mont- 
gomery County Chamber of Commerce. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 
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Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Employees of Uniform 
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The President. Listen, it’s a pleasure to 
be here. Thank you all very much. Welcome 
to the Phil Donahue Show. [Laughter] I feel 
like that, sitting out here. But let me just 
thank Bruce, all that greeted us, all of you 
involved in this wonderful company, and all 
who, particularly, have participated in this 
education approach. As I look at the country 
and look at the problems facing us, we’re in 
a transition period. We've been through eco- 
nomic hell in this country. We’re poised in 
my view for a decent and strong recovery, 
but always at the bottom of this is education 
for the future. 

One of the reasons we are so strongly in 
support of America 2000 is it trains people 
for the future. They have this thing: No one 
is too old to learn. Well, so to demonstrate 
that, Lamar Alexander, our Secretary of Edu- 
cation who is with me, suggested about a year 
ago that I learn to run a computer. I’m trying 
to kill him for that, but nevertheless I use 
it all the time. I think it does help dem- 
onstrate that nobody’s too darn old to learn. 

Similarly, we're in a mobile economy, and 
our whole health care reform proposal talks 
about people being able to move, take their 
health care with them if they move into an- 
other challenging area. 

So I just wanted to salute you. I’m pleased 
to be at this company that’s taken the lead 
in education. It offers everything for the fu- 
ture. We’re got to do new ways. We can’t 
go back to the same old ways that the schools 
have been run forever. And I’m going to keep 
pushing for the America 2000 education pro- 
gram, meeting these six educational goals. 
They're not Democrat or Republican. The 
Governor of this State has been terribly sup- 
portive of this program, and it’s one that I 
don’t have to go to Congress for a lot of it. 
I’ve got to go to Congress for some of it, 
but a lot can be done right at the company 
level or the school level. 

So I’m glad to be here for that reason and 
many others. And I see this guy’s T-shirt: “I'll 
do it tomorrow. I'd rather a fishing.” He’s 
right. He’s on to something. [Laughter] But 
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for 55 days they won’t let me do anything 
like that. No more fishing. I’ve got to get 
to work here. And I’m looking forward to 
the next few days to take this kind of message 
to the country. 

Now, I don’t know how we proceed, but 
fire away on questions. Shoot. 

Q. Good morning, Mr. President. What as- 
surances can you give the American people 
that you'll be more effective working with 
Congress in your next term? 

The President. Good question. I have 
been criticizing Congress as the gridlocked 
Congress. People on the other side are talk- 
ing about change. The one institution that 
hasn’t changed in 38 years is this Congress 
that can’t run a two-bit bank or a two-bit 
post office. So I’ve had my battles with them. 

We've gotten some things done. We've got 
a good program on the child care, for exam- 
ple, on the ADA which is bringing the dis- 
abled into the mainstream. And it’s a very 
important question. People don’t want 


gridlock. The assurance comes from the fact 
there are going to be at least 100, maybe 


as many as 150, new Members of Congress 
that have to do what I have to do: go out 
into the neighborhoods, go out into compa- 
nies like this, take your case to the people, 
and listen to the people. And I think the kind 
of changes that people want are the kind that 
I stand for. 

So what I’ve said I’ll do is take these new 
Members when they get here—heck with the 
party—bring them into the White House and 
say, “Let’s get these things done: health care 
reform, Education 2000,” whatever the pri- 
orities are that come out of this election and 
education and health care. 

I also happen to think—I see these police 
officers on the line—I’m fighting for a 
stronger anticrime bill. It’s been literally, 
now, this is not making excuses, it’s been bot- 
tled up in Congress ever since I’ve become 
President. And my case now is, take it to the 
people. Then if the people support my ap- 
proach to tougher law enforcement for the 
neighborhoods, remind the Members of 
Congress when they come there, and say, 
“Look, this is what the people want.” That’s 
the good thing about a 4-year election cycle. 
So, sit with the new Members, try to get it 
done. And I think we can. 
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Come on, you guys. Here we are. Sir? 

Q. Being a—l|inaudible|—to and a pro- 
— of the American worker, what steps 

as your administration taken to not—[in- 
audible|—the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, OPIC? 

The President. We're taking steps to fund 
it. Because I think when you create more 
export market, OPIC—and that’s exactly 
what it does—you create more jobs in this 
country. In this sick and anemic economy, 
which incidentally, has grown for the last 
five—hey, just a minute, I haven't finished 
yet. [Laughter] But no, really, what it does, 
OPIC secures American—|[inaudible|—that 
are selling abroad. And that is what we need. 
It creates more domestic jobs. So I’m strong- 
ly for OPIC. It’s done a very good job. More 
and more American products are being sold 
because of investments like that. 

Q. Mr. President, my question is: What 
personal message would you like to deliver 
to the former employees of companies like 
Allied Tank and Anchor Glass, local people 
who have lost their jobs due to plant closings 
during your tenure in office? 

The President. I'd say we've been caught 
in a very tough economic time, and we've 
got to move forward now with incentives to 
stimulate the economy. If we had had this 
investment tax allowance, I believe a lot of 
companies that aren’t in business would be 
in business. I believe it would have stimu- 
lated investment. 

I happen to believe that the credit for first- 
time homebuyers that’s hung up in this 
gridlocked Congress would have helped the 
housing industry. I don’t know whether any 
of these companies sell to that. Some of them 
are talking about change. We're actually in 
an outmoded process being replaced by 
something new. There, you’ve got to do what 
this company is doing, and what I’m propos- 
ing on better education. So it’s a combination 
of all three of these areas. 

But let me say this on the economy: It 
is lousy. We know that. We've been trying 
to stimulate it. And we're in a global reces- 
sion. It’s not just the United States. Take a 
look at Canada. Take a look at England and 
France and Germany. It has been too long. 

I do think, with interest rates down, wit 
inflation down, with a “misery index” which 
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reached 21.9 percent under the last time we 
had a Democrat President and a Democrat 
House, Congress, down now to around 10 
percent, we should be able to recover and 
recover well. But you’ve got to do these 
things we're talking about. 

Yes, sir, in the back. 

Q. My question, Mr. President, is also ref- 
erencing to Education Secretary Alexander, 
and I’m glad he’s here. He refers to the many 
educational entrepreneurships as “sort of de- 
fense contractors of the school industry.” If 
there are successes with these programs, 
what incentives will our communities have 
to accept them? 

The President. I'm not sure—where’s 
Lamar? Do you want to comment on what 
you've said and then let me try to fill in on 
the rest of it? Because I’m not sure I’ve heard 
him use that expression. 

Secretar; Alexander. He asks about 
the—I made a reference to the design teams 
for the New American Schools Development 
Corporation that you created. There were 
700 applications for that, and 11 were se- 
lected. They're going into the business of 
helping communities create very different 
schools. The question was, what are the in- 
centives for them? 

The incentives for them are the same in- 
centives, Mr. President, that the defense con- 
tractors have. What we spend on elementary 
and secondary education is about exactly the 
same amount of money in America that we 
spend on national defense. And defense is 
going down, and education is going up. So 
those businesses have the opportunity if they 
wish to be for-profit—most of them are not, 
but if they wish to be—of helping school dis- 
tricts in States improve the management of 
their schools. Now, that would be 

The President. Thank you very much. 

What we're talking about here, for those 
not familiar, is this whole concept of literally 
revolutionizing the schools. Lots has changed 
in this country. Employees—work on the 
floor has changed; a lot of things has 
changed. Defense has changed. But the 
schools, elementary and secondary, schools 
literally have not had fundamental change. 
So when we talk about the new American 
schools, we’re talking about letting the com- 
munities come together, private end of it, 
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teachers and all, and reinvent the schools. 
Some are going to want year-round schools; 
some are going to want to have smaller class- 
es, some larger; some different plant and 
equipment. And we’re just challenging the 
whole system to radically think anew about 
education. 

We spend more on education per capita 
than any country except Switzerland, and I 
don’t believe a single parent can say that 
they're happy with the total results. We're 
grateful to the teachers, but we’re not happy 
with the total results coming out of these 
schools. And so we've got to do what we’re 
talking about in this whole concept of new 
American schools. We need some support 
from Congress. Fortunately, much of it can 
be done as Pennsylvania 2000 is doing. Again, 
I cite your Governor, I cite the chamber of 
commerce, I thank companies like this who 
are literally saying well, we're going to get 
the job done. So they go out and invent and 
innovate, and from that we’re going to— 
other places will learn. 

Q. Mr. President, in your campaign you 
talk of the importance of family values, which 
I agree with. My question is what role, if any, 
the Government is planning to take in assist- 
ing and/or encouraging the country to get 
back to these values that we've lost sight of? 

The President. You know, the opposition 
wants me to get off talking about family val- 
ues. We had the mayors of the largest cities 
in the country, you know, Mayor Bradley of 
Los Angeles, and some of the smallest, may- 
ors of the League of Cities. They came in; 
they said, “The largest concern we have for 
the cities, the problems of the cities, stems 
from the decline of the American family.” 

What we’re trying to do is change the wel- 
fare system, for example, so people have to 
work if they're going to get a welfare check, 
or, as in Wisconsin, have to learn; try to get 
learning and work involved in that. What 
we're trying to do is give choice in child care 
or in education so people can choose where 
their children want to go to school. 

But when we talk about family values, it 
isn’t all what the Federal Government can 
do. A lot of it is things like Barbara tries to 
do when she holds a little kid and shows com- 


passion or when she works for the volunteer 
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reading program to show that parents ought 
to read to their kids. 

I think we’ve gotten away from some of 
these fundamentals. I think discipline is one. 
I think respect for the police officers that 
are out there risking their lives for us every 
single day is a family value. And so, you 
know—and that leads to the kind of crime 
legislation we’re supporting. 

So it is not demagoguery. It is not suggest- 
ing—I was on a thing with Tom Brokaw the 
other night. Bill Clinton was on there before 
me. He said, “Are you trying to say you think 
you and Barbara’s family is better than the 
Clinton family?” I said, “Absolutely not.” 
That’s not what we’re talking about at all. 
We're talking about the fabric of our society. 
We're talking about something that we've 
taken for granted for years, and that is that 
it’s the family around which everything good 
happens in the community. 

We're not criticizing single mothers. As I 
told him on that same show, my daughter 
was one until she got married; she’s now mar- 
ried again, very happy. But it isn’t trying to 


be critical of someone else. It’s simply trying 
to identify with what the strength of our 
country is and then, instead of tearing it 
down, build it up and find ways to improve 
it. 


So we’re going to stay on it. The liberals 
hate it. They are all over me in these edi- 
torials. And I’m going to keep right on it be- 
cause it is right to try to find ways to help 
the family, whether it’s financial help or 
whether it’s just the moral backing of the 
President of the United States. 

Q. I'd like to know what your point of view 
is, if you’re planning to focus more on domes- 
tic issues and keep more of our money at 
home so you support this? 

The President. The answer is—you don’t 
want us to give you a long speech on it. I 
don’t know how long ago you were in grade 
school, but maybe you had to, as everybody 
else did, my kids did, go under, climb under 
the desks to worry about some drill against 
nuclear war. That has dramatically changed. 
Because we kicked Saddam Hussein, the 
United States is the sole leader around the 
world. We are now a military superpower. 
We've got to stay one. We're an economic 
superpower, in spite of the lousiness of our 
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economy, and we’ve got to be an export su- 
perpower. 

So as I see it now, with freedom and de- 
mocracy on the march—and I would like to 
get some credit for that; give plenty of credit 
to my predecessor, I might add—with Ger- 
many reunited, democracy moving in South 
America, Eastern Europe, these great ethnic 
areas free, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Esto- 
nia, that’s done. So we can do what I men- 
tioned back here, sell more abroad, but now 
we've got to use this same energy to change 
things at home. I believe we can get the job 
done because of what I answered this, on 
the new Congress. 

But the answer is not to turn inward. I 
may have a difference with you on this. I 
believe the freer trade we've got, the more 
jobs that means for America. Some are o 
posing me on the North American free a 
agreement, saying it will cost auto jobs. Not 
so. It will increase the amount of auto jobs 
we have because we have the most produc- 
tive workers in the world. Interest rates go 
into a decision as to whether you put plants 
abroad or have them here. They are at all- 
time low. 

So I really don’t want to see us turn in. 
But I do want to see us solve these domestic 
problems of education, of jobs, of crime and 
whatever it is. So that’s the philosophy that 
I'm bringing to it and that I'll be talking 
about out in Detroit tomorrow in a rather 
long but, I hope, comprehensive speech. 

Yes, sir. 

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I would 
like to ask you, is there any more that you 
could do about the moral issues that’s mess- 
ing with our country? I’m talking about rac- 
ism, as in the Rodney King incident. And I’m 
talking about abortion, and as you see that 
that’s getting out of hand. And I’m talking 
about the drug situation, the war. 

The President. Very good question. In the 
first place, racism, anti-Semitism have no 
place in this country. And I think a President 
must continue to speak out on it. And I’ve 
done that, and I’m going to continue to do 
it. 

Secondly, the answer I gave on the family 
is very important to the second part of your 
question. 
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And thirdly—the third one is on crime? 
What was the third part you mentioned? 

Q. Drugs. 

The President. On the drugs. Yes, drugs. 
We have a strong antidrug strategy. The -_ 
news is that use of cocaine has gone down 
by 60 percent in the last 3 years. The bad 
news is that it’s still pouring in here, these 
drugs are, mainly from South America, and 
that the addictive group, the group from 
about 35 years old, the hard users, have got- 
ten a little worse. It hasn’t moved in the right 
direction. So the answer lies, prevention and 
treatment. We're spending a lot more money 
than any administration, and I’m not suggest- 
ing that alone can get the job done, and then 
redoubling our efforts on interdiction. We 
have some good people that are working with 
us in Latin America. Gaviria in Colombia has 
done a good job on it. We’re trying to work 
with Peru and Bolivia on this. But that’s a 
major part of it. And we’re using the military 
much more than we did to try to interdict 
the flow of narcotics coming into this coun- 
try. 

But once again, here’s an area where we 
— do have to back up those that are out 
on the streets, our people out on the streets 
helping, DEA and FBI and local police. And 
that argues for a — crime bill. I mean, 
you've got to put away these hardened crimi- 
nals. We've got to be tougher on the criminal, 
and a little more sensitivity for the victims 
= crime. And that’s what our crime bill will 

o. 

So those are the ways that we're trying to 
approach that problem. 

Yes, in the back, sir. 

Q. I wonder what you have envisioned, 
once you become elected for the next 4 years, 
with the building trade industry, and also, 
back to basics where we're sort of pullin 
ourself up by the bootstraps and make a on 
country such as our forefathers have started? 
And also, the monetary situation, how do you 
think the dollar will fare, like, strong dollar 
or whatever? 

The President. Let me answer the last 
part first. One thing a President shouldn't 
do is say what the level of the dollar is. With 
the dollar at these levels, most people would 
agree, we're going to sell a hell of a lot more 
abroad, and that’s good. You can export a 
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lot more. But I don’t want my answer to be 
interpreted as suggesting at what level the 
doliar should be. That should be set by mar- 
kets and not by the United States. We can’t 
set our currency like that. It has to respond 
to international markets. 

In terms of the values, I’ve tried to re- 
spond to that one. In terms of the building 
trades, that gets to the heart of what we’re 
going to be talking about here and trying to 
do, and that is jobs. I mean, building, I have 
a proposal in. Again, my opponent will jump 
on me for saying I’m blaming Congress. On 
January 20th, we had a State of the Union 
Message, and in it I suggested an investment 
tax allowance and that first-time homebuyers 
credit. It is still sitting there in the United 
States Congress. And I have to take that case 
to the bee. because, in my view, that would 
have stimulated the building trades and stim- 
ulated this kind of employment around the 
country. I just have to insist on that and try 
to make the people understand that I haven’t 
just been sitting there. We've been trying to 
get it done. 

Clinton says we’re blaming the Congress. 
Well, as a matter of fact, I am because they're 
not getting the job done. As I said, I'll work 
with a new Congress. I’ve held my hand out 
to them, but now I’ve got to define the dif- 
ferences. I want to see a balanced budget 
amendment. I want to see less taxes and less 
spending. I’ve got to contrast that in terms 
of a vigorous economy with my opponent. 
And we'll have a debate, and that will all be 
out there for people to see. I want a balanced 
budget amendment. I want a line-item veto. 
If the Congress can’t cut spending, give me 
what 43 Governors have and let me try to 
cut the excess and save more money for the 
private sector or for the families that are 
working. I don’t think you're taxed too little. 
I think we’re spending too much. 

So I’ve got to get that philosophy out there 
and back it up with specifics enough so peo- 
ple will see that we’re very serious about this. 
I believe that will help building trades and 
everything else. I don’t know about city gov- 
ernment. 

Q. What can we do to help you fulfill your 
goals? 

The President. Vote often. [Laughter] 
No, but seriously, I’ve never seen a political 
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year like this. I think most people looking 
at the political process, no matter what party 
you're on, whether you agree with some of 
the things I’ve said here or not, think that 
this is a weird political year, strange kind of 
time. 

But you see, I am optimistic about this 
country. I do look around the world, and I 
see, compared to any other economy or any 
other country, we’re not in decline. We're 
on the rise. I’ve got to take that sense of opti- 
mism and get enough backing to get done 
the kinds of programs that I’ve been advocat- 
ing and will continue to advocate. 

Then the final analysis, and I’ll put it this 
way: I hope, I hope I have earned the trust 
of the American people in terms of the way 
I’ve tried to conduct myself as President. I 
know there’s a big difference. I know there’s 
a lot of differences on issue. But in the final 
analysis, I’m going to say to the American 
people: Here’s my position on the issue. 
Here it is on job training; here it is on skills; 
here it is on education; here it is on accom- 
plishments in foreign policy. Here’s the 
things we haven’t done; here’s the mistakes 
I’ve made. But now I ask for your vote be- 
cause I think I’ve been the kind of President 
in whom you can place your trust. And I'll 
do that, and I think it will resonate. 

Q. My question to you is, what can you 
offer the middle- and the older-aged people 
that have been displaced in the job market? 

The President. The program that I talked 
about in New Jersey the other day of skills 
training, retraining. We've got a tremendous 
problem in the defense industry. One of the 
— you might say, of success is that 

ecause we've been successful in reducing 
the threat to the United States abroad, we’ve 
been able to reduce our defense. But as you 
do that peopic are thrown out of work. So 
that argues for the job retraining programs, 
some of which we have in effect, others of 
which I have proposed. So I think that is the 
major answer, that plus education, to those 
who are older and still able to be in the work- 
place. 

The other thing is that when we go for 
our health care program, which is going to 
keep it in the private sector, provide insur- 
ance to those poorest of the poor, that those 
health benefits will go with the person. In 
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other words, if they leave com X, they 
don’t lose those benefits. I thi t, then, 
gives a certain mobility to the kind of people 
you're talking about, those that want to move 
over next door to a new job and still be able 
to get it. 

But the fundamental thing is, get the econ- 
omy stimulated so young and old will be able 
to have jobs in the private sector. 

Yes, ma’am. Excuse me. Am I out of here? 
[Laughter] 

Q. I'd like to know what your ae oe 
plan is for, especially for the people who do 
not qualify for Medicaid and are unable 
to-—— 

The President. The plan I favor provides, 
through tax credits a through pooling of 
insurance and through more managed care, 
insurance for all. 

People come tearing down into our coun- 
try from Canada and other places because 
of the quality of U.S. medicine. I do not want 
to see the quality diminished. People come 
down to get bypasses in Cleveland because 
they’ve got to wait 6 months to get a coronary 
bypass next door, where they have a national- 
ized program. I think it would be a big mis- 
take to nationalize it. Our program calls for 
what I’ve said, pooling insurance, more use 
of managed care. 

It also calls for something else, and here’s 
one where I have a clear difference from my 
opponent. It calls for getting rid of some of 
these frivolous malpractice suits. You cannot 
coach the Little League without some guy, 
three and two and doesn’t like the call, trying 
to sue you these days. Neighbor is suing 
neighbor, and we're suing each other too 
much. We've got to put some caps on the 
outrageous limits. Doctors sometimes don’t 
practice delivering babies because they're 
afraid they’re going to be sued, and we've 
got to get away from that. That is over $25 
billion—different figures—$20 billion to $50 
billion a year in terms of your added health 
costs. I don’t know how many have been in 
the hospital recently, but hospitals are 
scared. So they say, give the guy three tests 
instead of one. Mak im have test A because 
we're not sure that we won't be sued if we 
only give him test B. 

So, along with pooling the insurance and 
making that transportable so people can take 





1610 


it with them wherever they go, we've got to 
have this concept of malpractice reform 
which, incidentally, helps pay for the thing 
without raising le’s taxes. So I really 
think we've got the | best idea on health care 
reform. 

Congress is all over me. It was raised b 
the Senate race here last year. Take a loo 
at the guy. What’s happened? They control 
the Senate. Where’s their education bill? 
Mine’s sitting up there languishing. So again, 
blaming the Congress, well, in this instance, 
they control both Houses of the Congress. 
You want health care reform? Where is one? 
In 3% years none have come my way. 

We've got a good program. And again, one 
of the good things about this election year 
is you say to the American people: Here’s 
what I stand for. Let him say what he’s for. 
Here’s what I want to get done, regardless 
of whether you’re Democrat or Republican, 
try to make your voice loud pace so that 
when we first come in, sit down with those 
Members of Congress and get this done for 
the American people. So there we are, and 
that’s the approach I take. 

Listen, thank you all very, very much. I 
appreciate it. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in 
the model room at Uniform Tubes, Inc. In 
his remarks, he referred to A. Bruce 
Mainwaring, chairman, Uniform Tubes, Inc., 
and César Gaviria Trujillo, President of Co- 
lombia. A tape was not available for verifica- 
tion of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle Rally in 
Middletown, New Jersey 


September 9, 1992 


The President. Thank you all. Thank you, 
Governor. Listen, thank you for this wel- 
come. What an honor it is to be introduced 
by Governor Tom Kean, great New Jerseyan, 
great friend. Thank you, Governor Kean, for 
heading our campaign. I know that guaran- 
tees success. 

Now, hello to everybody. A thousand 
apologies for being, what, 15 minutes late. 
[Laughter] And I’m delighted to be back, 
back in New Jersey. Allow me to quickly 
thank my host, Mayor Rosemary Peters; the 
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Vets, Neal Cassidy, Al Thomas, Ben Ferrera, 
and all the New Jersey veterans in the audi- 
ence, as well as the Nottingham Little 
League. What a job they did. And I look for- 
ward to seeing Joe Kyrillos in Washington 
soon where he'll join Congressman Chris 
Smith. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more. And let me 
acknowledge some New Jersey talent: Bob 
Franks, Don Francesco, Chuck Haytaian, 
members of the New Jersey Legislature and 
members of the Monmouth County Free 
Holder Board, all good Republicans. 

I was not far from here, as the Governor 
said, almost exactly 4 years ago to the day, 
and I was campaigning for the Presidency. 
Our world was very different, largely because 
of one undeniable fact: A nuclear sword of 
Damocles hung over our children’s head. 

Well, today I return to this beautiful Gar- 
den State to say something no President 
could ever say before: The cold war is over, 
and freedom won. 

Thanks to the sustained effort of brave 
men and women like the veterans here today, 
now our kids can go to sleep without nuclear 
holocaust haunting their dreams. That is real 
progress for mankind, and I’m proud to have 
been a part of it. 

Audience members. Where was Bill? 
Where was Bill? Where was Bill? 

The President. We'll let him answer that 
one. [Laughter] 

Thanks to folks like veteran Bill Denisson, 
who’s 82 years old and came here tonight 
just to hear a young guy like me. He deserves 
credit. Does our children’s peace of mind 
mean anything? You bet it does. We should 
be proud that together we have made it hap- 
pen. 

Now, America’s challenge is straight- 
forward. In the 21st century, America must 
be a military superpower, an export super- 
power, and an economic superpower. 

And in this election, as the Governor said, 
you're going to hear two versions of how to 
do that. Theirs is to look inward and try to 
protect what we already have. And ours is 
to look outward, to open new markets, to pre- 
pare our people to compete, to strengthen 
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our families, our social fabric, to save and 
invest, so that we can win. 

My agenda starts with a commitment to 
trade, by opening world markets to the fruits 
of American labor. My opponent says, turn 
inward. I say American workers can still out- 
work, outthink, and outcreate anybody in the 
entire world. New Jersey, this great State, 
knows what that’s worth better than just 
about anyone. In this State alone, more than 
a quarter-million jobs are tied to foreign in- 
vestment and thousands more to exports. 

Understanding the reality of this global 
economy led me to negotiate the North 
American free trade agreement. That agree- 
ment will create the world’s largest free trade 
zone, a $6 trillion market, from the Yukon 
to the Yucatan, and will create 300,000 
American jobs, and that is just in the short 
run. Governor Clinton used to support it. 
Now he says, “I’m reviewing it carefully, and 
when I have a definite opinion, I'll say so.” 

Well, Walter Lippmann said leadership 
means guarding, and I quote, “a nation’s 
ideals.” Peter Drucker said, quote, “Leader- 
ship is action.” But you know, nowhere have 
I seen leadership defined as, “Hey, I'll get 
back to you later.” You can’t do that when 
you're in the Oval Office. You've got to make 
a decision. 

There’s a clear choice when it comes to 
getting the economy going again, too. I spent 
half my career in the public sector and the 
other half working for a living in the private 
sector, running a small business. And I had 
ulcers to prove it. I think meeting a payroll 
is a good qualification for being President of 
the United States. Holding a job in the pri- 
vate sector is a good qualification. What I 
learned as a businessman is that it’s as plain 
as day that higher taxes do not create jobs. 
They destroy jobs. 

I’ll tell you something else I disagree with 
my opponent about: I believe that Govern- 
ment is already too big and spends too much 
of your money. That’s why I’ve proposed 
freezing discretionary spending in a plan to 
cap the growth of the mandatory spending 
without touching Social Security. We're not 
going to mess with Social Security. We’re 
going to control the growth of other spend- 
ing. And that cap would save almost $300 
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billion over 5 years, $300 billion. I need your 
help for that program. 

You heard Joe talk about, Joe Kyrillos— 
so far Congress has balked at pag these 
tough choices. I want to give you, the tax- 
payer, the option of taking 10 percent of your 
income tax and using it for one purpose 
alone: To reduce the budget deficit. Let’s get 
the crushing weight of debt off the backs of 
these young seas. 2 here today. 

We can take those savings and cut taxes 
across the board. I’ve already vetoed one 
Democratic tax increase, and I'll veto another 
if I have to. I’ve got a pen right here in my 
coat to do just that. No more tax increases. 

Now, what about my opponent? What 
about my opponent? 

Audience members. Clean the House! 
Clean the House! Clean the House! 

The President. We've got to clean the 
House. I’m getting to that, now, just a 
minute. 

Well, my opponent’s been in the public 
sector practically all his professional life. He 
caught the bug during his work on the 
McGovern campaign, and he’s been at it ever 
since. In fact, he’s either been in public office 
or trying to get into public office ever since 
he was 27 years old. Just yesterday, Governor 
Clinton said, “No government can ever re- 

lace the marketplace.” Well, now, he 
sounds like he respects and understands the 
small businessperson. But that’s like a guy 
saying he loves to sail, but he’s never been 
near the water. You've got to understand how 
it works. 

It’s reflected in his policies, too. Last week, 
when Tom Brokaw interviewed both of us 
and interviewed him, the first words out of 
the opponent’s mouth were, after he said 
good evening—he did say that. Then he start- 
ed talking about raising your taxes. We do 
not need to raise taxes in this country. I 
found out the hard way. I went along with 
one Democratic tax increase, and I’m not 
going to do it again, ever, ever. 

He specifically means $150 billion in taxes. 
That’s his proposal. Then he proposes $220 
billion in new Government spending, al- 
though Newsweek magazine says it might 
cost three times as much as he claims. They 
called Governor Clinton’s plan an “economic 
fantasy.” And they are right. 
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Of course, he says he only wants to tax 
the rich. But you know there aren't enough 
rich folks to pay for his programs. And he 
endorsed the $100 billion tax increase passed 
by the congressional Democrats this year. 
And he’s for it. And I’m against it. And who 
do you think is right? 

I ask New Jersey: Does this saxophone 
song sound familiar, tax and spend? I wish 
I could bring every American voter to New 
Jersey to see firsthand what a liberal Gov- 
ernor and a liberal legislature can do to wreck 
an economy. Thank God we’ve got some Re- 
publicans in there now. When Governor 
Florio was in cahoots with the Democratic 
legislature, they acted like every day was 
April 15th. 

I remembered Governor Kean’s motto for 
this State. Well, today, every New Jerseyan 
knows all too well: A rubber-check legislature 
and a rubber-stamp executive are not perfect 
together. 

We need tax incentives to get this economy 
moving. By the way, if you'll give us Joe 
Kyrillos and a few more like him, I’d be using 
my pen not to veto tax hikes, but to sign tax 
cuts into law. That’s what we need. 

The solution to our challenge isn’t raising 
taxes. It’s creating more jobs. I know that 
tourism, for example, is a big part of your 
great economy. I know it creates thousands 
of jobs. So, as the Governor said, I came here 
in 1988 and promised to clean up, help clean 
up your beautiful beaches, and I meant it. 

First, I promised to end ocean dumping 
of sewage sludge. Well, the last barge to ever 
dump sludge in your ocean sailed from New 
York Harbor last June. No more. When tour- 
ists look out over the shore, they won't see 
sludge barges. They'll see sailboats. 

Second, I want to clean up the sewage 
coming from New York City and points be- 
yond. We’ve going to compel New York to 
build those sewage plants so you don’t have 
to put up with their sewage washing up on 
your shores and ruining your beaches and 
vacations. 

We're finally getting the garbage out of the 
water. That’s what the Government can do 
when it confronts real problems with real 
policies, based on real ideas, not an old for- 
mula from the past. 
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Now, while my administration’s out help- 
ing deliver results on the Jersey shore, my 
opponent is talking a good game. But let me 
just give you his record on the environment 
back in his home State. 

According to the Institute of Southern 
Studies, Arkansas ranked dead last for envi- 
ronmental initiatives, and in the amount of 
toxics they dump in to surface water, per cap- 
ita, they were 47th. Now, they did better in 
the amount they pump into the air, they 
jumped all the way up to 42d worst. They 
were way up there at 42 in the percentage 
of rivers and streams that are polluted, too. 
There’s a rumor down there that night fish- 
ing is getting more and more popular in Ar- 
kansas because it’s so easy to spot the fish: 
They glow at night. They light up. [Laughter] 
Yes, the Governor wants to do for America 
what he did to Arkansas. Why would you 
want to let him do that? 

You know, my opponent reminds me of 
a tired guy looking into the medicine cabinet, 
trying to choose among a bunch of old pre- 
scriptions that expired years ago. Old medi- 
cine will not cure our ills. Tax-and-spend will 
not solve our problems. It might kill off the 
patient. Let’s not retreat into the past, with 
tired, expired remedies. Let’s press forward, 
into a new century of global economics, 
where America can compete with the best 
and win a secure and good life at home. 

May I thank the veterans who've provided 
us this wonderful hospitality. God bless those 
that served our country here, each and every 
one of you. May God bless the United States, 
a nation that is on the rise, not on the decline. 
Don’t listen to the pessimists. May God bless 
the United States of America. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:04 p.m. in 
the Middletown VFW Hall. In his remarks, 
he referred to Neal Cassidy, commander, 
Middletown VFW Post; Al Thomas, chair- 
man, and Ben Ferrera, executive director, 
New Jersey Veterans for Bush-Quayle; Bob 
Franks, Republican State Chairman; Donald 
T. DiFrancesco, president, New Jersey State 
senate; and Chuck Haytaian, speaker of the 
New Jersey State assembly. 
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the District of 
Columbia Budget Amendment 
Request 


September 9, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the District of Colum- 
bia Self-Government and Governmental Re- 
organization Act, I am transmitting the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Government’s 1993 Budget 
amendment request. 

The District of Columbia Government has 
submitted a request to increase its FY 1993 
capital authority by $60 million and to repro- 
gram $20 million of capital authority from 
an existing project. The requested increase 
in authority is needed to fund the District’s 
share of the remaining 13.5 miles of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Au- 
thority Metrorail system in accordance with 
the construction schedule adopted in the 
Fifth Interim Capital Contributions Agree- 
ment. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 9, 1992. 


Message to the Cosgrens 


Transmitting the Ireland-United 
States Social Security Agreement 


September 9, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu- 
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95- 
216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here- 
with the Agreement between the United 
States of America and Ireland on Social Se- 
curity, which consists of two separate instru- 
ments: a principal agreement and an admin- 
istrative arrangement. The agreement was 
signed at Washington on April 14, 1992. 

The United States-Ireland agreement con- 
tains all provisions mandated by section 233 
and other provisions that I deem appropriate 
to carry out the provisions of section 233, 
pursuant to section 233(c)(4). It is similar in 
objective to the social security agreements 
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already in force with Austria, Belgium, Can- 
ada, France, Germany, Italy, The Nether- 
lands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such 
bilateral agreements provide for limited co- 
ordination between re United States and 
foreign social security systems to eliminate 
dual social security coverage and taxation, 
and to help prevent the loss of benefit pro- 
tection that can occur when workers divide 
their careers between two countries. 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the — 
ment of Health and Human Services explain- 
ing the key points of the agreement, along 
with a paragraph-by-paragraph explanation 
of the provisions of the principal agreement 
and the related administrative arrangement. 
Annexed to this report is the report required 
by section 233(e)11) of the Social Security 
Act on the effect of the agreement on income 
and expenditures of the U.S. Social Securi 
program and the number of individuals af- 
fected by the agreement. The Department 
of Health and Human Services has rec- 
ommended the agreement and related docu- 
ments to me. 

I commend the United States-Ireland So- 
cial Security Agreement and related docu- 
ments. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 9, 1992. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the China-United 
States Fishery Agreement 


September 9, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In sian with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith an Agreement between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China Amending and Extending 
the 1985 Agreement Concerning Fisheries 
off the Coasts of the United States, as 
amended, which was effected by exchange 
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of notes at Washington May 12 and July 16, 
1992, copies of which are attached. This 
agreement extends the 1985 agreement for 
an additional 2-year period, until July 1, 
1994, and further amends the agreement to 
incorporate the latest changes in U.S. laws. 
The exchange of notes together with the 
present agreement constitute a governing 
international fishery agreement within the 
meaning of section 201(c) of the Act. 

Because of the importance of our fisheries 
relations with the People’s Republic of 
China, I urge that the Congress give favor- 
able consideration to this agreement. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 9, 1992. 


Statement on the Death of Julia 
Rivera de Vincenti 


September 9, 1992 


Barbara and I are deeply saddened by the 
loss of our close personal friend Julia Rivera 
de Vincenti. She was always an honest and 
loyal supporter, but much more than that, 
she was a true friend. 

Julia served Puerto Rico with great distinc- 
tion, and was universally admired. Julia’s 
service did not stop with Puerto Rico. She 
also served this Nation with great distinction, 
including her service at the United Nations, 
where a helped carry forth the message 
of equity and hope to the entire world. 

The Bush family considered Julia a part 
of our extended family. To her daughter 
Violeta, Barbara and I send our deepest con- 
dolences and prayers. 


White House Statement on Fire 
Danger in the Northwest 


September 9, 1992 


The President today announced several ac- 
tions that the administration will take to ex- 
pedite salvage operations of dead or dying 
timber in the Northwest and Northern Cali- 
fornia in order to ease the growing fire dan- 
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ger in that region. Western States, particu- 
larly California, are experiencing one of the 
worst fire seasons in history. This summer 
alone, there have been over 70,000 wildfires 
that have destroyed approximately 1.7 million 
acres of forest and rangeland, burned over 
1,200 homes and other buildings, and re- 
quired the evacuation of over 35,000 people. 
Fire danger has been particularly acute due 
to the unusually large volume of timber that 
is dead or dying because of a 7-year drought 
that also has exacerbated damage from in- 
sects and disease. 

The President has directed the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and the Interior, and all 
other appropriate Federal agencies, to expe- 
dite their existing timber salvage sales pro- 
grams for those areas not falling within spot- 
ted owl habitat, where timber harvesting is 
prohibited by Federal court order. In addi- 
tion, the Department of Agriculture will 
issue final regulations updating their policy 
and procedures for complying with the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
The final USDA regulation increases to 1.0 
million board feet the amount of dead or 
dying trees which can be harvested in a single 
salvage project without having to prepare 
documentation under NEPA. Pursuant to 
NEPA and applicable regulations, USDA has 
determined that timber sales of this mag- 
nitude will have no significant environmental 
effect. In addition to reducing the danger 
from forest fires, the U.S. Forest Service esti- 
mates these actions will increase the timber 
harvest from these lands by 250 to 450 mil- 
lion board feet for fiscal year 1993. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the Economic Club of 
Detroit in Michigan 


September 10, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Good morning to everyone. Governor 
Engler, I’m proud to be with you, sir, and 
thank you for that kind introduction. Greet- 
ings to Chick Fisher, your chairman, and 
Jerry Warren, both of whom have been most 
hospitable to me. I’ve been here several 
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times before this most distinguished Amer- 
ican forum, and I’m delighted to be back. 

This morning I am here for a very serious 
speech, serious business. I’m releasing today 
an agenda for the American renewal, and I’ve 
come here today to introduce it to you and 
to the Nation. 

My agenda diagnoses the economic prob- 
lems our Nation faces, lays out the principles 
that should guide us in the years ahead, and 
explains the integrated approach that I am 
pursuing to meet the challenge. Over the 
past weeks I have been discussing certain ele- 
ments of my economic agenda, and in the 
weeks ahead I will be expanding on those 
and other ideas. The document that I’m re- 
leasing today shows how the pieces all fit to- 
gether. But let’s begin this morning by step- 
ping back, taking stock of where we are as 
a great Nation in the broader sweep of his- 
tory. 

The American people have just completed 
the greatest mission in the lifetime of our 
country: the triumph of democratic capital- 
ism over imperial communism. Today, this 
year, for the first time since December of 
1941, the United States is not engaged in 
a war, hot or cold. Throughout history, at 
the close of prolonged and costly wars, vic- 
tors have confronted the problem of securing 
a new basis for peace and prosperity. The 
American people recognize that we stand at 
such a watershed. 

We sense the epic changes at work in the 
world and in the economy, the uneasiness 
that stirs the democracies who served as our 
partners in the long struggle. We feel the 
uneasiness in our own homes, our own com- 
munities, and we see the difficulties of our 
neighbors and friends who have felt change 
most directly. We know that while we face 
an era of great opportunity, we face great 
risks as well if we fail to make the right 
choices, if we fail to engage this new world 
wisely. 

But America has always possessed unique 
powers, and foremost among them is the 
power of regeneration, to transform uncer- 
tainty into opportunity. Only in America do 
we have the people, the talents, the prin- 
ciples and ideals to fully embrace the world 
that opens before us. 
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For America to be safe and strong, we 
must meet the defining challenge of the 
1990’s: to win the economic competition, to 
win the peace. We must be a military super- 
power, an economic superpower, an export 
superpower. 

My agenda for renewal asks that we look 
forward, to open new markets, pre’ our 
people to osha. strengthen our families, save 
and invest so that we can win. Our renewal 
depends on economic growth but growth not 
for the few at the expense of the many, not 
for the present at the expense of the future. 

In our country we've always prized an en- 
trepreneurial capitalism that grows from the 
bottom up, not the top down; a prosperity 
that begins on Main Street and extends to 
Wall Street, not the other way around. 

That’s the lesson I learned as a young man, 
packed up a Studebaker and moved to Texas 
after another war, at the start of another era. 
I saw jobs, prosperity, an entire future, built 
with the hands of ordinary men and women 
with extraordinary dreams. 

Our Nation has never been seduced by the 
mirage that my opponent offers, of a Govern- 
ment that accumulates capital by taxing it 
and borrowing it from the people and then 
redistributing it according to some industrial 
policy. We know that the clumsy hand of 
Government is no match for the uplifting 
hand of the marketplace. 

My international economic and trade strat- 
egy will guarantee our position as an export 
superpower, extending our global economic 
reach in tandem with our security presence, 
to stretch beyond our borders so that we can 
create more jobs within our borders. 

At the same time, we need to foster at 
home the capabilities that will keep us in the 
lead: radical changes in our education system 
to prepare our children for a constantly 
changing workplace; incentives for the entre- 
preneurs and new technologies to sharpen 
our competitive edge; job training, health 
care reform, to promote the economic secu- 
rity of our working men and women; and new 
approaches for reaching out to those who 
have been left behind, since in the century 
ahead we will need the talent and the energy 
of every single American. 

Finally, rane our greatest strengths 
flow not from Government but from the per- 
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sonal initiative of free men and women, my 
agenda aims to check the growth of Govern- 
ment and, in some important ways, to reverse 
it. Together, the components of this new 
agenda should renew America according to 
her most cherished principles. 

This renewed America will be empowered 
toward a grand goal: to nearly double the size 
of our economy, to $10 trillion, by the early 
years of the next century. 

To place this agenda in a larger context, 
let me turn briefly to five profound changes 
now at work in our economy. When Ameri- 
cans gather around the kitchen table at night 
and talk about how they'll meet a mortgage 
or pay the doctor’s bill, they're feeling these 
changes in their daily lives. Before the 
changes have run their course, they will have 
forever altered the way Americans buy and 
sell, work, and create. 

The first great change in our economy is 
ironically caused by our very success in end- 
ing the cold war. In the short run, deductions 
in defense spending have meant painful lay- 
offs in many industries, and we are taking 
steps to ease this transition. But in the me- 
dium and long run, deductions in defense 
spending will free up priceless skills and 
technologies for peacetime growth. 

Second, most of our industries are trans- 
formin themselves from old-style 
hierarchies into flatter organizations, with 
fewer layers between customer and execu- 
tive. The new organizations emphasize a 
skill-based work force, “lean production,” 
and shorter production cycles. From castings 
to computers, this is a revolution as dramatic 
as the one made earlier this century, when 
Henry Ford led the country from craft-based 
production to mass manufacturing. 

While these changes are essential to main- 
taining our competitive edge, they've come 
with a cost. Everyone in this room knows 
that: layoffs, cutbacks among both white- and 
blue-collar workers. These hard-working 
people need reassurance, not only about 
their economic security but about preserving 
the sense of self-worth that only work can 
provide. 

The third change: While the 1980's 
brought us the greatest peacetime expansion 
in our history, the boom also led too many 
of us to take on too much debt. We have 
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been paying that down, that debt, and lower 
interest rates have helped us do it. The proc- 
ess is largely over, but consumers and compa- 
nies remain cautious. 

The fourth change involves our financial 
system. We entered the eighties with a 50- 
year-old banking system, designed for the 
days when tellers wore green eyeshades, not 
for an era when billions, billions of invest- 
ment dollars can cross borders at the speed 
of light. 

In the late seventies, record interest rates 
and inflation rates rocked this anachronistic 
system. The less efficient institutions could 
not survive, obligating the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect the savings of millions of 
Americans. 

Now, this process of paying debt down is 
nearing its end. Our financial system will be- 
come more flexible and efficient. But for 
now, lenders are cautious and, despite low 
interest rates, small business still can find it 
hard to get the credit. 

But the most far-reaching of these five 
changes is the emergence of a global econ- 
omy. No nation is an island today. One out 
of every six manufacturing jobs is directly 
tied to exports. The crops sown from 1 out 
of every 3 acres of farmland are sold abroad. 

Consider some implications of the global 
economy: When growth slows abroad, as it 
has recently, our own growth slows as well. 
America will only grow in the next century 
if we can compete globally in every part of 
the world. So we must seize every oppor- 
tunity to open new markets, particularly 
those with the greatest potential for expan- 
sion. 

Now, in drafting an agenda for America’s 
future, we had to assess our strengths as well 
as our weaknesses. Conveniently, the other 
side has discovered many weaknesses and 
very few strengths. Of course, they might 
find temporary political gain in portraying 
America as past her prime, over the hill. But 
they have no more right to argue, for partisan 
purposes, that our economy is weaker than 
it is, than I have to understate our problems. 

Our strengths are real. Now, here are 
some facts. The “misery index,” the sum of 
inflation and unemployment, is 10.8 percent, 
down from 19.6 percent in 1980. Inflation 
stands at about 3 percent. Interest rates are 
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at a 20-year low. The purchasing power of 
Americans gives us the highest standard of 
living in the world. We enjoy the highest 
homeownership rate of all major industri- 
alized countries. We send 68 percent of our 
children on to higher education, more than 
any other country, and well above Germany's 
32 percent and Japan’s 30 percent. With 5 
percent of the world’s population, we 
produce 25 percent of the world’s total out- 
put and 37 percent of its high-tech products. 

Now, I don’t mean to suggest that all is 
well, that we don’t need to lead and manage 
the changes that are transforming our econ- 
omy. But you can’t chart the stars if you think 
the sky is falling down. Over the past 12 years 
we have almost doubled the size of our econ- 
omy. It’s as if we’d created two extra econo- 
mies the size of Germany’s from scratch. 

How will we meet our goals? Before you 
hear the specifics of this agenda, let me tell 
you a little bit about what I believe, because 
change if it is to be a force for good, must 
be guided by principles. The principles that 
must guide change are the principles that 
never change. 

I believe we are a Nation of special individ- 
uals, not special interests. Individuals draw 
their enduring strength from their families, 
from their neighbors and commut.ities, not 
from the Government. So I believe we must 
never ask Government to do what families 
and neighbors and individuals can better do 
for themselves and for one another. 

I believe, because I’ve seen it, economic 
growth comes from the small-business 
woman who takes a risk on a new product, 
from the computer hacker working in a ga- 
rage, in a cluttered way; from the merit schol- 
ar in south L.A., south central, with a future 
as big as his dreams. 

I believe Government owes it to them, and 
to you, to keep tax rates low and make them 
even lower; to keep money sound; to limit 
Government spending and regulations; and 
to open the way for greater competition and 
freer trade. But I do not believe, as some 
might, that Government’s obligation ends 
there. As a conservative I believe that Gov- 
ernment can help people, offer them hope 
and opportunity by giving them the means 
and the confidence to make the decisions 
that matter in life. 
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My background has also prepared me for 
the task of bringing our foreign policies and 
our domestic policies together; to turn our 
strength as a world power to our advantage 
as an economic power; to match the security 
we feel militarily with the economic security 
that we must build at home. From now on, 
if America is to lead the world, we need a 
leader who knows the territory. 

My agenda for American renewal calls for 
action on six interconnected fronts. There’s 
no single cause of our present situation. 
There can be no single cure. The whole of 
our agenda will be, must be, greater than the 
sum of its parts. 

First, challenging the world: During the 
cold war, we built a global security structure 
with military alliances across the Atlantic and 
the Pacific. In the same way, the post-cold- 
war era requires strategic economic and 
trade policy, global in scope and built on our 
foundation as an economic and export super- 
power. 

We are uniquely positioned to achieve this 
goal. As the largest fully integrated market 
in the world, we wield leverage with other 
countries that want access to our market. As 
both a Pacific and a European power, we 
are tied to the largest and most rapidly grow- 
ing economies across both oceans. As the 
strongest Nation in our hemisphere, we are 
looked to for leadership by free economies 
emerging from Chile all the way up to Mex- 
ico. 

The same holds true for the newly born 
economies of Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, where our values, our prod- 
ucts, even our language, carry a unique ap- 
peal. In Moscow today, the lines at McDon- 
ald’s are longer than the lines at Lenin’s 
Tomb. 

The key to America’s growth, expansion, 
and innovation has always been our openness 
to trade, investment, ideas, and people. As 
this openness is at last being reciprocated 
around the world, we find ourselves again 
at a special advantage. 

The next steps in my strategic trade policy 
are to secure congressional approval of the 
North American free trade agreement and 
to complete the global trade negotiations, the 
GATT round, creating high-wage American 
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jobs and expanding the pool of customers 
hungry for the fruits of American labor. 

Let me emphasize these agreements are 
steps, not ends in themselves. So I want to 
announce today that it is my goal to develop 
a strategic network of free trade agreements 
with Latin America; with Poland, Hungary, 
and Czechoslovakia; and with countries 
across the Pacific. And then, as these external 
barriers fall, I believe we can help reduce 
internal barriers to competition as well in 
North America, Western Europe, Japan, and 
elsewhere. Greater competition will encour- 
age entrepreneurial capitalism at the expense 
of Government power and entrenched inter- 
ests, spurring unprecedented economic 
growth. 

Traveling around the country I’ve seen it 
happen already, particularly in some small 
businesses, as they strengthen themselves for 
international competition. A couple of weeks 
ago, in St. Louis, I visited Public Safety 
Equipment. They're a company; they make 
the lightbars that you've seen on police cars. 
The president of Public Safety told me that 
a few years ago they recognized they could 
no longer just sell their products in 50 States, 
leave it at that. So they took on the world, 
and now 35 percent of what they make is 
sold in 48 countries, creating good jobs right 
here in the United States of America. 

Public Safety, and the hundreds of thou- 
sands of companies like it, offer a glimpse 
into the future I see for all American busi- 
ness. But a business is only as efficient, as 
resilient, as innovative, as the people who 
keep its books and build its products and de- 
vise its strategy. Materials, machines, meth- 
ods, they'll come and go, but the American 
worker will remain the key to our economic 
security. 

That brings me, then, to the second part 
of our agenda: preparing our children. 

The workplace of the 21st century will be 
constantly changing. I’ve heard that from 
many businesspeople sitting right here at the 
tables in this hall. We must prepare the 
American people for a lifetime of learning, 
to keep a step ahead of that process of 
change. Now, developed nations need devel- 
oping minds. The burden will fall on our edu- 
cational system. As in the past, education 
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should be the ladder that children can climb 
to better themselves. 

Our current school system is not up to the 
task. Designed for the 19th century, it will 
collapse under the weight of the 21st. And 
our educational establishment is caught in 
the same time warp, where standing still 
means falling behind. 

Money alone is not the answer. The Unit- 
ed States already spends more per upil than 
any other country but Switzerland. The an- 
swer is a radical overhaul of the system itself. 
If we want to change our country, we simply 
have got to change our schools. 

The catalyst for change, the one reform 
that drives all others, is school choice, giving 
children scholarships so that all parents have 
the freedom to choose which schools will 
best serve their children. Competition is the 
principle that must underlie education re- 
form, to break the establishment’s monopoly 
on the system. Competition will not work un- 
less parents are allowed to choose their chil- 
dren’s schools, whether it’s the public school 
across town or the parochial school across 
the street. 

Consider just one statistic: In Chicago, 46 
percent of public school teachers send their 
children to private schools. Clearly they know 
something about monopoly education that 
my opponent doesn’t. Our different ap- 
proaches to education reform reveal the 
grand canyon that divides me and my oppo- 
nent. You see the same contrast in child care 
or health care and a host of other issues. My 
— — uniformity to variety and 
choice, relying on these Government bu- 
reaucracies to offer “one-size-fits-all service.” 
I don’t want to pull everyone down to make 
everyone equal. I want to give everyone the 
tools to climb as high as they can dream. 

Even as we fix our schools, the question 
remains: Will there be good jobs for the kids? 
And that’s the third part of my — sharp- 
ening businesses’ competitive e ge. I learned 
my economics the way most of you did: a 
lot of late nights sweating over a balance 
sheet or P&L statement, trying to meet a 
— I saw that if people are allowed to 

eep more of what they produce, they will 
produce more. It’s common sense. 

When capital is taxed lightly, there’s more 
of it. When it is taxed heavily, it becomes 
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scarce, available only to those who are al- 
ready wealthy, who need it least of all. That’s 
not the kind of economy that I want. 

If capital were more abundant, labor 
would be more in demand, wages would rise, 
unemployment lines would shrink. That is 
the kind of economy that I want. That’s why 
I want enterprise zones in our inner cities 
and in our rural areas. That’s why I want to 
make this research and development, this 
R&D tax credit permanent. That’s why I 
want to cut the capital gains tax and index 
it for inflation. 

Those are the fundamentals. I also see 
three other ways to sharpen the competitive 
edge of American business: 

First, strengthening small business, by cut- 
ting taxes, making sure that credit is avail- 
able, and by lifting the deadweight of Gov- 
ernment regulation; 

Second, supporting civilian R&D, by 
bringing the development, production and 


marketing of technology closer to the 
consumer; 
Third, reforming our legal system. Every 


year American business and consumers 
spend up to $200 billion just in direct costs 
to lawyers, far more than our competitors in 
Japan and Europe. My “Product Liability Re- 
form and Access to Justice Act” will restore 
rationality to the system and stop undermin- 
ing the American worker. This is a fact: We 
will never lead the world in the 21st century 
until we learn to sue each other less and care 
for each other more; 

The fourth part of my agenda: promoting 
economic security for working men and 
women. Again, common sense shows the 
way: true security will come only by develop- 
ing individual capability, not dependency. 
And that independence, in turn, comes 
through the private sector, not the Govern- 
ment. 

Government's role will be to ease individ- 
uals’ adjustment to a fast-changing market- 
place. The average worker today will change 
jobs, it’s estimated, 10 times over the course 
of his or her working life. So we need a wider 
and more flexible range of job training and 
placement services for both the young and 
old, the blue- and white-collar worker, and 
now especially for our workers from the de- 
fense industries. 
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Pensions must be portable, and health care 
must be affordable. Our health care system 
today, I think everyone here would agree, 
provides the best care but at an unacceptable 
price. More than 30 million Americans have 
no health insurance. Health care costs are 
the fastest-rising part of our budget for Gov- 
ernment, businesses, and yes, families. 

My reforms get to the base of these prob- 
lems while preserving and building on our 
system’s strengths: our state-of-the-art care, 
— to innovation, and consumer 
choice. Taken together, my reforms cut 
health care costs by $394 billion over 5 years. 

My opponent's plan could eventually place 
a full 13 percent of our economy under the 
control of t the Federal Government, meaning 
more bureaucracy, rationed care, inefficient 
service, and in the end, higher costs. 

We must enhance competition and market 
forces, not restrict them. We must preserve 
individual choice, not hand decision-making 
over to centralized bureaucracies. We must 
reduce the burden on employers and em- 
ployees, not bury them in a tide of new taxes 
and Government regulations. 

The programs I’ve outlined and that are 
detailed in this agenda are based on the prin- 
ciples that will empower all Americans to 
make their own choices and better their lives. 
But I believe we need to do more for some 
of our citizens who have been left behind, 
and that is the fifth component of this agen- 
da, leaving no one behind. 

The American dream is nothing more than 
the belief that all Americans can make a bet- 
ter life for their children. The dream has 
made us the most dynamic society in the 
world. It’s yet another strength we can draw 
upon for the challenge ahead. So we must 
give every American a shot at making good 
on the dream. 

I reject the shop-worn logic that sees pov- 
erty as a simple lack of income, a kind of 
economic shortfall that can be replaced with 
a Government check. A conservative philoso- 
phy of empowerment must have at its foun- 
dation the creation of character, through the 
ownership of property, through the dignity 
of work. That means sweeping away the 
nightmare of crime from our cities, building 
a core of property owners, creating business 
incentives, and making individual discipline 
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and self-reliance the goal of all of our pro- 


ams. 

I call the final component of my agenda 
“rightsizing” Government. 

You'll recognize that I take the term from 
the business world which has a lot to teach 
those of us in Government. At a time when 
companies across the country have been re- 
structuring, increasing efficiency, all to pre- 
pare for the economic competition of tomor- 
row, the Federal Government faces an obli- 
gation to do the same. 

Today the Federal Government spends 
nearly 24 cents of every dollar, 24 cents of 
every dollar of the Nation’s income. That's 
the fact: Government is too big and spends 
too much. The size and structure of Govern- 
ment are relics of a different age, artifacts 
more suited to the dilemmas of 50 years ago 
than the problems of today. Every institution 
in our society has learned that by pushing 
power down through organizations, by using 
technology to speed the flow of information, 
you don’t just save money, you improve pro- 
ductivity. It’s time for the Government to do 
the same. 

I will streamline Government, consolidat- 
ing agencies, tightening budgets, and cutting 
the salaries of highly paid Federal employees. 
I'll start by cutting the White House budget 
33 percent if the Congress cuts its own a 
et by the same amount. You might say: Why 
the linkage? Well, with fewer congressional 
staff badgering us for endless reports and 
endless visits to Capitol Hill, 1 know we can 
cut costs by that amount. I'll cut the salaries 
of all Federal employees earning more than 
$75,000 by 5 percent. Taxpayers have tight- 
ened their belts. The better-paid Federal 
workers should do the same. 

The agenda I publish today contains spe- 
cific proposals to cut the fat: a cap on the 
growth in mandatory spending without 
touching Social Security; a freeze on domes- 
tic spending; a balanced budget amendment; 
a line-item veto; and a new mechanism, dis- 
ciplinary mechanism, a check-off box on tax 
returns to give the taxpayer the power to cut 
the deficit. I will fight to reduce spending 
and spur growth so we can get this budget 
in balance. 

Unlike my opponent, I do not believe the 
American people are undertaxed. Quite the 
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opposite: I am committed to cutting taxes 
across the board. Let me offer an example— 
this is just an example—as an illustration of 
what we could do: My cap on the growth 
of mandatory spending allows for population 
growth and inflation. It specifically exempts 
Social Security. But that cap alone, with 
those caveats, would save about $300 billion 
over 5 years. If we used just $130 billion in 
specific spending cuts that I have already 
proposed—specific spending cuts of $130 
billion that I have already proposed—we 
could cut income tax rates by one percentage 
point across the board, reduce the small busi- 
ness tax rate from 15 percent to 10 percent, 
and reduce the tax on capital gains. 

That’s the direction that I want to go: tax 
less, spend less, cut the deficit, and redirect 
our current spending to serve the interests 
of all Americans. I honestly believe that this 
is the way, the only way, to control the size 
of the Federal Government. The facts are 
painful, but plain: For Congressmen, spend- 
ing is power, and they will exercise that 
power until they have spent every last dime 
they can squeeze from the working men and 
women of America. It’s as simple as this: 
Raising taxes won’t cut the deficit. 

Here, then, is my Agenda for American 
Renewal. It comes at a time unique in our 
history, a turning point, a moment when one 
era is passing away and another is being born. 

In the agenda published today, you'll find 
13 proposals that I intend to achieve in the 
first year of my second term. I present them 
as a single program, a unified strategy to 
make change work for America. 

Over the last 3 years I’ve shown how 
America can change the world, and we've 
made a respectable start managing the 
change at home. Our primary task now is to 
target America. 

I intend to fight for this agenda, to fight 
as hard as I can. With a new Congress—it 
can have as many as 150 new Members, I 
am optimistic. If Congress balks, we'll move 
forward anyway, just as I have done with edu- 
cation, regulatory, and welfare reform. I'll 
work with our great Governors, like John 
Engler, with the State and local govern- 
ments, with the private sector, with anyone 
who shares the urge to renew our country. 
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The American people know that the events 
of recent years have shaken the world. With 
the close of the cold war we can achieve 
peace, prosperity, and promise at home. The 
American people want that. The American 
people deserve that. 

I want America to seize this moment. I 
want to stimulate entrepreneurial capitalism, 
not punish it. I want to empower people to 
make their own choices, not yoke them to 
new bureaucracies. I want a Government 
that spends less, regulates less, and taxes less. 
I will fight without hesitation for a free flow 
of trade and capital and ideas around the 
world, because Americans never retreat; we 
always compete. 

My agenda draws together our people and 
our Government to meet this challenge. We 
will create a $10-trillion economy, and we 
will renew America, and we will win the 
peace. 

I know that times have been very, very dif- 
ficult for many Americans. The world that 
we knew as children, no matter your age, will 
never be the same. America will change. 
That’s our destiny. How it will change will 
soon be decided. 

I ask, as you consider the choice that you 
face, to consider carefully whose agenda for 
change best fits America’s principles, our na- 
seal experience, and our hopes for lasting 
peace and prosperity. 

Thank you for your attention. And may 
God bless our great country. Thank you. 

Governor Engler. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have about a 
hundred questions for the President. We 
ag will not get through all of them, 

ut, Mr. President, I will do this from this 
microphone so that we can expedite this. 

The first question deals with the Demo- 
cratic Congress. Maintenance of the Demo- 
cratically controlled Congress is highly prob- 
able. How do you propose working with 
them, more effectively with them, over the 
next 4 years? 

The President. Well, I answered that par- 
tially in my comments. Not only because of 
the post office scandal and the bank scandal, 
there’s going to be an enormous change. I’ve 
felt that I’ve had some difficulties with con- 
fidence in America, but the Congress has 
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really had problems. The Congress is in a 
state of change and flux, particularly in the 
House of Representatives. 

So what I’ve proposed is that when Con- 
gress meets—the new one—I will get to- 
gether with all 100 or 150 Members and say, 
“Look, you and I have been listening to the 
same song, the same American people.” They 
want the kind of changes that I’ve outlined 
here today, and I believe most Americans 
really do. And I'll say, “Now let’s get to- 
— lay aside partisanship, and let’s, in the 

irst 100 days, enact this agenda.” 

I’m going to have to move fast, but with 
a new Congress I think we'll have something 
entirely different than the gridlocked Con- 
gress that I’ve been facing. I really believe 
that there’s going to be that much change. 
You've aeesly seen it. You've already seen 
it happening in many of these primaries, and 
it’s still going on. 

Governor Engler. This speech was billed 
as an economic agenda. Why now, in the last 
60 days of the campaign? Why not before? 

The President. Well, as you may know, 
I've addressed myself to many of the compo- 
nents of this agenda: health care, several 
times taking that case to the American peo- 
ple; America 2000, our education program; 
fighting for our anticrime legislation. So what 
we've tried to do here today is bring all the 
elements together that come under this out- 
line I put forward, bring them all together 
in a comprehensive way. 

The most significant thing that I’ve tried 
to do is to say, “It’s one global economy.” 
We are in this now together, linking inter- 
national trade to opportunity for the Amer- 
ican worker, linking international trade and 
global peace and security to prosperity for 
every American job holder. It’s that concept, 
that very broad concept that I think is some- 
what different in the presentation today be- 
cause ingrained in a lot of this are the very 
same programs, like enterprise zones and 
these others I’ve clicked off, that I think are 
absolutely essential; say nothing of the philo- 
sophical difference 1 have with Governor 
Clinton: tax and spend versus trying to get 
the taxing and spending down and get that 
24 percent of gross domestic product out of 
the Government’s hand; get it down to 20 
percent or get it lower. 
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So it’s trying to put a comprehensive plan 
out there that encompasses many of the in- 
gredients we've been talking about. 

Governor Engler. Last month Governor 
Clinton was asked about CAFE standards. 
He said he'd be flexible. What is your posi- 
tion? 

The President. Well, I’m not flexible. So 
we've got a difference. He has proposed, as 
I understand it, in his plan that the CAFE 
standards go to 40—I fen it’s 40 miles 
per gallon. There’s a wealth of opinion that 
says that would be devastating to the auto- 
mobile business. In the name of environ- 
ment, “Vice President Gore” has been talk- 
ing about the combustion engine as being 
the worst threat to society. I’ve got to be 
careful with how I quote him, but look it 
up in his best-selling book. It is scary. It is 
bad. 

Governor Clinton ought to repudiate him 
or certainly ought to clarify his position. He 
told some business executives that he was 
studying the National Academy of Sciences 
report. I’m told it’s a big, fat thing about this, 
with a square root and all these things 
through it. So when he gets through reading 
that, maybe he can take a position on the 
NAFTA agreement, which he hasn’t read ei- 
ther. 

But I’m saying that we don’t need to go 
to the extreme. My administration has a 
good, sound environmental record. But when 
I went down to Brazil, people of the environ- 
mental community, some of them, jumped 
all over me and said I wasn’t leading. Well, 
let me be very clear, I am not going to go 
adopt standards, whether it’s a CAFE stand- 
ard of this or whether it’s a strange policy 
regarding an owl, that throw a lot of Ameri- 
cans out of work. And we might as well un- 
derstand that. 

Yet we have a sound environmental 
record. I’m not apologetic about it at all. 

Governor Engler. Why do you hate us 
trial lawyers so? [Laughter] 

The President. I might have to hedge if 
I'd known you were one. [Laughter] 

Governor Engler. There’s an editorial 
here, “We don’t destroy wealth. We just 
move it around.” [Laughter] 

The President. It’s not a question of 
hating anybody; it’s a question that I think 
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the American people understand. When I 
went to a small town in Idaho, I was expect- 
ing to get all kinds of questions on nuclear 
energy or on wilderness areas. And the com- 
munity people, the business people, chamber 
of commerce people, the main subject on 
their minds were these frivolous lawsuits. 
When I look at health care, and I see mal- 
practice insurance estimated to cost between 
$25 to $50 billion a year because of tests that 
doctors have to give to protect themselves 
against outrageous suits, I just think we've 
gone too far and that we ought to control 
some of these liability—[applause]—some of 
the tort claims, some of these reckless suits. 

I have here a distinct—far be it from me 
to inject to partisan note into this wonderfully 
nonpartisan audience—[laughter|—but I 
have a real difference with Governor Clinton 
on this one. The trial lawyers of Arkansas put 
out a letter saying that he’s been with them 
on everything they've ever asked, and don’t 
worry, just go in for the Governor so he'll 
protect against legislation that would try to 
put some caps on these outrageous suits. 
We've got a chance right now in the Senate; 
the Kasten bill is coming up on product li- 
ability. And we've got to continue to fight 
to get through that gridlock up there in the 
Congress some legislation that would at least 
lower the burden on the American people, 
the doctors, whatever it is in terms of too 
many lawsuits. 

Governor Engler. How realistic is it to 
double the size of our economy by the early 
years of the next century? 

The President. It’s realistic when you con- 
sider that if you use inflation plus real 
growth, that is not too heightened a goal. We 
can do that. You’ve got to do the math on 
it, but you’re talking about 7 percent, I think. 
And I believe we can do that. We’ve had ane- 
mic real growth. I’m convinced it is not going 
to remain anemic in the less than 2 percent 
area. Coming out of the last recession it got 
up to 5 percent. 

So I think the goal is very much achiev- 
able. I might say, I don’t want to achieve 
it by raising inflation, however. I want to get 
it achieved by real growth. I mean, you can 
run inflationary policies and grow. So I want 
to be very careful when I say: one, it’s achiev- 
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able; but two, I want to achieve it with real 
growth not with inflationary growth. 

Governor Engler. What do you say to the 
American workers who believe that free 
trade means jobs lost abroad? 

The President. Well, again, I tried to ad- 
dress myself to that one. I think that it means 
jobs increased in this country. Our trade with 
Mexico has gone way, way up without this 
free trade agreement. In my view, it will go 
up a lot further, and that means American 
jobs. 

We've got experts on the auto industry 
here, but I am convinced that they are not 
going to export their factories to Mexico. 
There are a lot of considerations. One of 
them is the productivity of the American 
worker. Another one is interest rates. An- 
other one is capacity, available capacity, in 
whatever industry we're talking about. 

You're going to raise the environmental 
standards in Mexico. And I think you're going 
to cut down on the cross-border flow of 
illegals that I think is burdening a lot of our 
country, particularly California. I believe in 
my heart of hearts that what we’re going to 
do is see a massive expansion into that boom- 
ing market in Mexico. It’s already happened 
in Canada. Our trade with Canada, our larg- 
est trading partner, as everyone here knows 
better than I, has gone way, way up. 

I’m convinced the same thing would hap- 
pen for American agriculture products, not 
only with Mexico but when we get a finalized 
agreement with the GATT. Now, that GATT 
round is on hold until after the French vote 
on Maastricht. But we’re going to keep push- 
ing on it. It has nothing to do with American 
politics. 

I went up there realizing that the unions 
would take a shot at me on finalizing NAFTA 
right now when we did, getting an agreement 
that we can at least get before the Congress. 
It transcends domestic politics for me. I am 
so convinced that it will increase markets and 
increase jobs that I don’t have to equivocate. 
I don’t have to hedge. I don’t have to read 
the National Academy of Sciences studies or 
whoever's doing it. I know enough about it 
from being briefed by a very able Ambas- 
sador Carla Hills to recommend to the Amer- 
ican people that we approve NAFTA and ap- 
prove it just as soon as we possibly can. 
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Governor Engler. There are a couple 
more. In black American newspapers across 
the country, black Republicans are labeled 
Uncle Toms, opportunists and lapdogs for 
white Republicans. Do you have words of en- 
couragement for black Republicans under at- 
tack? For black Americans who are Repub- 
lican, the agenda’s the same as for any Amer- 
ican. Why can’t black Republicans desire the 
American dream as not the same dream for 
all Americans? Please comment. 

The President. He just answered my 
question. You should be able to have the 
American dream. And I would ask black vot- 
ers across this country—a good podium — 
here to do it—how well have you done under 
the Democratic Party? Are you going to let 
people take your vote for granted, promise 
and forget, promise and forget? Or are you 
going to try to go with something that’s going 
to give people an enterprise zone so you can 
bring jobs into the inner city? Do you favor 
the old way of doing it in housing, where 
Government built these big tenements that 
then go downhill real fast, or do you want 
a shot at the American dream and owning 
your own home? 

We've got good programs that offer hope 
and opportunity to black America, to minor- 
ity Americans wherever they're coming from. 
And I want to see them enacted. So I would 
say to black Americans, I know it may be 
tough in your communities, but you’re lead. 
ers. You're willing to stand up for principle. 
And don’t blacks care about tough anticrime 
legislation? Aren’t their neighborhoods the 
ones that are impacted and sometimes the 
worst because of street crime? Don’t we owe 
them strong anticrime legislation that backs 
our police officers and doesn’t leave them 
neglected? Don’t they have a stake in world 
peace? Can’t a black Republican stand up 
in his community and say, “I’m delighted that 
my kid goes to bed at night without the fear 
of nuclear war that we had before?” 

We've got a good agenda. And I'd like to 
see some more of them stand up and say, 
“Listen, I am with you. We're with you.” And 
we've got some outstanding black leaders 
doing just exactly that who are willing to 
think anew and not be taken for granted. 

Governor Engler. When is the debate 
likely? Are there any restrictions? How much 





1624 


of the press would you like to be directly 
involved? 

There were several questions on this. This 
is one of them. 

The President. 1 have no problem with 
the format we used before. I mentioned this 
on the Tom Brokaw show. I'll debate Gov- 
ernor Clinton. I’m not a professional debater. 
I’m not an Oxford man—[laughter|—and I 
think he’s good at that. I mean, he’s got more 
statistics than there are problems. [Laughter] 

I know I’m up against a formidable de- 
bater, but it’s not anything other than—look, 
I'll be there. I'll let my capable staff figure 
this out, and whatever they recommend, I'll 
show up. I think I’ve done reasonably well 
in the debates in the past. You ought to try 
taking on Geraldine Ferraro if you think 
things were tough. [Laughter] We go back 
a ways on these debates. 

So I think there will be debates, and I’ve 
already indicated I think the format was very 
fair, the way we've been doing it in the past. 
But as I said on Brokaw, you get some intel- 
lectuals out there and the Harvard schools, 
and they all want you to have 25 debates. 
And I don’t think it’s that big a deal, but 
I'll take my case to the American people any 
way I can, including debates. 

Governor Engler. Well, the last question, 
Mr. President. Next time in Detroit could 
we have breakfast, my treat? My name is Pat- 
rick Campbell from Edward Township. 
[Laughter] He addresses that to you and 
Mrs. Bush. 

The President. Well, Patrick, it’s tough 
times. I'll be glad to accept your offer. 
[Laughter] 

Governor Engler. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you. A great pleasure to be with 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in Cobo 
Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Charles 
T. Fisher III, chairman, and Gerald E. War- 
ren, president, Economic Club of Detroit. 
CAFE is an acronym for corporate average 
fuel economy. 
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Executive Order 12814—Additions 
to Level IV of the Executive 
Schedule for Members of the 
Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board 


September 10, 1992 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including section 5317 
of title 5 of the United States Code, and in 
order to place additional positions in Level 
IV of the Executive Schedule, section 1-101 
of Executive Order No. 12154, as amended, 
is hereby further amended by adding the fol- 
lowing new subsection: 

(k) Members, Chemical Safety and Hazard 

Investigation Board (5). 


George Bush 


The White House, 
September 10, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:05 p.m., September 11, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on September 14. 


Remarks at Missouri Southern State 
College in Joplin, Missouri 
September 11, 1992 


The President. Thank you so very much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all so much. 
What a welcome. What a great welcome to 
Southwest Missouri. Thank you all. 

First let me salute your—our—great Gov- 
ernor, John Ashcroft. You are lucky to have 
this man, and what a job he’s done for this 
State. Thank you, John, for that introduction. 
May I salute another great citizen of Missouri 
who is working in Washington. If we had 
more like him, we wouldn’t have to clean 
House. I’m talking about Kit Bond. Send him 
back. He’s doing a superb job there. And of 
course, another one, your own Mel Hancock, 
with whom I worked on so many issues. De- 
lighted he’s here. Then our next Governor, 
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the Attorney General now. You know who 
I’m talking about, Bill Webster, GOP can- 
didate for Governor. May I salute Mayor 
Johnson, and our host, Dr. Leon. 

I spend my days in the Oval Office in 
Washington. Let me just say it’s great to be 
in the Oval at Missouri Southern State. I 
think Millie would like it out here in this 
Oval, I'll tell you. 

Four years ago, when I spoke on this cam- 
pus, our country, our cities, our towns were 
marked by thumbtacks on a war map inside 
the Kremlin walls. Today, I stand before you 
and say something that no President has ever 
been able to say before: The cold war is over. 
Freedom finished first. 

I think young people understand that re- 
ducing the fear of nuclear weapons is some- 
thing that is very, very important. Peace is 
precious but precarious. We must know its 
risks to reap its rewards. For America to be 
safe and strong, we must win the defining 
challenge of the 1990’s. We must win the 
economic competition. We must be a military 
superpower, an export superpower, and an 
economic superpower. This must be our 
goal. 

Our goal: a $10 trillion economy by the 
beginning of the next century. The opposi- 
tion will tell you we can’t cut it. I say anyway 
you cut it, America can get the job done. 
We are not pessimists. We are optimists 
about this greatest country in the world. 

Yesterday I released my Agenda for Amer- 
ican Renewal. This is my agenda for action. 
America’s a place where ordinary people can 
do extraordinary things if only they're set 
free. Here are my keys to unlock the door. 

The first unlocks foreign markets. It’s 
called challenging the world. I want to com- 
plete the global trade negotiations and get 
congressional approval of the North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement. Trade with Mex- 
ico and Canada already brings $2 billion into 
this State each year. Our agreement would 
turn the entire continent into a gigantic free 
trade zone, a $6 trillion market from Mani- 
toba to Mexico City and create over 200,000 
jobs for American workers. 

So do not let the other side try to scare 
you into thinking we’re not up to the job. 
I believe that when trade is free and fair, 
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American workers can beat the competition 
fair and square, anywhere. I’m certain of it. 

When it comes to exports, I say this con- 
tinent is not big enough alone for the Amer- 
ican worker. I want a free trade agreement 
with Chile, Poland, and with Hungary. We 
will have these agreements, and we wil lead 
the world to a new era of commerce, and 
we will do it by the end of my second term, 
the end of the next 4 years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, I'd hoped to 
come here and not talk about my opponent, 
but I’ve got to mention this. [Laughter] I just 
have to. He used to support the free trade. 
First he was for the Mexican free trade 
agreement. Then he wasn’t quite so sure. 
And now he says, “I’m reviewing it carefully, 
and when I have a definitive opinion I will 
say so.” Now, are there any history students 
in the audience? You may recall that Walter 
Lippmann said leadership means guarding, 
quote, “a nation’s ideals.” The Roman histo- 
rian Tacitus defined leadership as, quote, 
“reason and judgment.” But you know, I 
studied a little history, and I don’t recall ever 
hearing leadership defined as “Please leave 
a message, and we'll get back to you later.” 

It doesn’t work that way in the real world. 
There’s no “call-waiting” on the phone in the 
Oval Office. [Laughter] When you're Presi- 
dent, when you’re Commander in Chief, you 
have to make decisions. And you have to 
make decisions whether they’re popular or 
not, and I stand with free trade agreements 
because they are good for American jobs and 
American workers. 

The second key is preparing our children. 
Developed economies et developing 
minds. Our schools must prepare our kids 
to compete on a world scale. We must raise 
standards. We must demand accountability. 
And we must give parents the right to choose 
their kids’ schools. My “GI bill” for kids 
would give scholarships to your younger 
brothers and sisters, your children maybe, so 
that kids can go to the school that their par- 
ents choose. Now, both Clinton and I, Gov- 
ernor Clinton and I, want to change the 
schools. He wants to change them a little. 
I want to change them a lot. My opponent 
says he’s for a variety of school choice. His 
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variety: public, public, public. I disagree. 
Whether it’s a public school, a private school, 
or a religious school, I believe parents, not 
Government, should choose their children’s 
schools. 

The third key must unlock the future: We 
must sharpen businesses’ competitive edge. 
My opponent wants to do for American busi- 
ness what he’s done for Arkansas businesses. 
But if you ask the entrepreneurs of Arkansas, 
they'll tell you there’s been little hope in Lit- 
tle Rock. Private dollars build more busi- 
nesses. Public dollars build more bureauc- 
racies. Which do you think will help our 
economy? 

I believe that we must cut the regulations 
that turn redtape into pink slips. And we've 
got to put a restraining order out on our legal 
system. This country is suing itself silly. But 
the cost to our competitiveness is no laughing 
matter. Just yesterday, just yesterday on the 
Senate floor we had a chance to change our 
product liability system and put an end to 
these crazy lawsuits that are costing America 
jobs. But the liberal Democrat leadership 
heard from their friends, the trial lawyers, 
and twisted a few arms. When they were fin- 
ished, they wouldn’t even let the issue come 
up to a vote in spite of the majority wanting 
to do something about these lawsuits. 

Now, ask yourself, which candidate for 
President will fight against the special inter- 
ests, the trial lawyers? When it comes to tak- 
ing on the trial lawyers, my opponent’s over 
in the other corner, sponging their brow. I 
want to step into the ring for another round 
and strike a blow against frivolous lawsuits. 

The fourth key is promoting economic se- 
curity. That means job training to ease our 
workers into the new economy. It means 
health care reform, proposals that I’ve intro- 
duced to cut almost $400 billion of health 
care costs over the next 5 years so that you 
and your neighbors can afford it. And I will 
bring insurance to the poorest of the poor. 
Everybody should have a shot at insurance, 
and that’s what our plan does. 

Governor Clinton’s ideas could end up 
turning 13 percent of our gross national 
product over to the Government. I don’t like 
the idea of Uncle Sam, M.D. I don’t believe 
that’s the right prescription for America. 
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And the fifth key, and it’s one I know 
young people are concerned about, is leaving 
no one behind. My approach to welfare is 
not how much we ee] out but how many 
we help up. The policies of the past put a 
roof over people’s heads, but they forgot to 
build the door. We must build that door with 
housing vouchers, enterprise zones, and 
workfare reforms. You see, I believe that our 
policies won’t work unless people do, too. 
Workfare not welfare. 

The final key is what I call “rightsizing” 
Government. Today the Federal Govern- 
ment spends almost a quarter of every dollar 
of the Nation’s income. Apparently my oppo- 
nent thinks we’re getting off cheap. He’s pro- 
posed already $150 billion in new taxes and 
at least $220 billion in brand new spending, 
and that’s batteries and spare parts not in- 
cluded. He’s promising a rainbow, but first 
you've got to hand over the pot of gold. 

Recently the people of Missouri voted 
down a tax increase and sent a message that 
should echo from coast to coast: Govern- 
ment’s not taxing too little; it is spending too 
much. So send that same Missouri message 
to Washington when you vote this Novem- 
ber. 

The agenda that I published yesterday 
contains specific proposals to cut the fat: caps 
on the growth in mandatory spending; a 
freeze on domestic spending; a balanced 
budget amendment; a line-item veto. Your 
Governor, your able Governor, Governor 
Ashcroft, has a line-item veto, and he’s used 
it almost for a quarter of a billion dollars, 
to keep that in your pockets. Imagine what 
a President could do with the same power. 
I've also proposed a check-off box on tax re- 
turns to allow you, the taxpayer, to earmark 
10 percent of your income tax to reduce the 
budget deficit. If Congress won’t do it, let’s 
give the taxpayers their own private veto pen. 

I am committed in this campaign to pro- 
viding serious answers to the questions 
Americans are asking about our future. I’ve 
diagnosed the problems and offered serious 
solutions, not all of which are popular. And 
I’m asking for a mandate to put my solutions 
into action and get this country moving. 

For now at least, my opponent has chosen 
a different strategy. Rather than talk about 
what he wants to do for America, he spends 
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his time belittling my ideas, playing on fears. 
One example: I want to talk about limiting 
the growth of spending to get the deficit 
under control, an idea my opponent says he 
agrees with. But instead of offering serious 
ideas of his own, he simply says, “Watch out 
senior citizens. Watch out veterans. Watch 
out disabled Americans.” It won’t work. This 
administration has strengthened Social Secu- 
rity. We have stood beside the Nation’s veter- 
ans. We signed legislation that brought the 
disabled into our economic mainstream. Do 
not let this Governor try to scare you, Amer- 
ica. 

Governor Clinton is running a Freddie 
Krueger candidacy. [Laughter] He’s more in- 
terested in playing on people’s fears than in 
dealing with this country’s real problems. I 
don’t want to scare the American people. | 
want to deal with our real problems. I want 
to get America moving forward. I am con- 
fident that I will win this election because 
I know America doesn’t scare easily. We 
know the future holds its challenges, but 
we're not cowards; we’re not quitters. 

Let me tell you a little story about a fellow 
born not far from here, in Commerce. Maybe 
you know him. Mickey Mantle played in the 
minors right here in Joplin before he went 
up to the Yankees. His dad was a coal miner, 
Mutt Mantle, and he worked al! his life in 
the mines so that Mickey wouldn’t have to. 
Then one day Mutt got a long-distance call 
from his son. The Yankees were sending 
Mantle back to Joplin. Mickey said, “Dad, 
I can’t play.” Well, Mutt just hung up the 
phone, jumped in his car, drove through the 
night to Mickey’s hotel. Without a word, he 
started packing his son’s suitcase. Mickey 
said, “What are you doing?” His dad replied, 
“You can work the mines with me. You can 
come back and work in the mines with me. 
I didn’t think I raised a quitter.” That night 
Mutt Mantle drove home all alone 


America is like Mickey Mantle: In face of 


tough challenges we never quit. Confronted 
with the cold war, we didn’t flinch, and we 
won. Confronted with the new economic 
competition, I say this: America will never 
retreat. We will always compete, and we will 
win. 

I need your help. The next 53 days are 
going to be difficult. I’ve never seen a politi- 


1627 


cal year like this in my life. I promise you 
to continue to advance real issues, and I ask 
for your support because our ideas are right 
for America. My opponent says we're a na- 
tion in decline. I say America is always on 
the rise if we but make the right choices. 
So for our great country, for America, it’s 
time to step up to the plate and hit it out 
of the ballpark. 

Thank you. God bless each and every one 
of you, and may God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you very, very much. 
Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. on 
the Oval. In his remarks, he referred to Ber- 
nard Johnson, Mayor of Joplin, and Julio S. 
Leon, president, Missouri Southern State 
College. 


Remarks at the Job Corps Center in 
Excelsior Springs, Missouri 
September 11, 1992 


Thank you so much. And may I say to 
Booker T. Jones, I am just delighted to be 
here. He’s the president, as you know, and 
CEO of the company that runs this Job Corps 
Center. Thank you for the introduction, the 
information, and this warm welcome. And 
may I also salute one of the Nation’s truly 
great Governors, John Ashcroft. That man 
has done so much for his country. And two 
members from the Department of Labor, 
John Douglas and Wayne Jenkins, are here. 
And John Thomas is the president of the stu- 
dent body. Thank you, sir, glad you're here. 

Just before I got here, I met out at the 
airport today with a hometown hero, Derrick 
Thomas. He said something ugly to me about 
beating the Washington Redskins. But, nev- 
ertheless, he runs this Third and Long Foun- 
dation, when he’s not running down the op- 
posing quarterbacks. On Sundays you know 
him as number 58, but today he’s the number 
832, that’s the 832d Daily Point of Light. And 
it is a wonderful thing he does. I just wanted 
to salute him here. Actually, when I got up 
right next to Derrick I didn’t know whether 
he was a Point of Light or whether he ought 
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big guy. 

lad I know Derrick will agree when I say 
it’s great to see the team spirit here at this 
Job Corps Center. I read about it, heard 
about it, and now I get to see it firsthand. 

We're in a political season so tough that 
it makes what goes on in Arrowhead Stadium 
seem like two-hand touch. So when you're 
all done with your training, I would like to 
invite all the carpenters here back to Wash- 
ington. You see there’s a certain House on 
Capitol Hill that’s in need of a little cleaning 
and a little renovation. You know Bob Vila’s 
show, “This Old House.” Well, there’s an old 
House of Representatives right there in 
Washington that hasn’t been cleaned out for 
38 years. Let’s do something about it. 

Let me tell you why I'm here at the Job 
Corps cutting into your lunch hour. I’ve just 
seen firsthand the fruits of your labor, the 
skills that you will use to succeed in an econ- 
omy that seems to change, literally, day by 
day. Today, I want to talk to you about your 
world and tell you how America as a Nation 
is ready to move forward to a future of peace 
and prosperity if we but make the right 
choices. 

As we gather today, I am proud to be the 
very first President who can say, “The cold 
war is over, and freedom finished first.” But 
with change comes new challenges. The de- 
fining challenge of the nineties is to win the 
peace, to win the competition of this new 
global economy. In the 21st century, America 
must be not only a military superpower but 
an export superpower and an economic su- 
perpower. And we start with an honest ap- 
praisal of our weaknesses and our strengths. 
My opponent talks about an America in de- 
cline, but just remember, if you want to talk 
to the most productive workers in the world 
you don’t fly to Japan, you don’t have to fly 
to Germany. You can look right here in the 
United States of America because the Amer- 
ican worker is the most productive worker 
in the world. 

Now, how do we guarantee that our work- 
ers will still be the world’s most productive 
and that there will be plenty of high-wage 
jobs in your future? Yesterday in Detroit, 
Cobo Hall there, I set out a strategy, what 
I call my Agenda for American Renewal: six 
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challenges we must meet to move America 
forward. And I set a goal. Today our national 
economy is nearing $6 trillion. My agenda 
will make America the world’s first $10 tril- 
lion economy by the first years of the 21st 
century. We can do that. 

The Agenda for American Renewal starts 
with these facts. Right now in our factories 
one of every six manufacturing jobs is tied 
to foreign trade. On our farms, produce from 
one in every three acres that we harvest will 
be sold abroad. And in the century ahead 
and in your lifetimes, the percentage of your 
paycheck that comes from what America sells 
abroad is only going to grow. And so, the 
bottom line in our new world economy is 
this: exports equal jobs. And I have faith that 
if we open foreign markets, our workers will 
satisfy the demand for our products. And so, 
my agenda starts with a global trade strategy, 
a network of new free trade agreements from 
Chile to Hungary, from the Pacific nations 
to Poland. Give America the opportunity, 
and I know that we can respond to the needs 
of any customer anywhere. 

But as Booker here knows, developed 
economies need developing minds. And 
that’s why this Agenda for American Renewal 
takes aim at the critical challenge: preparing 
our kids, our children for the new century 
ahead. And that literally has to mean a revo- 
lution in American education. Competition 
works in our economy. It’s time to bring that 
same competition to the classroom. I offer 
a “GI bill” for kids which would give $1,000 
scholarships to every parent, so they can 
choose where their kid should go to school 
whether it’s public school across town or the 
private or religious school across the street. 
You see, I firmly believe that the parents, 
not the Government, should decide which 
school is best for the kids. 

Now, the third key component of my 
Agenda for American Renewal, helping 
America’s businesses sharpen their competi- 
tive edge. You see, small businesses create 
two-thirds of all new American jobs, and 
they’re the first to turn change to an advan- 
tage in a fast-moving economy. And when 
you finish this program, a small business is 
where you'll most likely end up to find a job. 
We must ease the burden on small business. 
Small businesses need relief, relief from tight 
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credit, over-regulation, taxation, and cer- 
tainly, litigation. Let me expand on that last 

int. America has become the land of the 
awsuit. Each year we spend, get this one, 
$200 billion on direct costs to lawyers. I think 
that is crazy, and I have a plan to put an 
end to these crazy lawsuits. America won't 
work until we start suing each other less and 
caring for one another more. Yesterday the 
Trial Lawyers Association threw another 
curve ball to the American people when the 
majority will in the Senate did the will of 
the Trial Lawyers and beat back a chance 
to do something about liability reform. A sad 
day in the United States Senate. 

Now fourth, my Agenda for American Re- 
newal means promoting economic security 
for working Americans. That means, it’s got 
to mean health care reform, to make health 
insurance affordable to all Americans, and 
make sure you’re never locked into the job 
you want to leave because you’re worried that 
you've got to lose your health care coverage. 
We're going to make it transferrable. And it 
also means a pension or a retirement plan 
that you can take with you throughout your 
career. 

Fifth, the agenda must mean an America 
that leaves no one behind. That means pro- 
grams that break the cycle of dependency, 
that help public housing tenants become 
homeowners, that help people on welfare 
find work, that help people without hope 
take heart. We don’t owe every American a 
living, but we do owe every American an op- 
portunity. 

And finally, my agenda won’t be complete 
until we bring change to one of the most 
change-resistant institutions in America: the 
Government. I call my idea “rightsizing” 
Government. But whatever we call it, I know 
you'll agree, Government is too big, and it 
spends too much. Here’s where I have a 
major difference with the Governor of Ar- 
kansas. He wants to make big Government 
even bigger. To be precise, he’s already on 
record for at least $220 billion in new spend- 
ing and $150 billion in new taxes, just for 
openers. Now, my opponent likes to tell you 
he'll only raise taxes on the rich. But I'll tell 
you this, his taxes, he’s going to end up taxing 
all working Americans for the same reason 
outlaw Willie Sutton robbed banks: because 
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that’s where the money is. I don’t think peo- 
ple are undertaxed; I think Government 
— too much. That’s why my agenda in- 
cludes a new idea to drive down the deficit 
by giving you, the American taxpayer, if you 
want to do it, power to earmark a full 10 
percent of your Federal dollars for one pur- 
pose and one purpose only: to pay down the 
national debt. If the Congress won't cut that 
deficit, let the voters do it. 

My new plan is comprehensive, filled with 
specific answers to questions Americans are 
asking around their dining room tables these 
days. One of those questions is how will we 
stay ahead of the changes in the world econ- 
omy. 

According to some studies, just 2 percent 
of you will work the same job from now until 
retirement. The average worker can expect 
to change jobs 10 times during the course 
of his career. You need real-world security, 
skills you can put to work now and 10 years 
from now. But just as you can’t drive a nail 
without a hammer, you can’t build a dream 
without a job. You’re here at Job Corps be- 
cause you know that it takes more and better 
skills to earn good jobs, and you decided you 
were going to do something about that. Well, 
America has work to do, and we can’t let your 
drive go to waste. Maybe 50 years ago, a 
strong back might have been enough to get 
a good job. In our changing economy, it’s 
not enough anymore. What you earned yes- 
terday with sweat you've got to earn tomor- 
row with skills. That’s why last month, I an- 
nounced new initiatives to focus Federal job 
training on the kind of real-world skills 
Americans like you and Americans of all ages 
need in this new world economy. 

To help young people find that first job 
we have a program called the Youth Training 
Corps, modeled after Job Corps programs 
like this one. We want to get these inner- 
city kids off the mean streets and give them 
a second chance to build the skills they need 
to succeed. For older workers who've lost 
their job or worry that that next pay envelo 
might bring a pink slip, we've arene i 
new idea called. skill grants. We want to give 
workers vouchers worth $3,000 to be used 
towards the training program of their choice. 
And let me say this: Choice is critical. I don’t 
see job training as an excuse to shoehorn you 
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into whatever program has an open slot or 
the next box on some bureaucratic checklist. 
I want to give you the power to go where 
you want to get training in the kind of career 
that you choose. 

These are some of the ideas I’m talking 
about to renew America. Many are under- 
way; others just beginning. You see, I am 
committed in this campaign to providing seri- 
ous answers to the questions Americans are 
asking about our future. I have diagnosed the 

roblem; I’ve offered serious solutions, not 
all of which are popular—can’t do that when 
you're President. And I’m asking for a man- 
date to put these solutions into action and 
get this country moving. 

I firmly believe that my opponent, at least 
for now, has chosen a different strategy. He 
has chosen a different strategy: rather than 
talk about what he wants for America, he 
spends his time belittling my ideas and play- 
ing on fears. One example: 1 want to talk 
about limiting the growth of Government 
spending, which my opponent says he agrees 
with. But instead of offering any ideas of his 
own, he simply says, “Watch out seniors. 
Watch out veterans. Watch out disabled 
Americans.” This fear campaign must not 
work. Our administration has strengthened 
Social Security. I have said time and again 
I will not mess with Social Security, and we 
haven’t; we’ve left it sacrosanct. You look at 
the budgets, and we have stood, not just be- 
cause I am one, but we have stood beside 
the Nation’s veterans. And we're going to 
keep on doing that. And he tries to scare the 
disabled. I signed the most original legisla- 
tion that brought the disabled into our eco- 
nomic mainstream and gave them a shot at 
the American dream. And that’s what we’ve 
been doing, and we ought to deserve some 
support from the American people for that 
and not let him scare us. It seems to me Gov- 
ernor Clinton is running a Freddie Krueger 
candidacy. [Laughter] He’s more interested 
in playing on people’s fears than in dealing 
with this country’s problems. 

You know, I know times are tough and that 
Americans have real concerns. But I hope 
America will reject who plays on your fears. 
You need to hear leaders talking about these 
ideas, real ideas that are right for our country. 
You see, we stand on the cusp of a new age 
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in our Nation. We've changed the world— 
just look back into history—we have literally 
changed the world. And our children, these 
children right here, sleep safer because of 
our actions. They don’t worry as kids before 
them did about the fear of nuclear war. That 
is significant. That is a major contribution to 
the world. And now, now we can devote that 
same energy, that same determination we 
used to win the cold war to building a safer 
and more secure America right here at home. 
With this agenda that I’ve outlined today, I 
believe we can renew America and build a 
better and brighter future. 

Thank you all for this wonderfully warm 
welcome. And may God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very, very 
much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:47 a.m. at 
the Excelsior Springs Job Corps center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Wayne Jenkins, 
Job Corps Project Manager; John I. Douglas, 
Job Corps Regional Manager; and Derrick 
Thomas, football player for the Kansas City 
Chiefs. 
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The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





September 5 


Volunteers of Rainbow Home, of Wernersville, 
PA 


September 6 

Queen Mims, of Bridgeport, CT 
September 7 

Cletus Lyday, of Milwaukee, WI 
September 8 


Volunteers of the Enterprise Helping Hands 
Network, of Newport News, VA 


September 9 


Volunteers of Seniors Actively Volunteering in 
Education (SAVE), of Honolulu, HI 
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September 10 


Volunteers of Created for Caring, of Bay City, 
MI 


September 11 


Volunteers of the Greater Gulf Literacy Coun- 
cil, of Mobile, AL 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





September 5 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Painesville, OH, where they 
attended a Victory "92 supporters reception 
at Grange Food Halli. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Greenville, SC, where they 
attended an arrival ceremony at the Green- 
ville-Spartanburg Airport. They then went to 
Asheville, NC; Hendersonville, NC; and 
Louisville, KY. 


September 6 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a Victory 92 supporters meet- 
ing at the Executive Inn in Louisville, KY. 
In the afternoon, they traveled to Chicago, 
IL, and on to Sault Sainte Marie, MI, where 
in the evening, the President held a TV sat- 
ellite interview from the lobby of the Ojibway 
Hotel with Tom Brokaw, NBC News. 


September 7 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Mackinac City, MI, and 
then to Waukesha, WI, where they attended 
a Victory "92 supporters meeting at the 
Waukesha County Exposition Grounds. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Hamtramck, MI, and in the 
evening, they returned to Washington, DC. 
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September 8 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—James A. Baker III, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 

—the Vice President; James A. Baker III; 
Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs; and 
members of the CIA briefing staff; 

—congressional leaders. 

In an afternoon ceremony at the White 
House, the President received diplomatic 
credentials from Mohammad Bin Hussein 
Al-Shaali, Ambassador of United Arab Emir- 
ates; Simon Massoud Karam, Ambassador of 
Lebanon; El-Hadj Boubacar Barry, Ambas- 
sador of the Republic of Guinea; Ahmed 
Maher El Sayed, Ambassador of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt; Dunstan Weston 
Kamana, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Zambia; and Sione Kite, Ambassador of 
Tonga. 


September 9 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—James A. Baker III, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 

—Republican congressional leaders. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Norristown and Collegeville, PA. In 
the afternoon, the President traveled to Mid- 
dletown, NJ, and then returned to Washing- 
ton, DC. 


September 10 

The President held morning meetings at 
the White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—James A. Baker III, Chief of Staff to the 
President; and Brent Scowcroft, Assist- 
ant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs; 

—the Vice President; James A. Baker III; 
and Brent Scowcroft. 

Later in the morning, the President trav- 
eled to Detroit, MI. In the afternoon, follow- 
ing a Victory ’92 supporters meeting at the 
Detroit Annex of Cobo Hall, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mark A. Shiffrin, of Connecticut, to 
be a member of the President’s Committee 
on Mental Retardation for a term expiring 
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May 11, 1994. He would succeed B. Dean 
Owens. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Charles J. Heringer, Jr., of Montana, 
to be a United States Commissioner on the 
Bear River Commission. This is a non-com- 
pensated position. He would succeed Ken- 
neth T. Wright. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Commission on National and Community 
Service for terms of 3 years. These are 
reappointments. 


William J. Byron, of the District of Columbia. 
From 1982 to 1992, Father Byron served as 
president of the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, DC. 

George W. Romney, of Michigan. Since 1974, 
Governor Romney has served as the founding 
chairman of VOLUNTEER—The National 
Center in Arlington, VA. 

Glen W. White, of Kansas. Currently Dr. White 
serves as training director of the Research and 
Training Center on Independent Living at the 
University of Kansas in Lawrence, KS. 

Thomas H. Ehrlich, of Indiana. Since 1987, Mr. 
Ehrlich has served as president of Indiana Uni- 
versity in Bloomington, IN. 

Johnnie M. Smith, of South Carolina. Currently 
Pastor Smith serves as the pastor and founder 
of the Evangelistic Temple Church in Green- 
ville, SC. 


September 11 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Joplin, MO, and met with Contract Freight- 
ers, Inc., employees. He then traveled to Ex- 
celsior Springs, MO, where he toured the 
carpentry shop of the Job Corps center. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Kansas City, MO, where he attended a Vic- 
tory 92 luncheon and a Victory ’92 support- 
ers meeting at the Kansas City Airport Hilton 
Inn. The President then traveled to St. Louis, 
MO, where he addressed McDonnell Air- 
craft Co. employees. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Virginia Beach, VA, where he attended a Vic- 
tory "92 supporters meeting and addressed 
the Christian Coalition Road to Victory Con- 
ference at Founders Inn and Conference 
Center. Following the address, he traveled 
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to Hagerstown, MD, and then on to Camp 
David, MD, for the weekend. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted September 9 


Alvin P. Adams, Jr., 

of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Peru. 


Paul J. Barbadoro, 

of New Hampshire, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of New Hampshire, vice 
Shane Devine, retired. 


Richard E. Dorr, 
of Missouri, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Missouri, vice Howard 
F. Sachs, retired. 


Steven J. McAuliffe, 

of New Hampshire, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the District of New Hampshire, vice Nor- 
man H. Stahl, elevated. 


Randall Harvey Erben, 
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice 
Skirma Anna Kondratas. 


James Michael Reum, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission for the term ex- 
piring June 5, 1997, vice Edward H. 
Fleischman, resigned. 


Nancy A. Nord, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a Commis- 
sioner of the Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission for a term of 7 years from October 
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27, 1992, vice Carol Gene Dawson, term ex- 
pired. 


Badi G. Foster, 

of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Institute Board for the National Institute for 
Literacy for a term of 3 years (new position). 


The following named persons to be members 
of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investiga- 
tion Board for terms of 5 years (new posi- 
tions): 

Lewis S.W. Crampton, of the District of 

Columbia. 
Robert B. Taylor, of Tennessee. 
Jack Robert Witz, of California. 


Lewis S.W. Crampton, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Chair- 
person of the Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board for a term of 5 years 
(new position). 


James H. Grossman, 

of California, to be Chairman of the Foreign 
Claims Settlement Commission of the Unit- 
ed States for the term expiring September 
30, 1994, vice Stanley L. Glod, term expired, 
to which position he was appointed during 
the last recess of the Senate. 


David J. Ryder, 

of Virginia, to be Director of the Mint for 
a term of 5 years, vice Donna Pope, term 
expired, to which position he was appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate. 


The following named persons to be Commis- 
sioners of the Copyright Royalty Tribunal for 
terms of 7 years, to which positions they were 
appointed during the last recess of the Sen- 
ate: 
Edward J. Damich, of Virginia, vice J.C. 
Argetsinger, term expired. 
Bruce D. Goodman, of Pennsylvania, vice 
Mario F. Aguero, term expired. 


Submitted September 10 


Robert E. Wallace, 

of New Jersey, to be Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Veterans’ Employment and Train- 
ing, vice Thomas E. Collins III. 


The following named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Commission 
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on National and Community Service for 
terms of 3 years (reappointments): 

William J. Byron, of the District of Colum- 

bia 

Thomas Ehrlich, of Indiana 

George W. Romney, of Michigan 

Johnnie M. Smith, of South Carolina 

Glen W. White, of Kansas 
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by the President 





Approved September 7 


H.R. 3033 / Public Law 102-367 
Job Training Reform Amendments of 1992 
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